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Summary
This document provides context and guidance for Activity 2.1c – Class Debate: Should More of the World Rely on Virtual Water Trade? Following a short list of learning objectives, there is a reading list with active URLs.

Context
This activity and the in-class lectures and discussions that frame it provide students a chance to come to a difficult decision by weighing the pros and cons. They are confronted by the complexity of our water challenges and choices and the difficulty in managing water resources that meet the ideals of sustainability. As such, the activity provides an opportunity for students to advance in their critical and holistic thinking, as well as their collaboration and communication skills.

Learning Goals
Participation in Activity 2.1c is designed to help students advance in achievement of the following module learning goals:
1. Students will be able to explain how variability in water availability and current water use and management practices threaten ecological integrity, human health, security, and agricultural production.
2. Students will be able to explain what goes into the calculation of virtual water amounts and water footprints and the application of these concepts.
Participation in Activity 2.1c will also help students advance in achievement of the following unit specific learning objectives:
Upon completion of the unit, students should be able to:
1. Explain the concept of virtual water and how the amounts of water embedded in commodities varies by commodity and region of production.
2. Evaluate the pros and cons of virtual water trade. 
3. Demonstrate improved ability to analyze and evaluate complex quantitative information.

Activity 2.1c Instructions for Instructors – (~60 minutes in class, 20 minutes on Day 1 and 40 minutes or more on day 2)
Students will be well primed for this debate by Activities 2.1a and b. Activity 2.1a is the reading assignment and online discussion regarding virtual water trade. Activity 2.1b has the students analyze virtual water quantities in commodities and how that varies from region to region. 
What follows are the suggested steps for running the Class Debate: Should the World Rely More on Virtual Water Trade?
A. At the end of Activity 2.1b, give the students a brief break. 
B. Have them return and get into small groups.
C. Present the following guidance on a PowerPoint slide (included in the PowerPoint presentation for Activity 2.1b)
a. Prepare to make a case both in support and against the following statement:
More of the world should rely on virtual water trade
b. Come up with a list of arguments for and against (10 minutes)
c. Discuss the ramifications of the arguments (5 minutes) 
d. Find out where your group members stand on this issue (5 minutes)
D. Tell the students that one side of the classroom will argue the affirmative side while the while the other side of the room will argue the negative side. Which side gets which position will be determined at the beginning of the next class. 
END OF CLASS 1 – CONTINUE ACTIVITY 2.1c ON THE NEXT CLASS DAY
E. Once the students are settled, and after taking care of usual class business, declare which half of the class will be making arguments in support of the debate statement (More of the world should rely on virtual water trade) and which half will be arguing against it.
F. Start the debate by asking for someone on the affirmative side to make a point supporting their position in under 1 minute. Summarize the point on the whiteboard. (1 minute)
G. Follow this up with a point for the negative side, with the same time limit. Summarize the point on the whiteboard. (1 minute)
H. Go back and forth like this, uncovering the main points for and against the statement. Summarize the points on the whiteboard. (12 minutes)
I. Open up the debate to freeform rebuttal, where they can argue against points already made. Moderate this to keep student rebuttals concise. (10 minutes)
J. Take a vote of the students in the class. How many support the statement, how many don’t? Declare the winning side. (1 minute)


K. Foster an open discussion on the debate and its outcome. (10 minutes)
a. Ask the following questions:
i. How many people had their minds changed over the past hour?
ii. How difficult was it to weigh the pros and cons?
iii. How does virtual water trade highlight the ideological differences between sustainable development and sustainability? 
L. [bookmark: _GoBack]Show the remaining slides of the PowerPoint presentation summarizing primary benefits and negatives of virtual water trade, if desired and time allows.
