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	COURSE SYLLABUS

	Course Number:   SLS 1101 (section 020)
Prerequisite(s):    None
	Course Title: Life Skills - First Year Experience-College Transition

	Course Credit:     2 semester hours

	Required Materials: 
· Staley, Constance.  Focus on College Success.  3rd. Boston, MA: Cengage Learning, 2013.  Print.

· Active Blackboard Account 
· FAMU Email Account

	Department:        Undergraduate Student 

                              Success Center 
	Term and Year:    Summer 2016
Place and Time:    3:00 – 4:30 pm Monday-Thursday
                                School of Journalism, Room 2074

	Faculty Name: John Warford, Ph.D.

	Telephone:             (850) 321-7482 Cell and (850) 412-5917 Office
E-mail:                   john.warford@famu.edu 

	Office Hours: Please come see me! I am happy to meet with you anytime between 9:00AM-3:00PM M-F. Stop by or call me.
	Office Location:   Tucker Hall #309

	Peer Mentor:   Onyx Franklin
	Cellphone (850) 294-0188
E-mail:                   

	Peer Mentor:  Donarah Sheppard
	Cellphone: (850) 524-3193
E-mail:                   


Course Description

The purpose of Student Life Skills (SLS 1101) is to help new students make a successful transition to Florida A&M University both academically and personally.  This course aims to foster a sense of belonging, promote engagement in the curricular and co-curricular life of the university, articulate to students the expectations of the university and its faculty, aid students in developing and applying critical thinking skills, and help students continue to clarify their purpose, meaning, and direction.
Course Learning Outcomes

I. Foster Academic Success
As a result of this course, students will: 

a. Adapt and apply appropriate academic strategies to their courses and learning experiences. This class will complete a module called “ Food As the Foundation of Healthy Communities.” 
b. Demonstrate how to effectively evaluate information resources and utilize university and academic  libraries and information systems for academic inquiry. 

c. Use written and oral communication to discover, develop, and articulate ideas and viewpoints. 

d. Identify and apply strategies to effectively manage time and priorities. 

e. Identify relevant academic policies, processes, and procedures related to advising, course planning, career planning, and major exploration. 

II. Help Students Discover and Connect to Florida A&M University
As a result of this course, students will:
a. Identify appropriate campus resources and opportunities that contribute to their educational experience, goals, and campus engagement. 

b. Develop and apply skills that contribute to building positive relationships with peers, staff, and faculty. 

c. Describe what it means to be a FAMUAN in context of the history, traditions, and culture of the university. 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 

If you have a disability that requires accommodations so that you can be successful in this class, please notify me and the Office of Equal Opportunity Program at (850) 599-3076 as soon as possible so that we can determine how to best support your learning and success in this class.  

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism
In the instance of papers written outside of the class, academic honesty violations shall include plagiarism.  Plagiarism includes failure to use quotation marks or other conventional markings around material quoted from any source.  Plagiarism also includes paraphrasing a specific passage from a specific source without indicating accurately what that source is.  Plagiarism also includes letting another person compose or rewrite a written assignment.

A student who assists in any of the aforementioned academic honesty violations shall be considered equally as responsible as the student who accepts such assistance
If any aspect of an assignment is plagiarized you will receive a grade of zero (0) for that assignment, and you will not be allowed to redo the assignment.  The second time that a student plagiarizes an assignment, you will fail the course.  Consult the student handbook for a detailed explanation of the Academic Honor Code.

Class Policies and Procedures

Students are expected to be punctual in order to receive the full benefits of each class period.  As per the university’s catalog, only two unexcused absences are allowed for this course.  Once you are late a third time, and for each subsequent absences your final grade may be reduced by one letter grade. 
Tardiness will not be accepted.  Two tardies may constitute as an unexcused absence.  It is the responsibility of the student to keep track of the dates of the absences and to submit the official excuses on time.  Students should contact to schedule make-up sessions for excused absences (religious holidays, documented medical problems, other documented crises, or officially sanctioned university events). *Student-Athletes should submit official excuse letters prior to the class session that will be missed, if available.  The excuse must be submitted no later than one week after the event/competition has occurred.*
To supplement class discussions and actively engage you in opportunities at FAMU, attendance and participation will be required for a handful of out-of-class activities. 

