SCIENCE COMMUNICATION DISCUSSION IDEAS

One framework for thinking about the benefits and downsides of various communication mediums. It is best to give the students the various media modes and then have them brainstorm the advantages and disadvantages.

	[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Medium
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	Traditional journalism (newspapers, magazines, TV, radio)
	· Large audiences
· High quality
· Well-respected
· Audience can be selected
	· One-way communication
· Superficial focus
· Work is translated; story often told not by non-scientists

	Face-to-Face or Live Activities
(Conferences, workshops, citizen science activities, science cafes, public lectures)
	· More personal
· Scientists can control content
· Two-way communication
· Partnerships can form
· Hands-on
	· Time consuming
· Often a limited and local audience 
· Audience self-selects 


	Online sources and/or social media
(TED Talks, Twitter, Facebook, podcasts, blogs) 
	· Huge possible audience
· One-way or Two-way communication
· Always accessible
· Possibility for direct interaction 
· Content can be harder to control
	· Control of content use can be difficult
· Profile needs constant attention
· Links need to be serviced 
· Diverse communication skills are required




Adapted from Bultitude (2010). Presenting Science. In Brake, M.L. and Weitkamp, E. (Eds) Introducing Science Communication. London: Palgrave MacMillan and The Why and How of Science Communication and Karen Bultitude, University College London and Bultitude, K. (2011), The Why and How of Science Communication. In: Rosulek, P., ed. “Science Communication”. Pilsen: European Commission.

Discussion questions to explore the intricacies of science communication:
1. Where do you get your science information from?
2. In the phosphorus examples, who do you believe? Why?
3. Does the TED talk or the article strike you as more “true”?
4. What role does one’s title or one’s job play in their believability?
5. Explain the quote by Upton Sinclair that states “It is difficult to get a man to understand something when his salary depends on his not understanding it.”
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Is Wikipedia a good source of science content and knowledge?






