Honors 392: Volcanoes and Society
TuTh 9:00 – 10:15 AM; ERB 2104
Instructor:  Dr. Brittany Brand (please call me Brittany)
brittanybrand@boisestate.edu
Office hours: Thursday 10:30-11:30 am (or by appointment) ERB 5163
Final Exam: Tuesday December 17th, 9:30 – 11:30 am

Course Website: Blackboard
Homework and Reading Assignments will be announced in class and posted on blackboard. While we encourage you to work together on your homework you must answer all questions in your own words.  Identical answers or answers plagiarized (cut and pasted from a website or reading) will be given a zero.   
Late Policy: After 9 am on due date – 5% penalty.  An additional 10% penalty is given for each following day the homework is late.  Homework more than five days late is not accepted.  

Grading:  

	Homework and In-class Activities
	30%
	
	Letter Grade
	Percent Grade
	GPA

	Exam One
	25%
	
	A+
	97.5 – 100
	4.0

	Exam Two
	25%
	
	A
	90 – 97.5
	4.0

	Final Presentation 
	20%
	
	B+
	87.5 – 89
	3.3

	Total
	100%
	
	B
	80 – 87.5
	3.0

	
	
	C+
	77.5 – 79
	2.3

	
	
	C
	70 – 77.4
	2.0

	
	
	D+
	67.5 – 69
	1.3

	
	
	D
	60 – 67.5
	1.0

	
	
	F
	<59
	0


Course Objectives: The objective of this course is to explore volcanoes and volcanic eruptions, and examine their effect on the environment, life, and human societies. Local examples of recent volcanism and ancient examples of mega-eruptions will be used to illustrate these principals.  A three-week, end-of-term module will allow students to explore other types of natural hazards in our region and assess the perception of natural hazard and risk in their communities.      
Academic Honesty: Plagiarism, cheating, and other misconduct are serious violations of the student conduct code. We expect that you will know and follow the Boise State policies on cheating and plagiarism. Any suspected cases of academic misconduct will be handled according to BSU regulations. More information, including definitions and examples, can be found in the Student Code of Conduct Articles 2, 4 and 6 on Academic Dishonesty, Cheating, Classroom Misconduct, and Plagiarism. (http://ecampus.boisestate.edu/faculty/guidelines/honesty/) More information on how to avoid plagiarism is provided at the end of the syllabus.
Class Schedule (subject to change)
Tues Aug 27 

Class introduction, Brief history of volcanology
Thurs. Aug 30

Basics of Geology – Earth’s Structure and Plate Tectonics


Tues. Sept 3

Basics of Geology – Plate Tectonics exercises
Thurs. Sept 5
How to make magma 
Tues. Sept 10

Igneous rock types (online lecture) – Mineral and Rock Identification 



in class exercise
Thurs. Sept 12

Effusive Volcanism – Rifts and Divergent boundaries 
Tues. Sept 17

Effusive Volcanism – Hot Spots and Hawaiian volcanism
Thurs. Sept 19
Phreatomagmatic Volcanism
Tues.  Sept 24
Review 
Thurs. Sept 26
EXAM 1
Tues. October 1
Geothermal Energy (Walt Snyder)
Thurs. October 3
Effusive Volcanism – Convergent Boundaries (Craig White)
Tues. October 8
Explosive Volcanism 
Thurs. October 10
Volcanic hazards – Eruption Columns and Pyroclastic Density Currents
Saturday October 12

Field Trip!! 
Tues. October 15
Volcanic hazards – Debris Flows and Lahars

Thurs. October 17
Volcanic hazards – Gas and Climate Change
Tues. October 22
Volcano Monitoring (reading and online lecture) – Monitoring in class exercise
Thurs. October 24
Mt St Helens (1980 eruption)
Review Session Time and location TBA
Tues. October 29
EXAM 2
Thurs. October 31
Hot spot volcanoes – Super Volcanoes!
Tues. November 5
Public perception of volcanic hazard and risk
Thurs. November 7
Public perception of volcanic hazard and risk – in class exercise
Tues. November 12 
Public perception of volcanic hazard and risk – in class exercise 
Thurs. November 14
 Public perception of volcanic hazard and risk – in class exercise
Supervolcano Night!  – Thursday November 14th, 6-8 pm - Location TBA
Tues. November 19
Hazard and Risk Module
Thurs. November 21 
Hazard and Risk Module
Tues. November 26    NO CLASS – Thanksgiving week 
Thurs. November 28  
NO CLASS – Thanksgiving week 
Tues. December 3 
Hazard and Risk Module

Thurs. December 5
Hazard and Risk Module
 
Tues. December 10
Dead Week – work on final presentations
Thurs. December 12
Dead Week – work on final presentations
Tuesday December 17th, 9:30 – 11:30 am – Final Presentations

Plagiarism and Student Writing

Plagiarism occurs whenever someone uses the ideas or writings of another as their own without giving due credit. According to the Committee on Academic Conduct (1994, p. 23), a student commits plagiarism by: 

1. Using another writer's words without proper citation. 

If you use another writer's words, you must place quotation marks around the quoted material and include a footnote or other indication of the source of the quotation. 

