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BIOLOGY 1000

THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT
lecture: A213, MON, WED, FRI 1:00-1:50

MICHAEL PHILLIPS

Office:
B-318


Phone:
244-0394


e-mail:
mike_phillips@ivcc.edu (please put “BIO 1000" in the subject heading)


web site:
www.ivcc.edu/phillips/


Office Hours:
see attached, also available by appointment

GENERAL COURSE DESCRIPTION &

KEY OBJECTIVES
1.
Understand scientific methods of inquiry.

2.
Understand the causes of environmental problems.

3.
Understand the concept of an ecosystem.

4.
Understand the identification and assessment of environmental risk.

5.
Understand the occurrence of natural resources and their importance and the difference between renewable and non-renewable resources.

6.

Identify the impacts of humans on the environment.

7.
Understand the concept of biodiversity and why it is considered important.

8.
Understand the characteristics of environmental science.

9.

Demonstrate an awareness of local, national, and global environmental issues.

10.

Express insight and judgment with regard to future options that may resolve environmental concerns.

TEXT
Kaufmann and Cleveland, Environmental Science
GENERAL EDUCATION GOALS
The purpose of general education at IVCC is to enhance students’ abilities to think and act responsibly as citizens in a changing world.
The following IVCC general education goals will be addressed in this course.

1.
To apply analytical and problem solving skills to personal, social, and professional issues and situations.

2.
To communicate orally and in writing, socially and interpersonally.

3.
To develop an awareness of the contributions made to civilization by the diverse cultures of the world.

4.
To understand and use contemporary technology effectively and to understand its impact on the individual and society.

5.
To work and study effectively, both individually and in collaboration with others.

6.
To understand what it means to act ethically and responsibly as an individual in one’s career and as a member of society.

7.
To develop and maintain a healthy lifestyle physically, mentally, and spiritually.

8.
To appreciate the ongoing value of learning, self-improvement, and career planning.

ORGANIZATION
· The course is divided into topic sessions each of which covers two class periods.  Each session will begin with a short description of the topic highlighting key points.  This will be followed by small group discussions and time for questions.  Each student will write a one page summary of the discussion and submit it for a grade.

· You should complete the reading assignments prior to date the assigned topic will be discussed so you can ask questions and participate in the class discussion.  I will also be available during my office hours to guide you through the assignments and answer your questions.  You are encouraged to work with others from the class; however, you should always submit your own work in your own words.

ATTENDANCE
Students are expected to attend all class sessions.  The student should notify the instructor prior to missing class if possible.  Missed exams will be made up at a time agreed upon by the instructor and student.  If you must miss an exam, you must notify the instructor prior to the exam date.

REQUIREMENTS
CLASS PARTICIPATION:  In order to check your understanding I will ask you questions about the material being covered.  “I don’t know” is commonly a favorite response to questions, but it is not acceptable in this course.  I expect an honest attempt at an answer, even if it is incorrect.
HOMEWORK: Homework assignments should be submitted as indicated on the course schedule.

· Topic Summaries: After each topic discussion has been completed, you will write a one page summary of the discussion and your conclusions, including any relevant citations.

· Candidate Profile: You will choose a candidate and research their positions on selected environmental issues.  You will turn in a 2-5 page brief describing their positions, including relevant citations.

· Choice Topic Project: Beginning at mid-term, environmental topics will be presented by students working in small groups.  Each group will provide the class with resources on the topic, present an overview of their topic, and direct a class discussion on the topic.  Topic Summaries will be due from all students as indicated.  A detailed description of the assignment will be developed in class.
DISCUSSION: You will be asked to discuss class material.  A description will be provided in class.
EXAMS: Exams will cover the material in the text and lectures. The exams will be a combination of multiple choice and short answer.

ASSESSMENTS:  I will occasionally ask you to assess my exams and instruction and your preparation and progress.  These assessments will not affect your grade.

READ THIS OUTLINE AND REFER TO IT DAILY. This handout includes lab assignments, reading assignments, exam dates and a study guide.  You are responsible for the material covered in this outline.  Not knowing that there is an exam will not excuse you from having to take it.

POLICIES
ATTENDANCE: You are expected to attend all class sessions.  You should always notify me prior to missing class.

WITHDRAWAL:  I can withdraw you from the course at your request or at my discretion.  The last day to withdraw is November 8.  I may withdraw you for the following reasons:

· three unexcused absences

· failure to complete one exam


note: If you have taken the first exam, I will withdraw you only if you request it.  Failure to request a withdrawal or complete the course will result in a grade of “F.”

