◦ Sample Types of Genres to be Analyzed 
· A peer-reviewed journal article is a scholarly document, written by professionals in specific fields of study. In order to ensure that the work is accurate, appropriately documented, and informed by other relevant scholarship, such a text undergoes peer review by other experts in the field prior to publication. The audience for this kind of writing consists of other scholars and professionals in the field, and the text generally consists of terminology that might be unfamiliar to someone outside of that field. Generally speaking, such a document posits an argument of some kind then provides evidence in support of it.
An example of a peer-reviewed literary studies article relevant to this module is Derek J. Thiess's "On The Road to Santa Fe: Complexity in Cormac McCarthy and Climate Change" in the summer 2013 issue of ISLE: Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment, the top journal in environmental literary studies. This article examines the role that climate change plays in several works by contemporary American novelist Cormac McCarthy.
· A trade journal or magazine publication is a more broadly accessible work written for a broader and less specialized audience. Such publications explain complex issues in ways that allow readers in any field to understand them. Such texts are generally more informative than theoretical; that is, they tend to provide and clarify information about an issue.
An example of a trade journal publication is Rebecca Tuhus-Dubrow's article "Cli-Fi: Birth of a Genre," which appears in the July 1, 2013, issue of the publication Dissent, a quarterly publication devoted to politics and culture. This essay discusses the emergence of a specific sub-genre of science fiction, "climate fiction" (or "cli-fi"), by providing examples of novels that explicitly engage with the concept of climate change.
· Literary works consist of creative writing and film. While there are many different creative genres that exist, for the purposes of this module, we will consider the following: short stories, novels, poems, and film. Audiences vary depending on the work, and the role that creative works play in the lives of those who read and watch them is diverse: such works may entertain; they may provide information, via the lens of fiction, about a specific location, historical event, or possible future; or they may evoke a particular emotional response in their audiences. The goal of the reader, in reading and analyzing such work, is not to posit that the author of a work intended a certain outcome (such speculation is referred to in literary studies as the intentional fallacy), but rather to provide evidence from the text to support a particular reading of it.

·  Editorials are articles generally published in newspapers or magazines that share a particular opinion about a given topic. 

An example of an editorial is the USA Today’s “Climate Change vs. the GOP: Our View,” which was written by the paper’s editorial board.

·  Blogs are personally owned web pages on which individuals share their opinions about a given topic. ThinkProgress has a list of the top ten climate change blogs in this 2007 article.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sample passages from several different genres:
A) As we shall discover, McCarthy's fiction, especially The Road, engages a pseudoscientific approach to mythic, often apocalyptic, themes and seeks to efface contemporary understandings of science. The problem with a work of fiction engaging with this relativism lies in its cultural influence—the prizewinning work of a MacArthur "genius" grant holder serves to further popularize such relativistic approaches to science and to obscure traditional science. (Thiess 533) [academic scholarly journal]
[bookmark: _GoBack]B) The fundamental story of climate change is simple. Human behavior provoked a change in the weather, unleashing, among other effects, dangerous storms. This story should sound familiar. It's one of the oldest narratives in the human repository. The tale of Noah’s ark is just one variation on the ancient flood myth, in which a deity annihilates the human race for its sins.
Of course, to primitive people, fierce weather must have demanded explanation, and human wickedness supplied a readily available answer. Their more enlightened descendants knew better. They identified other causes: pressure systems and cold fronts and the like. They knew that human actions could not influence the weather. (Tuhus-Dubrow 60) [popular trade journal]
C) Beard was not wholly skeptical about climate change. It was one in a list of issues, of looming sorrows, that made up the background to the news, and he read about it, vaguely deplored it, and expected governments to meet and take action. And of course he knew that a molecule of carbon dioxide absorbed energy in the infrared range, and that humankind was putting these molecules into the atmosphere in significant quantities. But he himself had other things to think about. And he was unimpressed by some of the wild commentary that suggested that the world was in peril, that humankind was drifting toward calamity, when coastal cities would disappear under the waves. (McEwan 16-17) [novel]
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