EDUC 339 Social Studies and Science in the Elementary School (5 credits)

Winter 14

Instructor: Rodger Hauge

Phone: Office: 359-6294/Cell 279-4358/Home 467-2499

email: rhauge@ewu.edu

Office Hours: As arranged or (0700 or 1000 TT)
General Description of Course: 

This course develops the importance and place of social studies and science in the total elementary curriculum. It includes formulation of goals for these subjects, selection of content to be taught at each grade level, development of unit plans and daily lesson plans utilizing recommended teaching, assessment, and management strategies, participation in teaching lessons in an elementary classroom, and familiarization with exemplary materials available for teaching these subjects. Technology will be utilized throughout the quarter as a tool to enhance the teaching process.

Course Outcomes:

Outcome 1: Candidates will conduct an investigation with some science or social studies concept. The requirement will be met by the candidate describing his/her initial observations that led to the choice of the topic, providing background information that describes the concept, generating a hypothesis or problem statement, presenting a list of materials, a procedure, results in tabular, graphic, and narrative form, plus conclusions and ideas for further work. This work may be done individually or in a small group of two if the concept explored merits the work of more than one candidate.
Outcome 2: Candidates will design two unit plans of three to five lessons each. One of the unit plans will be a soils unit; the other unit may focus on alternative energy. The soils unit will be in support of a NSF funded curricular project on elementary soils curriculum. Candidates will produce an artifact box that contains among other things: Lesson plans, student activities, artifacts, lists of materials needed, maps (1-2), charts (1-2), images (8 – 12), references, and other material as needed. The topic of the soils unit will be a local, regional, national, or international societal problem around soils. The soils unit will be presented to the class in a joint poster session in the ninth or tenth week of class. The alternative energy unit may support of the emerging Sustainability Center on campus. This unit may have a senior engineering student or two as partners. Both the soils unit and the Alternative Energy unit will be taught in your placement if at all possible. You may choose to opt out of the sustainability unit. If you do you will be required to produce a science unit on a topic of your choice. You may choose to be involved in both projects. All lessons will be in the TPA lesson plan format. You will use the TPA Format 2 from Taskstream. 

Outcome 3: Candidates will design a field trip lesson plan to a designated area in the “TPA format 2” lesson plan format. The field trip will be in the area of science or social studies. This plan will include one quantitative inquiry activity that is done in the field. Additionally candidates will prepare a brochure suitable to be sent home to inform parents of the coming activity. 

Outcome 4: Candidates will complete a performance-based final administered in class. Each candidate will have an individual content topic from science or social studies and their final will include student background information, a lesson plan, a completed data recording instrument, and a reflection on the inquiry processes used in the lesson. 
Detailed Course Requirements:
1.
Attendance to all class sessions is mandatory. Each absence results in a loss of .2 on your final grade without prior permission of the instructor.

2.
Since the class uses collaborative working strategies, you must come to the classroom prepared and ready to contribute to class discussions and activities. 

3.
You will develop one unit of three lessons in science and an integrated social studies unit. Either unit MAY be taught in your classroom placement. 
4.
Design a field trip with a quantitative, inquiry-based lesson. The lesson will include a quantitative inquiry activity that takes place in the field. Construct a three-fold brochure that could be sent home to parents about the trip. 
5.
Assignments will be given in class that use the computer for research and graphic presentation. Maps will be used in various applications.

6.
Type and proofread all assignments. 

7. 
Final. You will be given a performance final in week 10 of the quarter.

8.
All submissions will be via e-portfolio. 

Note: See Taskstream for due dates for assignments. No exceptions. No late work will be accepted. 
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Eastern Washington University Mission Statement: EWU expands opportunities for personal transformation through excellence in learning

Department of Education Mission Statement: The mission of the Department of Education is to prepare student-centered educators to be professionals, leaders, scholars, and practitioners.

Professionals: Student-centered educators exhibit character and dispositions expected of professionals embarking on a life-long career. They relate well to diverse populations, communicate effectively, and hold themselves to high ethical standards. 

Leaders: Student-centered educators think critically, mentor others, and encourage teacher voice as they work to create a learning atmosphere that reflects, collaborates, and advocates for the needs of the learning community.

Scholars: Student-centered educators know and apply current research to improve their instructional practices.
Practitioners: Student-centered educators reflect, collaborate, implement, integrate, transform, and build learning communities. 

