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Earth Resources – A mini-presentation

Learning objectives:

Describe what non-fuel resources are mined from the earth, and what they are used for 

Quantify the impact of mineral and rock resources on society and the environment

Estimate the rate of loss in non-renewable resources on a human time-scale

There is a simple fact about the way humans live on this planet that, although it affects everyone, is seldom consciously thought about.  This is that absolutely everything that you use to live, from your drinking water, to your clothes and your food, to your iPod, your cars, your computers and your houses, in some way comes from mining or utilizing materials of the Earth.

In this activity, you are going to work in small groups to investigate some of the many materials mined from the Earth.  This is your opportunity to do some independent web-based research and to manipulate some raw data in order to find out more about how we use some specific products that come from the Earth.  


You will develop a short (5 minutes or less) presentation on your topic to teach the rest of the class what you’ve learned on Thursday.  Additionally, you will turn in a list of the references you used (internet webpages and any other resources) in your research.

Below is a list of research topics – each group will have one to work on.  On your coursework page for the class, in the materials section, you will find a folder of relevant data and website references to help you get started.

Ore Formation

Mineral Resources – Metals

Precious Metals and Gemstones

Building Materials (e.g. gravels, lime, cement)

Foreign Dependence

Environmental Impact

Recycling
Alternative Energy Options (e.g. geothermal, uranium, silicon)

