Practice Developing Effective Economic Research Questions
Developing an effective question is the next step in your project development.  You began this developmental process by narrowing to a well described topic and you will eventually progress to a specific research hypothesis.  To provide some guidance, and to prepare you to complete the assignment due on Monday, let us work through the next step in this process using the following research paper: McGoldrick, KimMarie and Lisa Ford Voeks. 2005.   ‘We Got Game!’ An Analysis of Win/Loss Probability and Efficiency Differences between the NBA and WNBA.  Journal of Sports Economics, vol. 6 (1): 5-23. (Hereafter referred to as WNBA paper.)

Describe the research topic, the research question, and the research hypotheses.  

Research topic:

Research main question:

Research sub questions:

Research hypotheses:

Why is the question you identified above a good economic research question?  Recall that Greenlaw suggests a process for developing such a question that involves the following characteristics.  Your task is to once again describe each characteristic generally and then use these characteristics to justify that the question you identified above is indeed a good economic research question.  (Note that we are assuming that this is a good question… an assumption in this case partially justified by the fact that the paper has been published!)
Problem- oriented:

General:

WNBA paper:
Analytical:
General:

WNBA paper:
Interesting:

General:

WNBA paper:
Significant:

General:

WNBA paper:
Amenable to economic analysis:

General:

WNBA paper:
Feasible:
General:

WNBA paper:
