Writing Assignment 5
Women and Water
The lack of significant infrastructure to piped fresh water in drought-prone areas causes millions of people—especially the poorest in all societies—to have limited access to safe drinking water. Therefore, it is fair to say that water crises are both environmental crises as well as crises of social inequality.

Learning Goals
The activities included in this lesson require examinations of examples of water scarcity and contamination in varied geographic locations, and proposing potential solutions to inequitable access to clean water based on principles of the hydrologic cycle. It foregrounds science in relation to gender equity issues. The specific learning objectives are as follows:
· Compare and contrast water scarcity issues facing women in developing countries.
· Explain why some populations lack access to a adequate supply of fresh water.

1. READ – “The Common Interests of Feminism, Earth Science, and Environmental Justice”  and
 “Water, Women, and Community in Trinidad, West Indies” by Jill S. Schneiderman.
These articles will alert you to the need to consider fresh water availability and its relationship to the quality of life, especially for women and children.

2.  Download the Google Earth file -- Google Earth file Trinidad and Water  

3. Open the Google Earth program  at www.google.com 
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4. After opening the Google Earth program, go to “My Places.”
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5. Go to “Settings” and then “Enable KML File Import”
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6. Go to “My Places,” then “Import KML File”
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7. Go to “Open File”
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8. Import the Google Earth KML File – Trinidad and Water.  Click Save.
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9. Click on the various yellow point symbols to read information about water scarcity issues at those locations.
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10. Use information from the two articles by Jill Schneiderman and the Google Earth map to write detailed 300+ word responses to each of the following.
· Describe in detail at least three water scarcity or quality issues faced by women and inhabitants of Trinidad.
Write answer here
· Describe several specific examples of how people in Trinidad are negatively impacted by water scarcity and the ways that they were negatively impacted.
Write answer here
· Describe instances of where and how some water scarcity or water quality issues were remedied?
 Write answer here
· What hydrologic principles do you think are relevant to solving these types of problems?
Write answer here


11. Please write a 250+ word essay (total) including answers to the following
	     What did you find interesting about this assignment? What did you find most challenging?
What did you learn from the assignment?
On a scale of 1 to 10, rank the level of your understanding of the importance of the hydrologic cycle to remedying environmental inequity. Please explain your answer.
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Although roughly 90% of the population of Trinidad has access to an
improved public water supply, that supply is often "haphazardly
intermittent.” Since the early 1950s and continuing until the very recent
past the community of Plum Mitan in east-central Trinidad had
managed a local spring to provide villagers with a supply of potable
water independently of the national public water supply operated by the
nation's Water and Sewerage Authority (WASA).
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