Environmental Justice Issue Essay
PHL 243 Philosophy and the Environment

Professor Paul Jeffries

Ripon College
In the coming weeks, we will be discussing several articles related to the topic of environmental justice.  The readings cover many issues but are aimed to provide you with a fundamental understanding of how questions about race, gender, indigenous people, and international law, are relevant to environmental justice.  For your next assignment, I would like you demonstrate your knowledge about environmental justice, and how it might be served by these diverse theoretical and practical consideration.  Specifically, I would like you to write an essay on one of the following fictional but somewhat realistic scenarios:

Option 1:  Fond du Lac County Land Use Policies:  Besides being one of our political science professors, Professor Marty Farrell serves as the chair of the Fond du Lac County Commission, as well.  The Commission is having a community hearing about how the county might make changes in its current land use and zoning policies.  Dr. Farrell has learned that you have been studying about how some historical land use practices and policies may have been instrumental in creating and perpetuating forms of environmental injustice.  Since our county is the location of one of the largest confined animal feeding operations (CAFOs) in the state, several prisons, several landfills, and substantial industrial activity, these issues surrounding just land use are particularly relevant to us.  Dr. Farrell would like the county reconsider the extent to which current policies could be made more just.  He would like you, as a citizen of the county, to prepare a statement for the meeting that sets out the three to five most important principles and/or practices that the county should consider in order to insure that its land use policies are just from an environmental perspective.  Which strategies do you think are the most/least important to adopt and upon what to you base this evaluation?  
Option 2:  WIPCS Conference on Indigenous Peoples and Environmental Justice:  The Wisconsin Institute for Peace and Conflict Studies (WIPCS), in conjunction with several local tribal governments in Wisconsin, will be hosting a conference on environmental racism in relation to indigenous peoples.  You have been invited to be part of a student panel that will focus on two issues.  First, provide two examples of environmental exploitation and/or degradation experienced by native peoples and explain why these are (or are not) forms of environmental racism.  Second, set out at least two principles or practices that emerge from the various native people’s traditions that one might consider examples of how to live in more just relationships with the wider natural (and social) environment.  Critically assess why these principles/practices are considered environmentally just and the extent to which they are or are not applicable today.  

Option 3:  Women’s History Month—Feminism and the Environment:  The Ripon College committee planning this springs’ “Women’s History Month” celebration has asked you be part of their “Feminism and…” student essay series in the school paper.  The series is designed for an exploration of how feminism has influenced a variety disciplines, activities, and experiences.  You have been asked to write the “Feminism and the Environment” essay.  For this essay, please set out four reasons and/or ways that approaches to feminism can provide valuable conceptual resources for developing a just approach to environmental ethics.  Briefly set out a description of feminism that highlights some of its central conceptual elements.  Then explain how such a feminist perspective can serve the interests of an environmental ethic.  Critically assess the extent to which you think a feminist approach to environmental ethics is a prudent strategy for serving the goal of environmental justice.  What are the strengths and weaknesses of a feminist, or even ecofeminist, framework for environmental justice?  
Option 4:  Rotary Lunch Talk—International Approaches to Environmental Justice:   The local chapter of Rotary International has invited you to speak at their upcoming lunch meeting.  They would like you to give a presentation on conceptual resources that are available to address problems of environmental injustice in an international setting.  Please identify at least four theoretical and/or practical resources (you must include at least one theoretical and one practical/applied example) that can be used to create more just approaches to environmental ethics between or among different nation states.  Explain the philosophical justifications for the resources you set out in your presentations.  Which approaches seem strongest? Weakest?  On what do you base these assessments?  
Your papers should be about four to six pages.  Follow the same procedures we have been using for these issue papers.  Be sure your essay has a brief introductory paragraph that gives an overview of the structure of your paper.  Also take the scenario of your chosen option into account as your write the essay, although do not get taken up trying to be too “cute” as you do so.  Your goal is to be thoughtfully engaging.  Clearly state the general point of the arguments, concepts, or resources you are analyzing and then be sure to provide the supporting arguments and evidence developing them in more detail. It is important to refer to at least two of articles from Chapter Nine on environmental justice.  Finally, at the end of your essay, be sure to tell me what you think of the arguments/concepts/ideas/practices you are examining.  Whether you agree or disagree with them, you must try to give a reason for your own evaluation.  

Remember to use quotation marks when quoting directly from a text, but, in a paper of this size, you should use quotations very selectively, if at all.  Always use citations to the page numbers in the texts when you are quoting or paraphrasing from one of the authors.  I want to know where in our text you found the various ideas you are discussing in your essays.  Be sure to explicitly cite/refer to articles from our text that you are using in your essays.  Remember that failure to properly cite one(s sources is plagiarism, which is a serious academic offense.  
All papers must be typed with double spacing and include page numbers.  Please proofread your essays.  Lack of clarity will hurt your overall analysis, and thus, the evaluation of your essay.
Best wishes on this project!  

Due:  [Specify date.  I usually give the students at least two weeks to complete the essay.]
