The purpose of this writing assignment is to help you understand critical issues  regarding sustainability of life in the world ocean, and economies that depend  on healthy fisheries. This is an issue that has stirred a strong response from  commercial fishing organizations, so you will have to be very careful to identify  the stakeholders of an assertion, and assess the credibility of their statements.

Note: This is a "Calibrated Peer Review" assignment.  Your lab book explains how this works.

Preparation for the assignment:


1. Read the assignment description below.


2. Read "America's Living Oceans, Charting a Course for Sea Change," by the  Pew Oceans Commission (page R-37). Only the executive summary is in  the lab book and that's enough.


3. Read the "Contrary View to Pew Report", page R-55 of your  lab book. This was published by the National Fisheries Institute


4. Browse the links on the data links page. Note sites that have particularly useful information  so you can return later if needed.


5. Google to find other information and viewpoints.

When using the readings in your writing, you may choose to quote directly  (don't forget to reference the source) or take notes on your reading and construct  your own sentences. Still, don't forget to reference the source of data and  significant claims that are key to your paper.

Assignment headings description:

Pew Oceans Commission Report: This is a  report, whose executive summary is contained in your lab book. It has  created a big stir among the commercial fishing industry, government regulators  and lawmakers. This section will focus on the executive summary of this report.  Be sure you answer the following questions:


1. Who are the commission members? What viewpoint does the commission

       represent. Is it balanced or skewed in some way? Be specific.


2. What threats to ocean health does the report identify?


3. What strategies does the report brecommend?

You can directly quote the report. Reference carefully.

The Controversy: The commercial fishing industry has attacked  this report. The goal of this section of your paper is to identify the areas  of controversy in this report. Don't copy each of the assertions, but attempt  to summarize the arguments arrayed agains this report. Be sure to access the  National Fisheries Institute web site to identify their viewpoint and other  data they offer to support their assertions.

My Analysis: Carefully  analyze assertion 3 of the "Contrary View" (beginning: "The  Pew Report Says: Proven, workable solutions to fisheries management...."),  page R-37 of your lab book. You should develop a personal position on the  issue. This assignment is like the previous assignments, but  you have more lattitude in how you approach it. Use data when possible. There  isn't a lot of data, so you will probably end up using a lot of quotes from  various articles and online sources that are in the data links.

Sustainability and health of world oceans :  In this section you discuss the subject of the global ocean and fisheries sustainability  more generally. Identify threats and issues not discussed previously, and recommend actions that individual citizens can take, if any, to support the long term  health of the world's oceans. This section can be a general discussion, incorporting more of your own opinions. 

 Ways students improve their grade:

 1) Start early so there is time to interact with the TA and Prof., and  recover from any computer problems.

 2) Read the instructions.

 3) Write clearly and briefly. If you were telling your non-science friend  about this, how would you express it to him/her?

 4) Explicitly demonstrate how the data that you illustrate lends support  to your main points. It is not enough to just show a data  plot. You must describe the salient features and discuss how it agrees  with your ideas.

 5) Attend class, where these issues are often discussed.

Ways students sometimes lower their grade:

 1) Don't read the instructions for the assignment

 2) Don't read "Writing a Science Paper", which clearly spells  out how to write this paper.

 3) Use too many figures

 4) Use too few figures

 5) Write a "book report" where no data are used.

 6) Don't annotate figures when needed. 

 7) Don't start until the last evening before the due time

 8) Don't interact with your TA or professor when questions arise. This  can happen when you start so late that they are not available.

