Spanish 261: El mundo físico (The Physical World)





Fall 2015
Profesora: Ruth Hoff

Oficina: 224 Hollenbeck

Correo electrónico: rhoff@wittenberg.edu

Teléfono: 327-7840 
Horas de consulta:  
lunes

2:00 – 4:00 pm 



      
martes

10:00 – 11:00 am



miércoles
2:00 – 3:00 pm



viernes

9:15 – 10:15 am




o con cita previa

This course serves as an introduction to the Hispanic world by highlighting the diverse nature and cultures of Spanish-speaking people focusing on speech patterns, climate, geography and environmental issues.  The course will also develop language skills that will enhance student’s ability to express themselves in Spanish.  Prerequisite:  Spanish 112 or Spanish 150 or placement at the 200 level.  

Learning goal outcomes – by the end of this course, you will be able to: 

1. make connections between the science of freshwater systems and principles of environmental justice;
2. articulate cultural similarities and differences between various communities in the United States and the Hispanic world as they relate to the environment;

3. comprehend and discuss authentic texts related to climate, the environment, and the natural world;
4. identify countries and significant geographic features of the Spanish-speaking world;  
5. demonstrate an intermediate-level of competence in the grammar topics covered in the course;

6. identify your own strengths and weaknesses in pronunciation as well as develop a plan for improvement in this area as needed

Texts:  
Manual de gramática 5/e by Zulma Iguina and Eleanor Dozier.  Cengage Learning: 2012.

Materials on Moodle, photocopies, and other web resources

Participation and attendance: Your daily participation grade will be based on the following: readiness to participate, preparation, effort made to speak only Spanish whenever possible (including small group work), and attendance/punctuality.   As a half-semester course, every class period is vital.  Keep me informed if you absolutely must miss a class.  For each absence (excused or unexcused) above two, your participation grade will be lowered one full grade.

Homework (‘tarea’):  Homework may include reading and preparing activities or presentations for class, reviewing grammar points, completing short writing samples or responses to readings.  NO LATE HOMEWORK WILL BE ACCEPTED.

Writing assignment: There will be several short formal and informal writing assignments during the semester.  Peer editing, rough drafts, and grammar revisions will be part of the writing process for the more formal assignment which is noted on the syllabus.

Pronunciation evaluation and plan:  Early in the semester, students will meet individually with me to identify strengths and weaknesses in pronunciation and to develop a plan to improve targeted areas.  A follow-up evaluation will occur at the end of the course.  Speakers with native or near-native pronunciation will complete an alternative activity to be determined in consultation with the professor.

Presentation:  Student will be responsible for researching and presenting personalized maps and geography of a selected country or region.  
Quizzes:  The 3 quizzes for this course may include questions about geography, geology, grammar distinctions, vocabulary, and/or short essays on the readings.  Quizzes may not be made up unless you submit written verification that your absence was due to illness, an officially scheduled college activity (please let me know in advance) or an emergency.
Tech-free zone:  The time we have for face-to-face interaction in Spanish is highly valuable.  To make the most of this, please consider our classroom a tech-free zone.  Unless you require special accommodations or are instructed otherwise for specific classroom activities, cell-phones and laptops must be turned off and put away.  Any checking of messages during class time will result in points deducted from your participation grade.  If you find that you struggle with this, talk to me so we can work out a plan to unplug.
Note:  I highly recommend that any student with a documented disability contact me at the beginning of the semester, preferably by private consultation in my office.  Early notification is to your advantage since accommodations are not retroactive.  Please contact Academic Services at 327-7891, Room 206 Recitation Hall to coordinate accommodations and to receive self-identification letters for your professors.  If you have questions or would like more information about services for students with disabilities, please contact Academic Services.
Academic Integrity:  It is expected that all work in this course will meet the code of honor outlined in the Wittenberg Honor Statement: “I affirm that my work upholds the highest standards of honesty and academic integrity at Wittenberg, and that I have neither given nor received any unauthorized assistance.”  

Grade percentages:        Participation, preparation, and homework  

25%

Quizzes 1 and 2 (“Pruebas”)

 
20%

Final quiz (“Prueba final”)


15%

Pronunciation plan or alternate activity


10%

Writing assignment


20%




Presentation
 
 



10%
Calendario (por semana):

el 24 - 28 de agosto

Un recorrido por Sudamérica:  Diarios de motocicleta (película);






mandatos



el 31 de agosto – 4 de sept
Conferencias individuales sobre la pronunciación, Presentaciones






mandatos

el 7 de septiembre

no hay clase, Labor Day

el 9 – 11 de septiembre

PRUEBA
La justicia ambiental
Concordancias: Los adjetivos; Diferentes maneras de expresar “to be”
el 14 – 18 de septiembre
El ciclo del agua y los recursos del agua dulce

Los ríos y el desvío del agua en la Amazonía

Concordancias: Los adjetivos; Diferentes maneras de expresar “to be”

el 21 – 25 de septiembre
La guerra del agua en Cochabamba, Bolivia 
También la lluvia

TRABAJO ESCRITO,




Concordancias: Los posesivos

el 28 de sept – 2 de octubre
Residuos peligrosos, petróleo y la Amazonía: el caso de Chevron-Texaco
Disponibilidad y recursos del agua subterránea


Vista panorámica de los pronombres personales (incluso pronombres preposicionales)
el 5 – 9 de octubre

PRUEBA
“Axolotl” de Julio Cortázar
Vista panorámica de los pronombres personales (incluso pronombres preposicionales)

el 12 - 14 de octubre 

“Axolotl” de Julio Cortázar
Conferencias individuales sobre la pronunciación


PRUEBA FINAL
