Sustainability in the Context of Water Essay 
Due Date: _______ (15 points)
[bookmark: _GoBack]There has been a lot to absorb in the course so far. Just what have you learned?  To highlight some of your learning gains, please provide a thoughtful response to 2 or more of the questions posed below. 
· How can the ways we allocate, use, and conserve water be considered unsustainable?  What makes them unsustainable as opposed to less than ideal?
· Why should we focus our attention on agricultural practices when concerned with water sustainability?
· What metrics or criteria of water sustainability should we be focusing on the most?  Who does “we” include?
· To what degree do these issues matter and what does it have to do with you?
Don't respond to these questions one at a time like this is a quiz. Instead, first think about the main points you want to make. These should be points that will demonstrate your advanced understanding of water sustainability challenges, as well as your connection to them.  Craft an introductory paragraph where you state your primary thesis, then spend the rest of the essay supporting your thesis.  
Supporting your thesis or assertions means you won’t just speak in generalities or share only your opinions on these matters, instead you will also point to supporting data or relevant statements from authors you believe to be trustworthy and insightful. Give appropriate credit for any external sources of information using a standard reference citation format.  Avoid plagiarism!  
Your essay should be 2-4 pages long.  Write it so that anyone can understand it, not just people in this course.  This implies that you will write a draft, mull it over, revise, and perhaps run it by someone else prior to submitting it.  
Earn up to 5 points for writing with college level grammar and adhering to all of the formatting and due date guidance in this document.  You can earn up to another 5 points depending on the degree to which you clearly specify a primary thesis and support it with external information/sources (e.g., the mechanics of persuasive writing).  You can earn up to another 5 points depending on the degree to which you “demonstrate your advanced understanding of water sustainability challenges, as well as your connection to them.”  Synthesize, analyze, evaluate… don’t just repeat what you’ve read or heard.  
