Tragedy of the commons reading quiz – answer key

1. What general characteristics describe a “commons” as Hardin refers to it?



2. Choose an example of a commons from either reading, and briefly identify the characteristics that make it a good example. 



3. What social tools does Hardin suggest we might use to combat the problem of the tragedy of the commons?



4. Choose an example of one of these tools from either reading and explain how it results in a more sustainable system.



5. What is the purpose of using a discount rate in modeling an economic system?
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