Watershed Literacy Assessment

Prior to coming to class, complete as many questions as you can to increase your watershed literacy. You may complete it relative to either your hometown or your current home on campus. Resources for some of the questions are provided to help you.

1.  For what location are you completing the quiz?  


2.  What is the average annual rainfall at this location, in inches or centimeters (indicate units)? If you want to check your answer, maps of average annual precipitation on a state-by-state basis can be found at http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/precip.html. 


3.  From what direction do storms generally come in your watershed?


4.  After the rain runs off your roof, where does it go? Can you name the local creek or river?


5.  In the United States, the majority of flow will eventually reach the Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, or Pacific Ocean.  Where does rainfall in your watershed end up?  If you want to check your answer, use Streamer at https://txpub.usgs.gov/DSS/streamer/web/.   


6.  Can you name the creeks and rivers along the way, in order, from your home to ocean or gulf?



7.  In which 8-digit HUC watershed do you live? You can find this information at the Environmental Protection Agency’s Surf Your Watershed site at http://cfpub.epa.gov/surf/locate/index.cfm.  



 
8.  Are any of the streams in your watershed gaged by the U.S. Geological Survey? From the web page associated with your 8-digit HUC, scroll down to “Information provided by the United States Geological Survey (USGS)” and click on the Stream Flow link. By clicking on the Station Number, you will be directed to a hydrograph for the last week. For a stream within your watershed, fill out the following information if it is available:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Station Name:
Watershed (Drainage) Area (mi2):
Most Recent Stage Height (ft):
Most Recent Discharge (ft3/s or cfs):