You have the ability to initiate a withdrawal from classes. By completing the form in the Records Office or through the form located within WebAdvisor, you are authorizing IVCC to remove you from the course. Entering your student ID number serves as your electronic signature. IVCC has the right to rescind a withdrawal in cases of academic dishonesty or at the instructor’s discretion. You should be aware of the impact of a withdrawal on full-time status for insurance purposes and for financial aid. It is highly recommended that you meet with your instructor or with a counselor before withdrawing from a class to discuss if a withdrawal is the best course of action for you. More detailed information is available at www.ivcc.edu/admissions and selecting the menu item for Withdrawals on the left side of the page.

LATE POLICY:

· Exams must be made up within one week and may be essay or oral exams.  You must notify me prior to missing the exam.

· Homework must be turned in prior to the date indicated on the schedule.  Five points will be subtracted for each day late. 

· No late work will be accepted after the last day of classes (Tuesday, December 11).
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: You are encouraged to discuss class and homework with other students; however, all assignments must be your original work in your own words.  If you cheat on an exam, you will be given a failing grade for the exam and will be required to have a conference with me and the Division Chair. 
CONTACT ME: If you have conflicts, concerns, scheduling problems, study difficulties, test anxiety, a learning disability, or anything else that may interfere with your success in this class or if you have questions about the college, geology, your career path, or just about anything else, please stop by my office or send me an e-mail. I will do my best to help or direct you to someone who can.

PLEASE NOTE: All students will be responsible for checking their IVCC email. All electronic college correspondence will only be sent to the IVCC email. For information on accessing this account, go to http://www.ivcc.edu/studenthelpdesk.aspx?id=16712.
The student handbook and the college catalog should be reviewed to become familiar with all IVCC policies.
IMPORTANT NOTE
If you are a student with a documented cognitive, physical or psychiatric disability (anxiety, depression, bipolar disorder, AD/HD, post-traumatic stress, and others) you may be eligible for academic support services such as extended test time, texts on disc, note taking services, etc...  If you are interested in learning if you can receive these academic support services, please contact either Tina Hardy (tina_hardy@ivcc.edu, or 224-0284) or Judy Mika Judy_Mika@ivcc.edu or 224-0350), or stop by the Disability Services Office in B-204.
GRADE
The class is worth 470 points.



Exams (3 @ 100 pts.)
300 pts.



Topic summaries (15 @ 10 pts.)

150 pts.


 Candidate Profile Project (1 @ 20 pts.)

20 pts.


The grading scale will be:



90% and above
A



80% to 89%

B



70% to 79%

C



60% to 69%

D



below 60%

F

Grammar & Spelling are worth 10% of all assignments and exams.  Answers should be in complete, grammatically correct sentences. All words should be correctly spelled.  If you need help you should ask me, an English instructor, or the Academic Achievement Center (in LRC-B) for assistance.
Homework must be typed.  All students at IVCC have a computer account (you have already paid for it as part of your fees).  You may use the computers to prepare you homework (including checking the spelling and grammar).  If you have never touched a computer, now is the time!!!
The IVCC Writing Center offers free, unlimited, one-on-one tutoring for students in any class at any stage of their writing process. The Writing Center staff, which includes faculty and student tutors, is happy to assist students in understanding assignments, brainstorming topics, organizing and developing ideas, and revising and editing drafts. Our Quick Query service provides help with basic writing questions via email. The Writing Center also has handouts on grammar and style, writing reference materials, and documentation manuals available in the Center and in the Stylebook (http://www.ivcc.edu/stylebook). The schedule, appointment availability, and Quick Query instructions can be found by visiting the Web site (http://www.ivcc.edu/writingcenter), calling the Learning Commons at 815-224-0318, or stopping by the Writing Center in the Learning Commons.
EXTRA CREDIT
Term Paper/Project: You may apply the concepts learned in the class by writing a term paper or presenting a project discussing an environmental topic in greater detail than presented in the class.  You must have the topic approved by me.  Points will be assigned based on the depth of knowledge expressed in the paper/project.  You are expected to cite all references.  The term paper must be typed and proper English and spelling must be used.  If you are assigned a paper/project in another course and you choose a topic related to this course, you may be able to submit the paper to me as well.

