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Social Ecology
Central Washington University
Fall 2013
Sociology 380-001


M-F 11-11:50 a.m.
          
 

Farrell 111
Dr. Pamela McMullin-Messier





Office: FH 425 
Phone: 509-963-2222  





E-mail: mcmullin@cwu.edu    

Office Hours: MW 12:30-1:30 and TTh 3:30-4:30 and also by appointment
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is about environmental sociology and examines how humans have used the various aspects of the social structure to adapt to their physical environment. Using a comparative historical approach, this course investigates the relationship between socio-cultural systems and their environment and the stability and evolution of society through time. Some of the specific issues covered include causes and consequences of food production, population growth and dynamics, human carrying capacity of the earth, consumerism, sustainable development, and the impacts of risks, hazards and disasters. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  
· To introduce students to the variety of ways groups of human beings have organized themselves, in terms of how environmental problems and solutions are the result of human social organization;
· To acquaint students with the challenges that we face in an ever changing ecosystem and examine how the various effects of environmental issues are not equally distributed;
· To develop students’ understanding of the different ways in which social scientists have attempted to make sense of the relationship between humans and the natural environment and the varied responses to environmental changes; 

· To define and explain relevant key terms and concepts in social and ecological systems and the various theoretical and empirical ways to understand them. 

· To apply student learning with developing resolutions to building resilient and sustainable societies.

REQUIRED READING:

Bell, Michael Mayerfield. 2012. 4th Edition.  An Invitation to Environmental Sociology. Pine Forge Press.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  Students are expected and responsible to have read the required materials prior to class and to actively participate in discussion of the subject matter. Other course materials inherent for the course will be listed on Blackboard or handed out in class. In addition to in-class participation, tools of assessment include reading and writing assignments, online participation, three exams, and group presentations.
	Assignment
	Point Value
	Date

	Online Assignments

Class Project &
Group Presentations
	100
100

	Posted on Blackboard (5 best count; 20 points each)
Reflection papers due in class – 12/6; Presentations scheduled for last week 

	Exams

	300

	3 scheduled throughout quarter: Exam 1 after Ch 4; Exam 2 after Ch 8; Final Exam due no later than 12/11

	TOTAL
	500
	


GRADING SCALE:  The grade distribution approximates: 94-100% = A, 90-93% = A-, 86-89% = B+ (Excellent), 83-85% = B, 80-82% = B-, 76-79% = C+ (Good), 73-75% = C, 70-72% = C-, 60-69% = D (Satisfactory), and 59% and under is failing.  Keep in mind that your final grade will be determined by the total points accumulated for the various assignments and tests. Grades are posted on Blackboard.
ACADEMIC HONESTY AND INTEGRITY:  Academic integrity is the pursuit of scholarly activity in an open, honest, and responsible manner. Therefore, academic integrity is a basic guiding principle for all academic activity at CWU and all members of the community are expected to act in accordance with this principle. Students are expected to understand and abide by the University’s Code of Conduct; all students should act with personal integrity, respect other students’ dignity, rights and property, and help create and maintain an environment in which all can succeed. 
Academic integrity includes a commitment not to engage in or tolerate acts of falsification, misrepresentation or deception; this includes plagiarism and cheating. Instances of academic dishonesty will automatically result in a failing grade. Academic dishonesty, in any form, will not be tolerated and will be reported according to University policy. http://www.cwu.edu/resources-reports/cwup-5-90-0104-academic-dishonesty
PARTICIPATION & BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS:  Your behavior in college should model what you would appreciate in kind from others and what ultimately is expected of you out in the world.  Therefore, regular attendance, preparation, and participation are expected. Experience has shown that students who miss class regularly tend to do poorly in the class. If you are missing class due to severe illness or other circumstances beyond three days, please notify me immediately.

Please arrive in a timely manner and be alert and attentive in class.  Out of courtesy to your classmates and myself, please silence/turn off your cell phones. As an open forum for discussion in class is encouraged, it is required that you show consideration for differences in opinion and perspective.  In addition, disrespectful behavior (e.g. using technology in a way that is unrelated to class activities, conversing loudly with your neighbor(s), and other disruptive or public displays of rudeness or harassment) will not be tolerated; this includes ill-mannered correspondence or interaction with the instructor. At the discretion of the instructor, depending on frequency or intensity of events, displays of this type of behavior may result in your removal from the class.
If you wish to contest a grade on any assignment, you must write a memo explaining the objection and make an appointment to meet with the instructor. There will be a 24 hour “cooling-off” in effect after handing back exams and assignments or posting grades. Grades will not be debated over email.

