U.S. Health Care Reform Project

Introduction:  

By utilizing the forthcoming presidential election, we will be examining and discussing specific issues pertinent to the U.S. health care system.  We will do this through examination of the health care reform proposals of Senator McCain and Senator Obama. You will perform preliminary independent research on one health care reform issue being currently debated.  You will then work in a small group to prepare an oral presentation that showcases your group’s refined understanding of its health care issue.  Group members will be chosen at random to present the various sections of the presentation.  As a capstone for this project you will be responsible for writing a 6-8 page paper.  For this paper you will be asked to consider yourself a new presidential candidate and then choose and defend your position on each of the health care issues presented in class.  This project will be worth 100 points and will count as 20% of your overall grade.  Since this project has the same weight as an exam in your overall grade, a significant amount of time and effort is expected. 

Grade components:  Your grade for this project has four components to total 100 points. 
	Individual worksheet
	10 points

	Group worksheet
	20 points

	Oral presentation
	20 points

	Final paper
	50 points


Project total 

 100 points
Individual worksheets
You will need to complete an individual worksheet before meeting with your group.  In order to do this you will need to research your assigned issue.  Potential resources include, but are not limited to, Senator Obama’s campaign website (www.barackobama.com), Senator McCain’s campaign website (www.johnmccain.com), Kaiser Family Foundation website (www.kff.org), Health Affairs (www.healthaffairs.org or through JSTOR), Tax Policy Center (www.taxpolicycenter.org),  and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (www.cms.hhs.gov).  There are also many think tanks that publish information about health care reform.  You can learn a great deal from these websites but be aware that each one is advocating a specific ideology. You may also wish to use newspapers such as the Wall Street Journal or New York Times for research.  You must bring two copies of your typed worksheet responses to class on October 6 along with copies of at least two references that you found through your research that you can share with the rest of your group.  Your grade for your individual worksheet will be based on effort and completeness.

Group worksheets
On October 6, you will spend the class period working in your small groups.  You will share your responses from your individual worksheets in a round table format and then decide how to synthesize and adjust your answers until you reach a group consensus.  You will complete the group worksheet with your group responses and this will serve as an outline for your group’s oral presentation.  Your grade for the group worksheet will be the same for all group members and will be based on both completeness and accurate content. 
Oral presentations

Each group will present its analysis of its health care issue to the rest of the class in a fifteen minute presentation.  This presentation should include prepared transparencies or powerpoint slides.  Your group will present on either October 15, 17 or 20.  Each presentation should consist of the four sections from the worksheets (background and current status, examples, Senator McCain’s position, and Senator Obama’s position).  Given that you have fifteen minutes total for the presentation, it would be wise to plan for three or four minutes for the various sections. Your presentations need to be objective, organized and succinct.  Your classmates are relying on your presentation in order to write the final paper.  Just before a group’s presentation I will randomly draw out of a hat to decide which group member will present each section of the presentation.  
You will receive a group grade for your presentation.  This grade will be based on accurate content, clarity, knowledge of the material, effectiveness in conveying the information to the class and ability to answer questions.  Since it is random which group members will present the various sections, you need to work closely as a group to ensure that each group member fully understands and can clearly explain any portion of the presentation. 
Individual final paper

After you have heard all of the group presentations you will have gained an understanding of each of the nine issues analyzed.  The final part of this project is to write an individual paper. The instructions for this paper are below.  
You are running for president against candidates Obama and McCain.  As a new third party presidential candidate, present and discuss specifically your position on each of the nine issues and why.  Your positions may be the same as Obama or McCain, a combination of the two, or entirely different.  
In your paper you need to demonstrate your understanding of, and ability to think critically about, each of the health care issues.  Further, you should use economic thinking and terminology to defend your chosen positions.  You should apply your new knowledge gained from your classmates’ presentations but are not limited to this.  You are encouraged to do additional research if necessary in order to write a comprehensive final paper.  If you use material from outside of the classroom presentations you need to provide citations and a reference page.  This paper should be 6-8 pages, double spaced, 12 point font, and normal one inch margins. 
Your grade will be based on your presentation of your chosen positions for each of the health care issues, your demonstration of knowledge and understanding of each of the issues, and your use of economic thinking and terms.  In addition, correct language mechanics (grammar, spelling, sentence structure and citations) will be important.
Summary of important dates:  
	September 29


	Introduction to project

Assignment of groups and health care issues

Distribution of individual worksheets



	October 6 


	Individual worksheets due (typed, two copies)
In class group work (group worksheets due)



	October 15, 17, 20

	Group oral presentations



	November 3


	Individual final paper due  




*** Your attendance is mandatory on these days in order to satisfy the requirements of the project.  Late worksheets will not be accepted.  Late final papers will be penalized 10 points for each day late. 
