
Course Syllabus

Emergency Administration and Management
COURSE NUMBER:
EAM – 1003
COURSE TITLE:
Living in a Hazardous Environment

INSTRUCTOR:
Eric Kremers



Phone 479-964-0536



Office Dean 107b
 


Email ekremers@atu.edu
COURSE TIME:
0930-1050 TR, Dean 207
OFFICE HOURS:
By Appointment 
CATALOG DESCRIPTION: 
Overview of emergency management systems with an analysis of the causes, characteristics, nature and effects of such disasters as avalanches, drought, earthquakes, epidemics, fires, flooding, hazardous materials, hurricanes, industrial accidents, nuclear power plant accidents, power failures, volcanoes, and other catastrophic hazards.  Required for major.

REQUIRED TEXTS:

Haddow, G. D.; Bullock, J. A.; Coppola, D. P. (2011). Introduction to emergency management (4th ed.). Burlington, MA: Butterworth-Heinemann.

JUSTIFICATION:
This course will improve students understanding of Earth processes that influence natural systems while examining human behavior patterns that led to heightened risk from disasters. During the semester students will examine fundamental hazard-related processes and concepts lending to a better understanding of different types of hazards and appreciation of the complexities which are even today beyond complete scientific understanding. Students will discuss risk associated with hazardous materials and current mitigation efforts by emergency managers who must prepare for infrequent, improbable and often potentially catastrophic events of unpredictable scale in terms of human and economic cost. Students will discuss and understand the Emergency Support Functions and their specific roles in a hazardous environment.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

Students should be able to:

· Describe the different hazard categories and various hazards that are included in each of them

· Describe examples of scales and systems used to measure the magnitude of hazards and disasters

· Explain what is meant by terrorism, and how terrorists use various weapons to carry out attacks and other fear-inducing actions

· List and explain the steps by which hazard risks are assessed

· Describe the social and economic risk factors and how they influence a community’s risk profile

HOW COURSE MEETS GENERAL EDUCATION OBJECTIVES:

The general education curriculum is designed to provide a foundation for knowledge common to educated people and to develop the capacity for an individual to expand that knowledge over his or her lifetime. Students who have completed the general education curriculum at Arkansas Tech University will be able to:

· Communicate effectively

· Think critically

· Apply scientific and quantitative reasoning

· Demonstrate knowledge of the arts and humanities

COURSE ASSESSMENT: 
	Point Accumulation
	Grade Scale

	Assignments
	Points
	Accumulated Points
	Percent
	Grade

	Assignments - 4 (25 pts)              
	100
	 720-800 
	90 – 100
	A

	Quizzes – 4 (50) 
	200
	 640-719
	80 –  89
	B

	Mid – Term
	100
	 560-639  
	70 –  79
	C

	Class Project
	100
	 480-559 
	60 –  69
	D

	Class Participation
	100
	0-479 
	  0 –  59
	F

	Final Exam
	200
	
	
	

	Total
	800
	
	
	


COURSE CONTENT:

Subject to Change

The course content and schedule will be posted on Blackboard and are subject to change should the instructor determine such change would better meet the student’s educational needs.

Exams
There will be a Mid-Term and Final exam. Each exam will be over any and all material covered to date.  Missed exams must be made up according to the late assignment policy.
Assignments

There are several assignments per unit. There will be different methods for submitting assignments, and each assignment will give clear instructions. 
Additional Readings

There WILL be additional readings assigned from provided material as well as from the Internet.   These are designed to supplement and broaden the student’s understanding of emergency management and the varied skills and disciplines involved.  


Effort and Substance

The effort put forth by the student and the substance of the student’s answers will be considered in all work submitted for the course.

If you find that a question cannot be answered straight from the assigned reading material, the intent is for you to take what you have learned from the reading and extrapolate from it.  The question may be answered based on a concept from the reading rather than a verbatim example, or it may require some outside research.

The purpose is for the student to develop thinking skills – intellectual activity versus memorization or regurgitation.  Throughout the course the student will be asked to use critical, practical, and creative thinking, which will be significantly more beneficial than memorizing or copying material and forgetting it shortly thereafter.
COURSE POLICIES:

Book Ordering

The required text is available at the Arkansas Tech University Book Store and can be ordered online through the Bookstore website or through on-line vendors.  

Assignment Completion

Students must complete their assignment within the timeframe specified by the instructor or as listed in the ‘Course Schedule’ on Blackboard under ‘Course Documents’. 

Late Assignments/Exams
Assignments must be received by the due date and time as given in the course schedule.  If you have not made arrangements with the instructor prior to the due date, late assignments will be given a reduction in points. Any assignment that is past due over one week will not be accepted except under special circumstances.


E-Mail Correspondence

In all e-mails to the instructor, list the course number and section number. And, if applicable, list the name or number of the assignment in the “Subject Line” of the e-mail.  Also, be sure your name is somewhere on the email and on any attached assignment.
Excessive Unexcused Absences

If, at any time during the semester, you have three unexcused absences, you will be referred to the Tech Early Warning Program.  If you are unresponsive for two more class sessions, you may be dropped from the course by your instructor with an “F” for excessive absences or non-performance.  It is your responsibility to contact the instructor when you cannot attend class. 

Campus policy outlines the dates for dropping a course with a “W”.  If you have a failing score and do not drop before the stated deadline, you will receive an “F” on your transcript for the course; therefore, it is in your best interest to monitor your status in the course and take advantage of the opportunity to withdraw with a “W” rather than remaining in the course and receiving an “F.”  Tech now has a very lenient withdrawal policy which eliminates the deadlines for receiving a “WP” (withdrawn passing) or “WF” (withdrawn failing) and has extended the period for withdrawing with just a “W” until almost the end of the semester. 

You are responsible for explaining to the instructor the reason for absences due to sickness, accident or death in the family.  For absences which make it difficult for you to contact the instructor, such as an emergency, you should contact the Student Services Office, Doc Bryan Student Services Center, Room 233, (479-968-0239) to have the instructor notified. 

Academic Misconduct

University policy will be followed.  At a minimum, the student (and any student caught assisting in the misconduct) will be given an automatic “F” for the test/assignment in question and possibly an “F” for the course.  Subsequent cases of plagiarism will result in a minimum of one letter grade course reduction for each incident.  In addition, any student who aids another student in plagiarism (e.g., provides a completed homework assignment to another student for submission) will be treated as also being involved in plagiarism and appropriate penalties will apply.   Egregious cases of plagiarism (i.e., large sections copied from another source) will result in an automatic “F” for the course.

Emergency Managers have been entrusted with major responsibilities, and must strive to gain and maintain the trust of those they serve.  It is very important to act and perform in an honest, conscientious, and professional manner in all endeavors.

COURSE CONTENT:
Units to be Covered:



Unit 1: Introduction; Syllabus, Schedule

Unit 2: Natural Hazards



Unit 3: Natural Hazards, cont'd

Unit 4: Technological Hazards

Unit 5: Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear
Unit 6: Risk Assessment, Hazard and Risk Analysis

Unit 7: Hazard Identification
Unit 8: Domestic Hazards
Unit 9: Emergency Support Functions
**Course content subject to change at any time.**
BLACKBOARD TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE:  

Go to http://support.atu.edu for further information call 479-964-0646 or toll free at 866-400-8022.
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