Writing with Integrity

It’s actually not that easy to avoid cheating, even with the best of intentions, especially with the wide variety of information available online. It’s very easy to cut and paste text from the Internet into your own writing, thereby making the implicit claim that the words are your own. But, claiming something for your own that you took from someone else is what we call cheating.

In my own work, I often need to extract information from someone else’s writing. It can be challenging to avoid using the same words. Changing prepositions is not enough. 

Here are some hints to make it easier to extract information from others without cheating:

1. Read and make notes on main points or main items of information. Don’t use whole sentences.

2. Once you have enough notes, put them away for a few hours. The idea is to forget the original source’s prose while retaining the essence of the information.

3. Write from your notes.

Sometimes you will want to quote a source. When you do this, set the text as a complete paragraph, in another font perhaps, and provide a reference. The format is shown below. The main goal is to make it possible for the reader to access the information that you are referencing. So, you need to be sure you have all of the relevant information.

In group work, you can apply the same principles. In class, use your group to help gather information and make in-section or in-class presentations. Writing assignments are done individually. Since presentations will mostly be from “bullets,” rather than written papers, it should be easy to use your own words. Be sure that you don’t copy each other’s figures either.

From studies of student behavior, it appears that a large portion of students engage in behavior that most faculty would call cheating, and they have no problem with it. Isn’t it too bad that sometimes this expensive college education that you are paying for could be compromised because of busy-ness, competing priorities, and various disasters that just happen? But keep in mind that if you do cheat, you also cheat yourself. I’m against it. The world is too darned full of people who lie simply to enhance their own self-interest. It’s really NOT ok to cheat. All written assignments are submitted in computer readable form and it is feasible, therefore, to correlate every paper in the class, and from past classes. I will do this, and if I catch cheaters, I will act. I sincerely hope that this paragraph is irrelevant to you.

References Formats:

Toggweiler, J.R. and B. Samuels, 1993.  Is the magnitude of the deep outflow from the Atlantic Ocean actually governed by southern hemisphere winds? The Global Carbon Cycle, edited by M. Heimann, pp. 333-366, Springer-Verlag, New York.

Hurley, P.M., (1968) Absolute abundance and distribution of Rb, K, and Sr in the Earth. Geochem. Acta, 32, 273-283.

Note that the first reference is to a book and the second is to a scientific journal article.  Each journal requires a slightly different format for references.  You may use the format above.  

Form of book reference to use:

<Author>, <Year>, <Title>, <Title of book>, <editor or edition of book>, <page numbers of your reference>, <Publisher>, <City of publisher>.

Form of paper reference to use:

<Author>, <Year>, <Title>, <Name of journal>, <Volume number of journal>, <page numbers of article>.

Internet references:

An action-alert posted on the web:

American Psychological Association, (1995) APA public policy action alert: Legislation would affect grant recipients [Announcement]. Washington, DC: Author, Retrieved January 25, 1996 from the World Wide Web: http://www.apa.org/ppo/istook.html

An article from a newspaper on the web:

Sleek, S. (1996, January). Psychologists build a culture of peace. APA Monitor, pp. 1,33. Retrieved January 25, 1996 from the World Wide Web: http://www.apa.org/monitor/peacea/html

Be sure to reference quotes from your textbook and from the lab workbook.
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