Students are expected to arrive for class prepared to meet classroom obligations and to devote full attention and commitment to the work of that class.  Classroom discussion is an important part of this course.  Students should be fully prepared to engage in class discussions by having their electronic devices put away and having paper and pencil on their desk ready to engage in the assigned learning activity. 
Mature and respectful behavior is expected in this classroom when dealing with instructors and other students.  Side conversations, sleeping, and reading other course materials are not appropriate and may result in the student losing attendance credit for that day.  Cell phones are not welcome in this classroom; please turn them off (or at least silence them), and put them away prior to the start of class.  Also, please do not bring guests, pets, or children to class.
Working in the context of groups and teams is an important managerial skill for all college students.  Students should treat their responsibilities to team appointments and teamwork as they would treat professional business obligations.  Learning in the context of groups and teams also involves academic integrity.  Team members are jointly responsible for the academic honesty and integrity of teamwork.  They are obligated to participate in the work and learning process of the team.

 Course Communication
Students enrolled in SLS 1101 are required to have and use their FAMU account for all FAMU related e-mail functions.  Official university communications are sent to students at this email address. Please check your @famu.edu account before each class to avoid missing important instructions.
University Dress Standards

Please note that as stated in Florida A&M University’s dress standards that were adopted by the Board of Trustees on April 5, 2012, “Students will be denied admission to various functions if their manner of dress is inappropriate.  Inappropriate shall be defined as anything that may cause a disturbance to the learning environment.  On this premise, students at the University are expected to dress neatly at all times.

Examples of inappropriate dress and/or appearance include, but are not limited to:

· Pajamas, midriffs or halters, mesh, knitted shirts, tube tops, cut off tee shirts, scarves, caps, pants below waistline revealing undergarments, do-rags and/or hoods in classrooms, dining halls, snack bar, library, student center, and offices.  This policy does not apply to headgear considered as a part of the religious or cultural dress.

· Bare feet anywhere on campus except inside a residence hall.

· Clothing with derogatory, offensive, and/or lewd messages either in words or in pictures.

· All of the aforementioned items, including shorts and jeans of any color at major programs such as Musical Arts, Convocations, Commencements, Career Fair, or other programs dictating professional, dressy, or formal attire.”

If a student’s attire is deemed in violation of these standards, the student may be asked to leave the class and will be counted absent. 

Time Management 

Getting the most out of this course will require a time commitment of between 2-3 hours outside of class per week.  Many of the written assignments in this course ask students to reflect on their college experiences or desires, and students benefit from devoting time to these assignments.  Students also benefit from being active participants in classroom discussions and activities.

Assignment Expectations

Please use 8 ½ x11 white, lined notebook paper and blue or black ink for all assignments and staple or gem clip before submission.  Assignments should be written in manuscript form.  Failure to follow these expectations may result in your assignment being reduced by 20%. 
Expectations for Written Work:

All papers must follow the following format or points will be deducted:

1. Submit 1 hard copy at the beginning of class the day the assignment is due.  Your paper must be stapled. 

2. Typed in 12 point font with your name, date, and the assignment title in the top left corner.
Engagement Reviews
During the semester you will be introduced to a variety of campus resources which include social events, academic success programs, and opportunities for personal and cultural enrichment.   Part of becoming an engaged learner is taking advantage of the opportunities afforded to you as a FAMU student. You are expected to participate in activities that interest you from the list below for your Engagement Reviews.  If there is something you would like to do that is not on this list please check with your Professor or Peer Mentor. You will have 3 engagement reviews assignments due throughout the semester.  Please note the due dates for each on the syllabus.

After you have participated in your selected experience, you will write a reflection paper.  Your reflection paper should address, at minimum, the following prompts:

1. Why did you select this particular event, experience?

2. What about the activity, experience made it impactful?

3. How has the activity, experience impacted you and your beliefs or actions?

Reflection papers should be typed and double spaced. There is a 1 page minimum for this assignment and they should be turned in at the beginning of class.  Each paper will be graded on the depth of your reflection (give example and express thoughts and feelings) and the quality of writing. Below you will find suggestions of activities and experiences that will help you become a successful and active member of the campus community.  .
1. Foster Academic Success

· Attend a Supplemental Instruction session

· Attend a tutoring session in a Learning Center

· Interview a Professor (See Instructor for guidelines)
· Meet with your academic advisor outside of your regular meeting to discuss your academic plan, career plan, or academic goals.