Field Trips: The Chemistry Club will test the water quality of the Little Vermillion River north of LaSalle twice over the course of the semester.  Extra credit will be given for participating and writing a short paper describing what you did and discovered.

· River testing:  (Saturday morning, September_____ & October_____ (dates TBD), 8:15 to 12:00, meet in front of IVCC)

STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESS
· Attend all class sessions (and pay attention).

· Take notes.

· Read the assigned chapters prior to attending class.

· Read and work on the assignments prior to class.

· Ask questions about the material.  Talk to other students and to me.

· Look for aspects of the class that are especially interesting to you.

· Stop by my office.

· Get to know some of your classmates and work on homework and the study guide with them.

· Ask more questions.

· Use proper English and spelling on all assignments (worth 10% of all homework).

· Don’t rush through the homework, the questions are designed to evoke well though out responses, some questions do not have a “correct” answer, so the supporting justification will be the primary focus of my grading.

· Seek assistance at the Tutoring Center in B-325 (244-0479)
	SCHEDULE (subject to change)

	week of
	Monday
	Wednesday
	Friday

	8/20
	Introduction to “The Global Environment”
	Topic 1: Sustainable use

Read: T1
	Topic 1: Sustainable use

Read: T1

	8/27
	Topic 2: Environmental Science vs. Environmentalism

Read: T3
Topic 1 summary due  (10 pts.)
	Topic 2: Environmental Science vs. Environmentalism

Read: T3
	Topic 3: Is science enough?

Read: T3, 24

Topic 2 summary due  (10 pts.)

	9/3
	
	Topic 3: Is science enough?

Read: T3, 24
	Topic 4: What is the environment worth?

Read: T10, 11, 24

Topic 3 summary due  (10 pts.)

	9/10
	Topic 4: What is the environment worth?

Read: T10, 11, 24
	Topic 5: Does the environment have rights?

Topic 4 summary due  (10 pts.)
	Topic 5: Does the environment have rights?

	9/17
	Topic 6: Who is responsible for the environment?

Read: T11
Topic 5 summary due  (10 pts.)
	Topic 6: Who is responsible for the environment?

Read: T11
	Exam 1 (Topics 1-6) 100 pts.

Topic 6 summary due  (10 pts.)

	9/24
	Election Project introduction
	Introduction of Choice Topics: 
· Discuss assignment

· Brainstorm Choice Topics
	Advocacy for/against Topics

Selection of Choice topics

Choice Topic Requests Due (20 pts.)

	10/1
	Topic 7: R & D and

preparing to present (guided by class)
	Topic 7:  Presentation & assignment for class
	

	10/8
	Topic 7: Class discussion 
	Choice topic: reflection & questions 

Topic 7 summary due  (10 pts.)
	

	10/15
	Topic 8: Presentation & assignment for class


	Topic 8: Class discussion
	Topic 8: Presentation & assignment for class

Topic 9 summary due  (10 pts.)

	10/22
	Topic 9: Class discussion
	Topic 10: Presentation & assignment for class

Topic 9 summary due  (10 pts.)
	Topic 10: Class discussion

	10/29
	Election Project presentations 

Topic 10 summary due  (10 pts.)
	Election Project presentations
	

	11/5
	
	
	Topic 11: Presentation & assignment for class

	11/12
	
	Topic 11: Class discussion
	Topic 12: Presentation & assignment for class

Topic 11 summary due  (10 pts.)

	11/19
	Topic 12: Class discussion
	
	

	11/26
	Topic 13: Presentation & assignment for class

Topic 12 summary due  (10 pts.)
	Topic 13:  Class discussion
	Topic 14: Presentation & assignment for class

Topic 13 summary due  (10 pts.)

	12/3
	Topic 14: Class discussion
	Topic 15: Presentation & assignment for class

Topic 14 summary due  (10 pts.)
	Topic 15: Class discussion

	12/10
	Big Environmental Picture

Topic 15 summary due  (10 pts.)
	FINAL EXAM 100 pts.
	

	12/12-12/18
	Final Exam: Wednesday 12/12


Some Choice Topic suggestions: Should we designate & protect "endangered species" or ecosystems? Is human overpopulation a problem? Can population size be controlled? What is the best way to ensure there is enough food for everyone? Should we be concerned about using up any of the Earth's resources? Where does our energy future lie? What is a sustainable lifestyle? What should we do about all of our garbage? What should we do with hazardous waste? What should we do about air pollution? What should we do about global warming?  Should we all be tree-huggers?   What should we do about water pollution?
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