Definitions of Sustainability

"Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." 

World Commission on Environment and Development. Our Common Future.
(Oxford, Great Britain: Oxford University Press, 1987), p. 8. 
(Frequently referred to as the Brundtland Report after Gro Harlem Brundtland)

"A sustainable society is one that is far-seeing enough, flexible enough, and wise enough not to undermine either its physical or its social systems of support." 

Donella H. Meadows, et al., The Sustainability Institute, "Beyond the Limits"
“Business sustainability is often defined as managing the triple bottom line - a process by which firms manage their financial, social and environmental risks, obligations and opportunities. These three impacts are sometimes referred to as profits, people and planet.  However, this approach relies on an accounting based perspective and does not fully capture the time element that is inherent within business sustainability. A more robust definition is that business sustainability represents resiliency over time – businesses that can survive shocks because they are intimately connected to healthy economic, social and environmental systems. These businesses create economic value and contribute to healthy ecosystems and strong communities.”

Financial Times Lexicon: http://lexicon.ft.com/Term?term=business-sustainability
"Sustainability is a dynamic condition which requires a basic understanding of the interconnections and interdependency among ecological, economic and social systems. Sustainability means providing a rich quality of life for all, and accomplishing this within the means of nature." 

Jaimie P. Cloud, Cloud Institute, www.cloudinstitute.org

"Sustainability is an economic state where the demands placed upon the environment by people and commerce can be met without reducing the capacity of the environment to provide for future generations."
Paul Hawken, The Ecology of Commerce
"Sustainable Development is positive change which does not undermine the environmental or social systems on which we depend. It requires a coordinated approach to planning and policy making that involves public participation. Its success depends on widespread understanding of the critical relationship between people and their environment and the will to make necessary changes." 

Hamilton Wentworth Regional Council