· Visit the FAMU Career Center and meet with a Career Counselor.

· Visit the Writing Center with one of your assignments.

2. Discover and Connect with the Florida Agriculture and Mechanical University

· Attend Set Friday

· Attend a Varsity sports event
· Attend a club/organization meeting

· Attend a Student Government Senate Meeting

· Participate in a program in your residence hall

· Tour Tallahassee

· Eat at a local restaurant 

Class Assignments

 You will have 6 assignments/projects throughout the semester.  The grades for these assignments are based on completion and the due dates are listed on the course calendar.  Your 6 mini assignments will be 

1. 1:1 Conference- During the first week of school students must complete an entrance interview form and schedule a meeting with their Professor to review the answers to the form.

2. Class Scavenger Hunt- On July 7, 2016 our class with be divided into groups of five and we will have a campus scavenger hunt competition:  The game will be conducted as follows:
Rules:

I. Each group must have 1 digital camera to take pictures of the items below.

II. Everyone in the group must have a part of themselves in EACH picture.

III. You may only submit one picture per topic. 

IV. There is a 30 minute time limit. Record the time when your group returns to the classroom. For every minute you are early, you receive 5 points, for every minute you are late, you lose 15 points.

V. You may obtain these photos by any means necessary; however, you may not disturb any folks working or any classes taking place. 

Points:

5 pts
 
Someone with painted toenails

5 pts

The Undergraduate Student Success Center

5 pts

Residence hall signs

5 pts

Any FAMU parking lot sign

10 pts 

Academic building sign

20 pts 

The FAMU Career Center

25 pts

The Black Archives

25 pts

Someone wearing at FAMU t-shirt

35 pts 

Any Student Learning Center (Math, Science, or English)

40 pts 

The Eternal Flame (group must be hugging it)

45pts 

Bragg Stadium (Group Must Dab)

50 pts 

Statue of Jake Gaither (group must Rattler Strike)
50 pts 

Judicial Affairs Office

50 pts 

The FAMU Financial Aid Office

70 pts 

The FAMU Bookstore (must include a bag of chips)

75 pts 

FAMU Tennis Courts

75 pts 

The Al Lawson Center

80 pts 

FAMU Recreation Center

100 pts 
Ryan Stanley (Football Player)

3. Black Archives Tour:   On July 25, 2016 during class we are scheduled to visit the Meek Eaton Black Archives Museum to conduct a tour of the exhibits.  During the tour students must be attentive and answer the following five questions:

a. Identify and describe six items included in the special exhibit room on FAMU’s presidents.

b. What do the letters KKK stand for in the Black Archives “KKK Collection?” 

Describe five artifacts included in this exhibition area.

c. Who are five African-American medical doctors featured in the exhibit on “African Americans 

in Medicine?” Describe at least five artifacts in this display.

d.  List five people or artifacts included in the center’s Children’s Museum and Activity Center.

e. Describe and briefly discuss the exhibit or exhibition area you enjoyed the most during 

your tour of the Black Archives. Explain something new you discovered after visiting the museum.

4. Five Minutes of Fame:
a. Each student will prepare a 5-minute presentation on something they are especially interested in, talented at, or just know a lot about. (A few examples include musical talent, athletic interest, collections, pictures of hobbies, etc.)

b. They must bring some kind of prop to demonstrate or illustrate their interest.

c. They should entertain questions from the group once they have completed their brief presentation.

5. The Story and Soundtrack of My Life

Imagine a book is going to be written about your life up to this point.  Create a cover for the book, along with a table of contents.  Choose a title for your book that speaks to you-what you believe, how you feel, and how you see the world.  Then create a table of contents with 10 chapters.  Each chapter title should relate to a key event in your life; then choose a song title, lyric or a quote from another source to illustrate that event and go along with that “chapter” in your book.  Decorate your book cover and table of contents any way you choose.  Everyone will give a brief, informal presentation about their book to the class so that we may all get to know each other better.  BE CREATIVE AND HAVE SOME FUN WITH THIS!
6. Student Satisfaction Survey- The end of the semester survey will gauge student’s perceptions about the First Year Experience Program, SLS 1101, Peer Mentors, and Florida A&M University.  Your instructor will let you know when it’s time to take this survey.

