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1.  Why is the Great Basin presently so arid?



2.  What changes in atmospheric circulation likely led to the expansion of pluvial lakes in the Pleistocene?  What evidence do we have (from the Great Basin) of these changes?



3.  How do we know that Searles Lake was the terminus of the Owens River chain of lakes much of the time?



4.  In addition to climate change, what factor has led to the desiccation of lakes in the Owens River chain of lakes?



5.  List all of the variables that go into determining the volume of water in a lake over time. Use descriptive words/names, not just a list of abbreviations.
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