DISCUSSION BOARD: Participation assignments will be posted on Blackboard weekly to correspond with material covered, which includes the readings and media. You need to respond to at least five of the weekly discussions over the quarter (your best five will count towards your final grade – you don’t need to do all of the discussion boards; there will be 7-8). Each reflection is worth 20 points (up to 10 points for your post, up to 10 points for your responses to at least 2 other posts. Please plan accordingly, as assignments should be posted between Thursday at 12 p.m. and Monday at 11 a.m. for the corresponding week. Make ups are not allowed; it is your responsibility to keep track of assignments.
EXAMS:  There will be three exams total; two (which are scheduled during the quarter) will have multiple-choice and short answer questions which will cover materials from your readings and what is presented and discussed in the classroom. The final exam will be a take home essay (it is not an optional exam). We have additional readings for this course and there will be use of media in the classroom; just reading the textbooks will not be sufficient in order to pass this class.  Please confer with the instructor prior to class if there are extreme circumstances (e.g. medical or family emergency); only excused absences will be allowed a make-up and must be made up within one week, with exception to the final. 
CLASS PROJECT:  There will be one class assignment that is worth up to 1/5 of your grade, as we will be testing a module on maps and surveys about hazards and natural disasters during weeks 9-11.  Attendance is expected and critical, as we will be testing “Map Your Hazards” and have projects which depend on active in-class participation with your group. Collaborative work is expected (you will have the choice to select others to work with or you will be assigned to a group of 3 people), and you will need to show evidence of collaboration as you will evaluate group members on the last day of class. In addition, group presentations (about 5 minutes) will be scheduled during the last week of class. You are welcome to hand in work early for feedback or schedule time to talk during office hours. Late work will be penalized by 5 points for every day it is late; but will not be accepted after the final exam. 
ADA/DISABILITY SUPPORT:  CWU encourages persons with disabilities to participate in its programs and activities and welcomes students into the University’s educational programs. Any student who feels that she/he may need accommodations based on a disability should make an appointment to see me and be sure to have a copy of the Confirmation of Eligibility for Academic Adjustments from Disabled Student Services (DSS). If you have a disability-related need for modifications or reasonable accommodations in this course, please visit DSS (963-1202) in Bouillon 140 as early in the quarter as possible. http://www.cwu.edu/disability-support/
WAYS TO REACH ME: Email is usually the best way to get a hold of me; I will respond within 24 hours.  Please be sure to indicate the class you are contacting me about (I teach 3 different classes). My office phone is useful for leaving a message during the week; please be sure to mention the day and time that you called. Also feel free to drop by my office to chat during office hours or schedule a time to stop by. 
EXTRA CREDIT: I am open to suggestions related to activities of a sociological and environmental nature and credit for participation in campus and off-campus activities that relate to sociology (e.g. visit the Museum of Culture and Environment in Dean Hall). We have plenty of interesting activities to choose from that are going on around campus over the quarter, and all you need to do is write a brief 1 page essay of how it relates to concepts that we’ve discussed in class. You may also watch documentaries related to material covered. Please don’t wait until final exam week, as I won’t accept any extra credit work after the last day of classes, no exceptions.
COURSE SCHEDULE: Changes to the syllabus, schedule of class meetings, due dates, assignments, and readings may be made during the quarter. Students are responsible for all changes that are communicated in class, on Blackboard, or through email.
	Dates
	Topics and Readings 


	Week 1 - 9/25-27

	Introduction and Course Objectives; 
Environmental Problems and Society (Ch 1)


	Week 2 - 9/30-10/4

	The Material: Consumption and Materialism (Ch 2)


	Week 3 - 10/7-11

	Money and Machines (Ch 3) 


	Week 4 - 10/14-18
Week 5 - 10/21-25

	Population and Development (Ch 4); No Class -Wednesday, October 16 (Study Day); Review for Exam 1 
EXAM 1; Body and Health (Ch 5)


	Week 6 - 10/28-11/1
	The Ideal: The Ideology of Environmental Domination (Ch 6) 


	Week 7 – 11/4-8

	The Ideology of Environmental Concern (Ch 7) 
 

	Week 8 - 11/11-15
Week 9 -11/18-22
Week 10 - 11/25-29
Week 11 - 12/2-6
	No Class - November 11 (Veterans Day); The Human Nature of Nature (Ch 8); Review for Exam 2
 EXAM 2; “Map Your Hazards” Module – Unit 1; The Rationality of Risk (Ch 9)
“Map Your Hazards” Module - Unit 2; The Practical: Mobilizing the Ecological Society (Ch 10); No Class on November 27-29 (Thanksgiving Recess)
“Map Your Hazards” Module – Unit 3; Governing the Ecological Society (Ch 11); In-class Presentations Thursday and Friday


	Finals
	*Final Exam – Due no later than Friday, December 11*

	
	



