Supplementary Activities
Environmental Justice · Fall 2012
Throughout this semester, you will complete a series of four supplementary activities aimed to help you concretely grapple with environmental justice issues outside of the classroom. You must complete one assignment in each of the four categories below: research, service, advocacy and celebration/appreciation. You may turn these assignments in (via Sakai’s dropbox) at any time during the semester, but all must be completed before Monday, December 3rd. Many of the options within each category are time-specific, so I suggest you decide early in the semester which opportunities you’d like to pursue so that you don’t miss out on meetings or events. Some of these assignments, especially those in the research category, are substantial; resist the temptation to procrastinate and wait until the end of the semester to get started on them. 
The assignments under each category are meant to serve as suggestions. If you have another idea for an activity, please let me know.
Research (10% of final grade)
Environmental justice research has been conducted by both academic researchers and the “lay” public; in fact, some EJ activists and scholars stress the importance of decentered research in the field. For this assignment, you’ll conduct a small piece of original environmental justice research. 
Choose one:
· Ethnographic research with household gardeners: This summer, I began some ethnographic research with low-income households that have vegetable gardens. I’m interested in why these people garden and the role these gardens play in household food security. As part of this project, I’m conducting short surveys with people in Meadville. These surveys serve two purposes: first, they provide a better understanding of the gardening culture in the region and second, they serve as a recruitment tool for the more in-depth ethnographic research. For this activity, you’ll conduct 5-10 surveys with Meadville residents – I’ll assign you a public place to conduct these. If you don’t already have your IRB certification, you’ll need to take a short online course to do so. You’ll turn in the completed surveys, a short (<1/2 page) reflection about the experience, and a data verification form. Please contact me by 9/10 if you’d like to participate in this project. I’ll hold a brief (<1 hour) training for all interested students in mid-September. 
· GIS project: If you have GIS skills, consider completing a small GIS research project similar to those you’ll read about in class. I strongly encourage you to choose a study site that is meaningful to you and to send your results to decision-makers at that location. 
· Healthy food comparison: Later in the class, we’ll learn about food deserts – geographic areas without easy access to healthy food. Considerations of cost are often missing from discussions of food deserts. For this research activity, you’ll compare the cost of healthy food from at least four grocers/food outlets in Meadville and write a short (<3 pages) report outlining your findings and implications. If you’re interested in this option, please talk to me and I can help you identify some appropriate methods and resources. 
· General social survey: Every year, the U.S. government conducts the General Social Survey (http://www3.norc.org/GSS+Website/),  a research effort aimed at creating a large database of information for researchers and policy-makers. For this project, choose some aspect of the GSS that relates to environmental justice and analyze some of the governmental data. This list of environmental questions might help get you started: http://www3.norc.org/GSS+Website/Browse+GSS+Variables/Subject+Index/. I’m happy to help you identify a research question and download the data. You will turn in a brief (<5 pages) report describing your methods and outlining your findings and implications.
· Other: Please run your idea by me before you begin working on the project.
Service and Community Engagement (5% of final grade)
Many environmental justice advocates suggest that story-telling is an important part of their activism. I’d like you to spend a few hours working with folks combatting environmental injustices to cultivate empathy and understanding. 
Choose one:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Volunteer at Ackerman Farm:  The mission of the community garden at the Ackerman Farm is that experiences that the children, youth and parents have at the garden will be instrumental later in life in helping them choose (and endorse) practices that support better personal health and a more sustainable ecosystem. The project serves over 30 low and middle-income families by providing a space for them to come together to share the work of growing a garden and a community. Families gather at the garden site on Tuesday and Thursday evenings and Saturday mornings to share in the physical work of the garden, and in return, receive weekly boxes of fresh produce. For this activity, you will volunteer for two workdays at the farm and submit a short (<1 page) reflection about your experience. Workdays at the farm are Tues and Thurs from 6-7:30 pm and Sat from 9:45-noon through September only. If you are interested in working with Ackerman Farm on this project, please let me know no later than the end of class on 9/3. We will coordinate transportation to the farm. 
