
GEOL 231 Petrology
Spring 2012 Syllabus
Lectures: Tuesdays & Thursdays 2:30–3:45 in Delehanty 219
Labs: Wednesdays 12:50–3:50 in Delehanty 218
4 credits



Instructor: Laura Webb
Office: Delehanty 217
Email: lewebb@uvm.edu or Laura.Webb@uvm.edu
Phone: 802-656-8136
Office hours: By appointment or drop in.

Readings: The textbook for this course is Petrology: Igneous, Sedimentary, and Metamorphic by Blatt, Tracy, and Owens (third edition, published in 2006 by W.H. Freeman and Company). Supplemental readings will be posted on Blackboard or handed out in class. 

Course description: The course is an introduction to the scope and methods of igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic petrology. We will cover the classification, compositions, textures, tectonic environments, and processes relevant to the major rock types. In this course you will play the role of a detective and investigate a variety of clues, such as textures observed in thin section, that rocks may preserve regarding the conditions of their formation and subsequent events they may have experienced. We will also investigate issues related to sustainability and natural resources such as minerals, ore deposits, and oil and gas. 

Course goals: After successfully completing this course, you will be able to:
1) Characterize major rock types based on mineral assemblages and textures.
2) Infer petrologic reactions based on the above and place these reactions in context of changes in variables such as pressure, temperature and composition.
3) Interpret observations related to goals 1 & 2 above and formulate hypotheses regarding geologic environments and tectonic histories.
4) Define sustainability in your own terms and discuss issues related to non-renewable natural resources.

Grading: Your grade in this course will be based on homework (15%), lab exercises (35%), midterms (30%), sustainability project and presentation (10%), and participation in class (10%). Assignments are due at the start of the class meeting period indicated. Late assignments will have grades reduced by one letter grade per day beginning on the due date.

Codes of conduct: Codes of conduct outline student rights, policies, and the procedures the University will follow if a student is allegedly involved in a policy violation:
Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities:
http://www.uvm.edu/~uvmppg/ppg/student/studentcode.pdf
Code of Academic Integrity:	
http://www.uvm.edu/~uvmppg/ppg/student/acadintegrity.pdf

[bookmark: _GoBack]Religious Holidays:  Students have the right to practice the religion of their choice. Each semester students should submit in writing to their instructors by the end of the second full week of classes their documented religious holiday schedule for the semester.
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