Suffolk University
Department of Government
Government 438—Environmental Policy and Politics
Spring 2016

Classroom:		Sawyer 134
Course meetings: 	Tuesday and Thursday, 2:30-3:45 PM
Final examination: 	Wednesday, May 4, 1-3 PM
Instructor:		John C. Berg
[bookmark: _GoBack]Guest Instructor:	Martha Richmond
Office:			10th floor, 73 Tremont Street
Phone:		617-573-8126 (office); 617-899-7324 (mobile)
Email:			jberg@suffolk.edu
Office hours:		Monday 3-4, Wednesday, 4-5, Tuesday 12-1

Course description: This course examines the policies and politics that affect the environment. It examines the origins of the environmental movement in the United States, focusing on the development and present function of government and nongovernmental organizations responsible for the development and implementation of national, state, and local environmental policies. This course will have a service learning component.
Course objectives: In this course you should acquire knowledge about:
· The major political processes involved in making American environmental policy
· The government agencies and policies involved in protecting and preserving the environment in the United States
· The major political groups – interest groups, advocacy organizations, and NGOs – trying to influence environmental policy
· The different worldviews which are used by participants in debating environmental issues
You should also develop the skills to:
· Find information about environmental issues
· Work with others to be an effective advocate on environmental matters
What to expect: This course follows the federal definition of a credit-hour, viz., that for a 4-credit course you should normally need to put in 180 hours (12 hours a week for 15 weeks) of effort, including time in class, time reading, time researching and writing papers, and time at your service-learning placement.
Assigned books:
· Robert Gottlieb, Forcing the Spring: The Transformation of the American Environmental Movement (Washington: Island Press, 2005)
· Frances Moore Lappé and Anna Lappé, Hope’s Edge: The Next Diet for a Small Planet (New York: Tarcher, 2003)
· Walter A. Rosenbaum, Environmental Policy and Politics, 9th ed. (Washington: CQ Press, 2014)
· Worldwatch Institute, State of the World 2015: Confronting Hidden Threats to Sustainability, (Washington: Island Press, 2015) (SOTW)
Special Module: Lead in the Environment: After an introductory class, the course will begin with a three-week module on lead in the environment. Beginning with an interdisciplinary study of a particular environmental problem will give us a context for our later examination of the mechanisms by which environmental policies are formulated, debated, adopted, and implemented. This module is part of the InTeGrate program through the National Science Foundation, and will be taught by one of its authors, Professor Martha Richmond. Because we are piloting the module prior to its wider diffusion, you will be given a pre-test and a post-test; these are ungraded, but material from the module will also be included in the midterm and final examinations. Because the pre-test and post-test constitute research, you will also be asked to sign an informed consent form if you choose to participate in the research. This will be explained further in the first class meeting.
Community-based research: Community-based research (CBR) is an advanced form of service-learning, in which your service involves the application of the academic knowledge and skills you have mastered in your field of study. In this course, students will be assigned in groups to work with a single community partner, on a specific project, for the duration of the semester. You should expect to spend 15 hours working directly with the group, in addition to the time required for completing the research and preparing your report. Each group will present a report on its project both orally and in writing during the last week of classes. A class period early in the semester will include a meeting with the community partners to learn about their projects and assign each student to a group.
Reading assignments and topics for discussion:
January 19: Pretest and informed consent forms for “Lead in the Environment."
January 21: Introduction to community partners for CBR project.
January 26: Overview of course and review of learning objectives.
January 28: Lead in the Environment I.
February 2: Lead in the Environment II.
February 4: Lead in the Environment III.
February 9: Lead in the Environment IV.
February 11: Lead in the Environment V.
February 16: Lead in the Environment VI.
March 3: Rosenbaum, ch. 1-3; Lappés, Prologue-ch. 1
March 8: Rosenbaum, ch. 4-5; 
March 10: Lappés, ch. 2-5
Spring Break
March 22: Rosenbaum, ch. 6-7; Lappés, ch. 6-9
March 24: Midterm Examination
March 29: Rosenbaum, ch 8-10
March 31: First paper due; Lappés, ch. 10-11 + “Taking Off” section. 
April 5: Gottlieb, both introductions (pp. 1-40); SOTW ch. 1-2
April 7: Gottlieb, ch. 1-2; SOTW ch. 3-4
April 12: Gottlieb, ch. 3-4; SOTW ch. 5-6
April 13: Gottlieb, ch. 5-6; SOTW ch. 7
April 19: Gottlieb, ch.7; SOTW ch. 8-9; Second paper due
April 21: Gottlieb, ch.8
April 26: Review for final examination
April 28: Presentations of Community-Based Research
Components of grade:
· Lead in the Environment (25% - graded assignments 15%, attendance 10%)
· Midterm examination (15%)
· Final examination (25%)
· Personal reflections on CBR (5%)
· Group report on CBR (5% written, 5 % oral)
· First paper (5%)
· Second paper (20%)
· Class participation (5%)
Lead in the Environment Module: Because of the interactive nature of the module, attendance at all class meetings is required. In addition, there are a number of in-class and out-of-class assignments to complete.
Class participation: You will receive up to 5 points for participation, as follows (add points for attendance to points for contribution):
· Little or no attendance – 0 points; Spotty attendance – 1 point; Regular attendance – 2 points
· Rare or uninformed contributions to discussion – 1 point; Occasional useful contributions to discussion – 2 points; Frequent useful contributions to discussion – 3 points
Papers:
· First paper: Please write a short paper (double-spaced, 2-4 pages) in which you choose one of the case studies in chapters 2-10 of Hope’s Edge and discuss the degree to which it does or does not illustrate the “five thought traps” (see chapter 1) and the “five liberating ideas” (see chapter 11). Due: March 10.
· Second paper, due April 19: Choose any issue in US national environmental policy and write an 8-page report, with the following elements:
· Executive summary: 1 page
· Description of the problem to be solved: 2 pages
· Description of alternative policy proposals: 1 page
· Evaluation of alternative policy proposals: 3 pages
· Recommendations: 1 page
Course policies:
Makeup Examinations: Attendance at examinations at the scheduled time is required. Except in the case of a last-minute emergency, alternative examination times must be requested before the scheduled time. There will be one makeup time for the midterm examination, if needed. Makeups of the final examination will be scheduled, and the examinations administered, by the Dean of Students.
Academic Integrity: Cheating on examinations, plagiarism and/or improper acknowledgment of sources in essays or research papers, and the use of a single essay or paper in more than one course, without the permission of the instructor, constitute unacceptable academic conduct. Student work may be checked by plagiarism detection software. Academic honesty is a fundamental value of teaching, learning, and scholarship. University policy expects faculty members who suspect academic dishonesty to report incidents to the Student Affairs Office for adjudication.