Midterm 
Purpose: You have been through a lot to get where you are right this minute.  Have you examined why you are here?  What is your bucket list for your first semester, your first year, and your degree completion?  How will you make your impact?  In a short essay (2 pages minimum), reflect on what you want to gain from your college experience at Florida A&M University.  Please address the following:

1. Why are you here? What were your motivations for coming here, and most importantly, what are three things you want to leave with, upon graduation.

2. What will your impact be on the campus of Florida A&M University? On yourself?  Describe one that you can commit to.  Address your plan with concrete steps you will need to attain this goal and when you will start.
Class Final
The final exam in this course will consist of two parts:  A letter to next year’s freshmen and a 3-minute presentation.  

Part I (Dear FAMU#20)

Please write a letter to next year’s freshman class, including a discussion of all the following items.

Introduction:   You should introduce yourself to next year’s freshmen, explaining briefly where you are from and why you chose FAMU.  In addition, I want you to explain one or two new things you have discovered about yourself during this semester.

Transitions: Next I want you to explain the most difficult transitions in your move from high school to college.  You might want to focus on life in the residence hall, meeting new people, roommates, adjusting to stress levels, money management, etc.  In the process note ways in which FAMU, fellow students, SLS 1101, Peer Mentors, parents, or faculty/staff have helped you make the transition.

Academic Success Strategies: Discuss your level of academic readiness to succeed in college.  To what extent are you prepared for success in college?   What might you need to work on, or what skills might you need to develop.

Discovering FAMU: Another goal of our course has been to help you discover the full range of educational opportunities, university resources, support services, and institutional history.  I would like for you to briefly explain to next year’s freshmen the most important things you have learned about FAMU in these categories.

Plan for next semester: The first semester of college is a time of growth, exploration, trial and error, struggles, joys. Etc.  Now that you have a semester of college under your belt, what have you learned that you will need to do differently next semester?  What changes do you want to make in your life as a college student and how do you plan to make these changes?  This can be in the form of advice about what new students need to understand in order to be successful in college.

Please write your letter in and easy, friendly style, paying attention to correct grammar, spelling, etc.  Illustrate your statements with examples whenever possible, utilize logical transitions from one topic to another, keep the entire letter in essay form, and try to be as concise and clear in your comments as possible. 
Part II

Design and deliver a creative presentation reflecting on and synthesizing your experience during your first year at Florida A&M University.  The presentation will take place the last two weeks of class and must be3-5 minutes in length.   The way you present is up to you: PowerPoint, video, poster board, interpretive dance, graphic novel, etc.  However, the following messages must be conveyed during your time:

A. Introduction.  Who are you? Where did you come from? Why did you come to FAMU?

B. Transition: Describe your first semester of college.  What were you thoughts moving onto campus?  What are your favorite memories from your first year?

C. Academic Strategies. Transitioning from high school to college can be difficult.   How did you make the academic transition?  What FAMU resources di you utilize to help you become a successful college student?

D. Discovering FAMU.  What is your favorite part of being a student at FAMU?

E. Plan for next semester.  What have you learned about yourself this year?  How will this new knowledge help you in the years to come?  What is one suggestion you have for incoming students next year?

You will be graded on the overall quality of your presentation, evidence of self-reflection on the semester, and fulfillment of the questions asked above.

Assignments

	Assignments
	Percentage 

	Class Participation –Students will earn participation grades by participating in class discussions, Black Archives Tour, Five Minutes of Fame, 1:1 Conferences, Class Scavenger Hunt, The Story and Soundtrack of My Life, Student Satisfaction Survey, and reflection assignments.
	20%

	Engagement Reviews
	20%

	Mid-Term
	30%

	Final
	30%


Grading Scale
	Grade
	Points

	A
	90-100

	B
	80-89

	C
	70-79

	D
	60-69

	F
	      Below 60
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