GEO 3354  Environment & Human Ecology - Spring 2017  Dr. John Warford  
time: TTH 2:00 - 3:15am  place: Tucker Hall room # 102 e-mail: john.warford@famu.edu  
office: Tucker Hall #309  phone: 561-2061 office hrs: TTH 3:30 - 4:30pm and by appointment
I.   Required Text: none Suggested Text: Ormsby, Tim et.al. 2008. Getting to know ArcGIS Desktop. Redlands, CA:ESRI Press. Second Edition Note: I will use the edition that has been updated for ArcGIS 9.3.1. The software has changed significantly from verson 9.2.Make sure the ArcGIS DVD in the book is version 9.3.
II.  Course Description: This course is an in-depth look at the relationships of overpopulation, hunger, resource shortages, and environmental deterioration (four core themes) – using Geographic Information Systems and Science (GIS) – tools for managing, describing, analyzing, and presenting information about relationships between where features are and what they are like. GIS is a computer-based tool that uses spatial (geographic) data to analyze and solve real-world problems.
III.  Performance Objectives: The course seeks to provide students with a basic level of familiarity with 1) natural resource dynamics, 2)  the consequences of environmental impacts, and 3)  basic principles & techniques of GIS, emphasis will be placed on data collection, entry, storage, analysis and output using ArcGIS. 4) the range of possibilities for GIS-based work.

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

· Describe the dynamics of our 4 core themes & their relationships to each other.
· Explain the importance of scale, projection, and coordinate systems in GIS.
· Recognize vector and raster data structures, and the appropriate use of each of these data structures.
· Articulate the basics of data capture, storage, analysis, and output in GIS, and
· Recognize typical uses of GIS in business, government, and resource management.
VI.  Course General Outline (see page 2 of syllabus)
VII.  Evaluation and Grading Factors:

A midterm exam (30% of your grade), 1 group project / EJ Screen, (20%) class participation (20%), and a final exam (30%).  Timely notification of testing dates will be given.  Late work can be grade deducted.  Makeups may be given.
VIII.  Attendance Policy:
Consistent class attendance is mandatory.  Unexcused absences will negatively affect your final grade.  Be on time. Tardiness is a distraction. Also, you miss important information by not being present. 
IX.  Student Conduct:

You are expected to carry yourself at all times in a way that preserves a supportive learning environment and maintains the safety and welfare of the FAMU community.  Pay full attention in class at all times.  Phone usage and text messaging are prohibited in the classroom.  No phones in view.  No sagging pants or overly revealing clothing. Smart Classroom Technology will be used, and laptops and tablets are welcome. 
