Formative Assessment Discussion/Chat Session Grading Rubric
In Module 4, there are some open-ended questions posed within the context of the written materials that ask you to consider different ideas and topics more critically. In order to evaluate your attention to and focus on these questions, you are asked to answer these questions in the course discussion/chat board. This rubric will be the basis for assessment.
	Criterion
	Exemplary Above Average
4 Points
	Acceptable
Average
3 points
	Poor
Below Average
2 points
	Unacceptable
Performance
1 or 0 points
	Score Earned

	Thoroughness & format of post with correct grammar, formal language, accurate spelling, appropriate citations. Conforms to all instructions or guidelines
	All specific instructions & guidelines are met and exceeded; no omissions, proper tone and format of post; no spelling errors, and excellent citation use.
	Most instructions & guidelines are met, relatively minor omission; proper tone and format used in post, few spelling errors, and good citation use.
	Few instructions & guidelines followed, significant omissions; improper tone and format of post, numerous spelling errors, little to no citation use.
	Instructions & guidelines not followed, incomplete and significant omissions; improper tone and format used in post, significant spelling errors, no citations.
	

	Relevancy to topic & integration of supporting details
	Post is consistently on topic and develops pertinent discussion with excellent clarity.  Excellent supporting details used to advance the discussion.
	Post is generally on topic and develops discussion with some clarity. Some supporting details used to advance the discussion.
	Post is rarely on topic and has some trouble with clarity. Few supporting details used to advance the discussion.
	Post is not on topic or has little clarity. No supporting details; does not contribute to discussion.
	

	Use of technical language and terminology
	Posts demonstrate advanced use of key terms. Posts clearly show understanding and superb application of terminology.
	Posts demonstrate use of key terms. Posts generally show understanding with good application of terminology.
	Posts are vague and/or rarely use appropriate technical terms. Posts may not demonstrate a clear understanding of relevant terminology.
	Posts do not use key terms and/or do not show understanding of technical terminology.
	

	Contribution to the learning environment and evidence of critical thought/analysis
	Demonstrates significant reflection and critical thought and clearly engages others in thoughtful discussion to advance individual and group perspectives. Posts clearly make a significant contribution to the course.
	Demonstrates reflection and some critical analysis. Engages others in discussion and advances individual perspectives. Posts make a good contribution to the course.
	Demonstrates minimal reflection and limited critical analysis. Does little to engage others in discussion and/or promotes minimal feedback. Posts make a minor contribution to the course.
	No real evidence of reflection or critical analysis. Does not engage others in discussion, with no feedback. Posts do not make a positive contribution to the course.
	

	Overall Professionalism
	Excellent: Posts are always professional and focused in use and in-depth understanding of technical terms; Posts clearly demonstrate above- average effort and are absent of error.
	Acceptable: Posts are generally professional and focused. Understanding of most technical terms is demonstrated; Posts demonstrate average effort with minor errors.
	Below Expected:  Posts are not very professional and are a little unfocused. Posts demonstrate minimal effort and have numerous topical, terminological issues.
	Unacceptable:
Posts do not demonstrate professionalism or are unable to show an understanding of appropriate terms and have numerous errors.
	

	Total Score
	




Summative Excel Exercise for Module 4: Assignment Grading Rubric
	Criterion
Skill Level
	Exemplary Above Average
4 Points
	Acceptable
Average
3 points
	Poor
Below Average
2 points
	Unacceptable
Performance
1 or 0 points
	Score

	Data management skills: data selection, retrieval & database preparation
	Student demonstrates advanced ability to select strategic data from sites with diverse geologic & geographic settings & shows expert ability to download, format, label and prepare personal database for analysis using Microsoft Excel according to instruction. 
	Student demonstrates ability to select data but some sites share geologic or geographic similarities; generally shows the ability to download, format, label and prepare personal database for analysis but with some minor but noticeable errors or omissions. 
	Student demonstrates ability to select data but sites are not carefully selected for geologic/geographic differences; numerous issues with download, formatting, labeling or preparation of personal database noted.
	Student does not demonstrate appropriate data selection process or is not able to demonstrate skill at downloading, formatting, labeling or preparation of personal database noted.
	

	Data plotting skills 
	Student demonstrates advanced ability to generate highly effective, well-labeled scatter plot that includes units, appropriate scale, and highly effective legends that employ visual organizer techniques to facilitate data comparison & interpretation.
	Student demonstrates some ability to generate labeled scatter plot that includes units, appropriate scale, and legends that generally allow data interpretation and comparisons. However, some errors or omissions are noted.
	Student demonstrates ability to generate scatter plot but with difficulty and has noticeable errors or omissions that limit accurate data interpretation and comparisons.
	Student is unable to demonstrate effective data plotting skills.  Numerous omissions or errors, ability to interpret & compare data is minimal to non-existent.
	

	Quantitative Data Analysis
Skills
	Expertly applies data analysis tools to produce trend lines for all data sets and is able to forecast future sea-level positions for each site using the calculated equation and the forecast function. Student clearly and carefully uses equations and statistics produced by these methods in the analysis and articulates their significance.
	Uses data analysis tools to produce trend line for data sets and forecasts future sea-level positions but with some errors or omissions noted. Student uses equations and statistics produced by these methods in the analysis, but does not clearly articulate their significance.
	Uses data analysis tools to produce trend lines for data sets but does not adequately forecast future sea-level, or does so with numerous omissions. Student does not use equations and/or statistics produced by these methods in the analysis.
	Student’s work does not adequately demonstrate the effective use of Excel to project or forecast future sea-level positions for one or more of the selected sites.  
	

	Data  Interpretation

	Student clearly demonstrates ability to identify & interpret trends (short- & long-term) in each data set; synthesizes astute, specific statements about each (similarities & differences). Expertly formulates logical, well-supported conclusions that consider the geologic and geographic context of the observations. 
	Student demonstrates some ability to identify & interpret trends in each data set & synthesizes some specific statements about each. Formulates conclusions that consider the geologic & geographic context of the observations, but may not fully or clearly support interpretations with clear logic.
	Demonstrates little ability to identify, or interpret trends in one or more data sets. Conclusions may lack logical reasoning or may not fully take geologic or geographic context into consideration.
	Demonstrates little to no ability to identify or interpret trends in data sets. Conclusions are not supported or omit geologic or geographic context.
	

	Final report assembly and professionalism


	All materials (Excel file & PowerPoint) were submitted appropriately and were of the utmost highest quality; excellent attention to detail, substantive effort and exemplifies achievement of learning goals.
	All materials (Excel file & PowerPoint) were submitted and were of good quality; some attention to detail, good effort and shows achievement of most learning goals.
	All materials (Excel file & PowerPoint) were submitted but lacking in quality or attention to detail; effort shows achievement of few learning goals.
	Missing one or more materials, little attention to detail, shows achievement of few to no learning goals.
	

	Total Score
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