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Activity 3.2
Before class students should read their assigned articles, as outlined in Activity 3.1 Teaching Materials.
Lead Debate / Policy Memo Preparation and Description (25 minutes):
Distribute Activity 3.2 Student Materials. This document outlines the process of the debate and how students should prepare. Assign several students to represent each stakeholder group. The student materials direct each group to analyze the available data from Brookton and reflect on the concerns, resources, and values of their stakeholder role. Students should come to class with their opinions ready and be prepared to present this proposal in a way that would be persuasive to City Council. If time allows, students may break into groups and begin preparing their arguments with their stakeholder groups.

Stakeholder groups (student roles):
o	Landlords
o	Community members from each of four neighborhoods (Northtown, Easttown, Southtown, Westtown)
o	Elementary School teachers/principal
o	Health care providers (doctor/nurse)
o	City Council members (3-5)
o	Mayor	

The debate is the final class session of the Lead in the Environment module. The summative assessment to complete this element includes 2 parts, a Systems Diagram and Policy Memo. Part of this class session should be spent assigning and explaining these assignments.
Summative Assessment Description (25 minutes): 
Show students the presentation Activity 3.2 Systems Diagram Examples. Explain that they will be constructing a diagram of this sort for lead as part of their summative assessment. Students should incorporate information based off of the article they prepared for class and what was taught in previous classes, including mining, paint/housing, and lead battery industries. Pose the following questions to the class and briefly discuss each to help students think through the systems of lead. 
1) Where did it originate (naturally occurring lead)? 
2) Where is lead migrating to?
3) What are the processes by which it gets to each step? 
4) How did lead get to industrial use? 
5) Where does lead go? 
Emphasis should be placed on the system of lead in a bigger picture to understand legacy sources that cause risk in our present environment. If students do not have experience with systems thinking from prior experiences, it may be important to highlight those elements that are involved. Instructor should be sure to highlight the 3 main spheres that lead interacts in, specifically the geosphere, anthrosphere and biosphere, even though lead is also present in the atmosphere and hydrosphere. The purpose of introducing these topics is so students do not focus on lead just within a single household, but rather look at lead in a complete system and multiple spheres.
Additionally, each student will write a one-page policy memo to the City Council arguing for a solution of their choosing. The “policy memo” will: 
1. Briefly characterize the problem using provided data,
2. Propose a solution to the problem, 
3. Argue for this solution based on evidence, examples, and knowledge from earlier module units, and
4. Reflect the interests, incentives, and constraints of their target audience (City Council). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Policy memos are often very challenging for students to write, especially on an unfamiliar topic with incomplete information and uncertainties. It may be helpful to remind them that this is in fact the situation of most real policy debates—information is lacking and solutions are seldom clear-cut. Additionally, having students critique sample policy memos can be a helpful warm-up to this assignment.

At the end of class, distribute the official assignment sheets for the summative assessment including the systems diagram and policy memo, Activity 3.2 Homework Materials. These assignments may be due at the class after the debate.
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