2. Using another writer's ideas without proper citation. 

When you use another author's ideas, you must use a citation to indicate where this information can be found. Your instructors want to know which ideas and judgments are yours and which you arrived at by consulting other sources. Even if you arrived at the same judgment on your own, you need to acknowledge that the writer you consulted also came up with the idea.... 
3. Citing your source but reproducing the exact words of a printed source without quotation marks. 

This makes it appear that you have paraphrased rather than borrowed the author's exact words. 

4. Borrowing the structure of another author's phrases or sentences without crediting the author from whom it came. 

This kind of plagiarism usually occurs out of laziness: it is easier to replicate another writer's style than to think about what you have read and then put it in your own words. For example (Hacker, 1989, p. 171): 

Original: If the existence of a signing ape was unsettling for linguists, it was also startling news for animal behaviorists. 

Unacceptable borrowing of words: An ape who knew sign language unsettled linguists and startled animal behaviorists. 

Unacceptable borrowing of sentence structure: If the presence of a sign-language-using chimp was disturbing for scientists studying language, it was also surprising to scientists studying animal behavior. 

Acceptable paraphrasing: When they learned of an ape's ability to use sign language, both linguists and animal behaviorists were taken by surprise. 

5. Borrowing all or part of another student's paper or using someone else's outline to write your own paper. 

6. Using a paper writing "service" or having a friend write the paper for you. 

Regardless of whether you pay a stranger or have a friend do it, it is a breach of academic honesty to hand in work that is not your own or to use parts of another student's paper. 

How Do You Avoid Plagiarism?
· Understand your subject! Often students will want to recopy entire sections of a scientific paper -- with or without crediting the original author -- because they don't really understand what they are writing. If you can't put the information into your own words, you aren't ready to write about it. To learn how to paraphrase what you want to write, first try to explain it to someone else. 

· Use others' ideas or writing as support for, not in place of, your own ideas. If your ideas come directly from another source, cite that source. 

· When taking notes for a paper, always distinguish your ideas from those from the source you are reading. Establish a pattern and use it consistently. For example, write information obtained from another source in brackets or parentheses, and write your own ideas without brackets. Alternatively, use different colors of ink to distinguish between original and non-original ideas. 

· Always paraphrase unless you are quoting directly. Rework an idea and shorten it. If the idea is new or not common knowledge, make sure to cite the source in a footnote or in the body of your paper. 

When Do You Use Quotation Marks? 

· Use quotation marks whenever you are using someone else's words exactly, but use direct quotes sparingly (e.g., to support your point with the words of an authority, or when original wording is unusual, strong, or characteristic of the speaker). Writing in your own words, using a few quotes o strengthen your main points, shows that you understand your topic. Stringing quotes together suggests that you don't. Arguments made in scientific writing rarely focus on the specific words used in the source material -- unlike arguments made in literary criticism, for example – so students may find that they use quotes less often in scientific papers. 

When Do You Use Footnotes or Citations? 

· Anytime that you quote someone, you must refer to the source and exact page number. If you are paraphrasing another writer's ideas or opinions, or information that is not common knowledge, you must cite the source. Citations are important, not only because they give credit to the original author, but also because they allow your reader to find the original information. 

When academic dishonesty has been alleged, the following procedure will be used:

1. the faculty member will document the incident of academic dishonesty, being as complete as possible;

2. the faculty member will notify the student of his/her belief that the student has committed academic dishonesty and will provide the student with an opportunity to respond to the allegation before making a final decision;

3. if the complaint is made by someone other than the faculty member, the faculty member will be informed and brought into the discussion;

4. the faculty member will notify the student of the sanction given for her/his academic dishonesty and his/her right to appeal;

5. depending on the violation, the sanction may include, but is not limited to, receiving a failing grade on the assignment and/or receiving a failing grade in the course;

6. the faculty member will notify the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities in writing on the appropriate form, sending copies to the department chair and to the college dean;

7. the faculty member may make recommendations to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities to take further action up to and including suspension and/or expulsion from the University;

8. the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities will notify the student that a Student Conduct complaint has been received;

9. the student has until the stated deadline in the notification letter to submit an appeal in writing to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities;

10. appeals will be heard by the Appellate Board

Students found responsible for more than one act of academic dishonesty will be referred to the Student Conduct Appellate Board. The Board will review the student’s record of academic dishonesty for possible further sanctioning, which may include suspension and/or expulsion from Boise State University. 
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