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List of Issues and Corresponding Prompts for Presentations

1. Pre-existing conditions

What is meant by the term “pre-existing medical conditions” and how does it impact the accessibility to health insurance?  Why do insurance companies care about the pre-existing conditions or health status of their applicants?  

2. Portability

What is meant by the term “portability” in the health insurance industry?  How does it impact individuals’ job choices?  Hint: consider “job lock”

3. Insurance mandates

In the context of the current health care debate, what are health insurance coverage mandates?  To whom do they apply?  Are there different types of coverage mandates? 

4. Public health care programs

Currently there are existing public health care programs Medicare, Medicaid and SCHIP.  Explain these programs. Who do they cover?  Discuss the potential for expanding these programs.  

5. Tax credits and subsidies

Are tax credits or subsidies an effective way of extending health insurance coverage?  If so, to whom could they be given and in what amount?  

6. Medical malpractice jury awards

What are medical malpractice jury awards?  What is the impact, if any, of medical malpractice jury awards on health care costs?  Hint: consider defensive medicine and premiums paid for malpractice insurance by medical providers (i.e. physicians, hospitals)

7. Electronic medical records

Could the use of electronic medical records/health information technology improve costs and efficiencies in the delivery of health care?  What impact would this have on costs in the short run and long run?  List the potential problems of utilizing electronic medical records, if any. 

8. Government-sponsored insurance pools

What are government-sponsored medical insurance pools?  Why are they created? Are they an effective means of expanding health insurance coverage to more individuals?  Hint: consider state level pools that already exist (i.e. Massachusetts plan)

9. Pharmaceutical drugs

How does the rate of increase in pharmaceutical drug prices compare with general prices?  Does the government currently intervene in the pharmaceutical market?    Hint: consider Medicare Part D and reimportation
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