Physical/Emotional Health: A range of issues can cause barriers to learning, such as strained relationships, increased anxiety, health issues, alcohol/drug problems, feeling down, difficulty concentrating, lack of motivation or feeling ill. University resources can help you address these and other concerns. You can learn more about Suffolk’s broad range of medical and confidential mental health services at www.suffolk.edu/health.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: If you anticipate issues with the format or requirements of this course, please meet with me to discuss ways to ensure your full participation in class. If you determine that you need formal, disability-related accommodations, you must register with the Office of Disability Services (located at 73 Tremont Street, 7th floor, 617.994.6820, disabilityservices@suffolk.edu) and notify me of your eligibility for reasonable accommodations. www.suffolk.edu/disability.  

The Early Alert Project: This class participates in Suffolk’s Early Alert Project. Around week 6, I will notify the Center for Learning and Academic Success (CLAS), if you have struggled with writing or language skills, excessive absences, incomplete work, or difficulty with the course content. This warning indicates concerns about your progress that need to be addressed immediately. If you receive an Early Alert, please visit me during my office hours so we may talk about strategies for how you can be successful in this class.
http://www.suffolk.edu/academics/3057.php .

The Center for Learning and Academic Success: (CLAS) offers academic coaching and tutoring in math, writing and English, and many other CAS and SBS courses.  Students may join study groups, participate in drop-in services, or make appointments with tutors and academic coaches to reinforce course content, develop writing, and strengthen effective study habits.  For a complete review of free services, workshops and online resources go to www.suffolk.edu/CLAS, call 617.573.8235, email clas@suffolk.edu or visit CLAS on the 2nd Level of Sawyer Library at 73 Tremont Street.

Statement for International Students: International Student Services Office (ISSO), a part of the Center for International Programs and Services, provides comprehensive support to international students regarding immigration status and DHS regulatory responsibilities. If you are an international student in F-1 or J-1 status, you are responsible to maintain full-time enrollment (minimum of 12 units) every semester, else your immigration status is at risk.  For more information, go to http://www.suffolk.edu/isso, call 617.573.8154, email isso@suffolk.edu or visit ISSO on the 6th floor of 73 Tremont.

Statement on Technology Services: Suffolk University provides a variety of resources to support course technology: University Help Desk (Mon-Fri, 8:30am – 8pm):  617.557.2000 or helpdesk@suffolk.edu.

Course Cancellation Plan: In case of snow days or other course cancellations, we will meet on the necessary number of scheduled “inclement weather makeup days,” February 26, March 4, February 27, and March 5, in that order.  You should continue with all reading assignments as given on the syllabus.
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