Ice Sheet Pre-Lab Quiz


1. What controls the shear stress at the base of a glacier?



2. How is the grounding line position of the snow line defined and how does it move (N or S; use the ice sheet example in the reading) if the climate becomes warmer?



3. What separates the area of accumulation from the area of ablation?



4. What are the 3 main variations in Earth’s orbit, and what are the periods (in kyr) of their cycles?



5. What is the Milankovitch theory of climate? In other words, what was he trying to explain, and what was the proposed mechanism?
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