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NOAA 2012 Atlantic Hurricane Season Outlooks

August May 19

Activity Type Update Outlook
Chance Above Normal 35% 25%
Chance Below Normal 15% 25%
Named Storms* 12-17 9-15 12
Hurricanes* 5-8 4-8 6
Major Hurricanes 2-3 1-3 3
ACE (% Median) 75-135 65-140 71-111%*

The outlooks indicate a 70% probability for eachrange of activity.
* Includes all such storms regardless of strength
**A near-normal season has ACE values of 71%-111% of the median.

The updated outlook indicates an increased likelihood (compared to May) of an above-normal
season, and a reduced chance for a below-normal season. The predicted range of named storms has
hifted upward, and the lower bound for hurricanes, major hurricanes and ACE has increased.

Acti to date: 6 named storms, which includes four tropical storms and two hurricanes
& Expected acti for rest of season: 6-11 named storms, 3-6 hurricanes, 2-3 major hurricanes.
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Saffir-Simpson Scale

+ Based on wind speed:
‘Maximum Sustained

Hurricane Category 5 =157
Hurricane Category 4 130156
Hurricane Category 3 1129
Hurricane Category 2 %6110
Hurricane Category 1 7495

Hurricanes that are Category 3 or higher (>111 knots) are called Major Hurricanes.
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The Tropical Multi-Decadal Signal SinceH905

The combination of an enhanced West African monsoon system and suppressed convection
over the Amazon Basin has been in place during August-October since 1995. Similar

onditions were also present during the active period 1950-1969,and opposite anomaly
patterns were associated with the below-normal hurricane era 1971-1994.The current
patterns favor expanded upper-level easte (green arrow) and weaker easterly trade s
(blue arrow) across the tropical Atlantic, which contribute to warmer SSTs, reduced vertical
wind shear, and a more conducive African easterly Jet.