· Contact EJ organization to ask how you can help: Find an environmental justice organization anywhere in the world. Contact them and explain that you’d like to do something to help out their organization and ask them if they have anything that you can spend ~4 hours doing. Complete their request and send me a short (~1/2 page) description of the work completed, along with a copy of any tangible items you created.
· Volunteer for a social service agency or other organization in Meadville OR for a political campaign:  Allegheny regularly offers volunteer opportunities for students. To complete this activity, you should volunteer for at least four hours and then submit a short (<1 page) reflection about your experience and how it relates to EJ. You may also choose to volunteer to help people register to vote or for a political campaign.  
· Other: Please run your idea by me before you begin working on the project.
Advocacy (5% of final grade)
We will spend plenty of time in class learning about environmental injustices, but I’d also like you to spend a little bit of time trying to combat these problems. 
Choose one:
· Attend a Meadville City Council meeting: These meetings are held at 6 pm on the third Wednesday of every month and are announced here:  http://www.cityofmeadville.org/agendas.htm.  You can find more information about the meetings here: http://www.cityofmeadville.org/citycouncil.htm.  After you attend the meeting, write a brief (< 1 page) summary of what happened at the meeting. Given what you’re learning about procedural justice, write a short analysis (<1 page) of the opportunities (or lack of opportunities) for the public to engage in decision-making at the City of Meadville level. 
· Write a letter to the editor and send it to a newspaper: Keep your eyes peeled for an article in any local or national newspaper that relates to environmental justice. Prepare a response to the article and submit your letter to the editor to the newspaper. Here’s a great guide for effective LTE writing: http://www.ucsusa.org/action/writing-an-lte.html.  Remember that you’ll need to write and submit your letter within a day or so of the original article publication date. If your letter happens to be published (more likely if you submit it to a local paper like the Meadville Tribune rather than the New York Times!), please send me a link or clipping. 
· Submit public comment on a governmental policy or program: This option will make more sense as you learn more about federal policy-making in this class. If you are interested in this option, I can help you identify a piece of legislation or rule that is up for public comment. Send me a link to the policy or program and a copy of the comments you sent to the appropriate government entity. 
· Write a letter to a decision maker: Write to any decision-maker asking them to take action on any timely issue that concerns you and is related to environmental justice. If you choose to write to an elected official, remember to write to your elected official (e.g. state or national representative or senator).  Here’s a great resource for writing a letter to an elected official: http://www.ucsusa.org/action/writing-letters.html. You may also choose to write a letter to a CEO or corporate representative. 
· Other: Please run your idea by me before you begin working on the project.
Celebration and Appreciation (5% of final grade)
As you’ll no doubt discover in this class, environmental justice can be a depressing topic of discussion. Given our necessary focus on the negative consequences of environmental injustice this semester, for your last field assignment I’d like to celebrate the people and communities that provide optimism for the environmental justice movement. You may choose either an EJ hero or a SPECIFIC EJ success story to document in this assignment.  Please do not choose a person or case study that we have discussed in detail in class. You’re welcome to define EJ quite broadly for this assignment.
I’m creating a website to highlight some of these environmental justice success stories, so please create a product that you are willing to share with the world.  If do not want me to include your work on the website, that’s fine, just let me know when you turn it in. You will create some sort of product that can be featured on the website – a video, audio recording, essay, photo essay, collage, interview transcript, etc. Please choose a format with which you are comfortable.  You are more than welcome to directly contact EJ activists and stakeholders to gather information for this project; remember to be respectful of their time and to ask permission if you’d like to quote them or record and publish their statements. Please secure their permission via email and include a copy of any of these permissions with your final product. Since we’ll be posting these on the Internet, please be particularly vigilant about video and photo rights, as well. 

