First Day Writing Assignment
Writing Format for this class: 1” margins, 1.5 spacing, 11-12 pt font, cite all references; Make sure your name is near the top of the page!
1. Write a one-page statement that describes the following four aspects of the Critical Zone:
· define what it is,
· explain where it is,
· describe how it functions and
· why it is important to society

2. Consider each of the four CZO driving questions and briefly describe (1 page - total) what each means to you.
2. How do variations in and perturbations to chemical and physical weathering processes impact the CZ?
2. How do biogeochemical processes govern long-term sustainability of water and soil resources?
2. How do processes that nourish ecosystems change over human and geologic time scales?
2. What processes control fluxes of carbon, particulates, and reactive gases over different time scales?

1. Finally, include a brief description of your learning goals for the semester to be compared to a similar statement to be written in the final week of the semester.

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Upload to your course management system under “CZO Description” or follow alternative directions as given in class.

