Hosting an Advocacy Event

Part 1. Identify a local framework & vison for your community
1) What issue or policy will your students advocate for?  




2) Why is addressing this issue, or making this policy shift important to your community? What is your vision for your community that results from this shift? (Frame your response proactively, e.g. rather than describing disaster averted, describe positive gains for your community).  




3) Do you have any connection to stakeholders, alumni, and faculty or student groups that you could consult with before the event and/or partner with to expand reach?




4) What do goals do you hope to accomplish by hosting an event? (e.g. issue awareness, # letters generated, visibility)




Part 2. Identify an audience & set concrete goals for their engagement

5) Which audience will you target (align this with your goals)?




6) How will you advertise to reach that audience? Identify at least three ways you will advertise.  If you are using social media, plan to post multiple times. Consider framing in a way that appeals to your target audience.





7) How will you engage the audience engage in advocacy?  What will they do that ties back into supporting your vision for the community? (e.g. provide basics on issue & host a tabling event that provides template letters on issue, social media blast, make a pledge)
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8) Are there opportunities to follow-up with the audience to expand engagement or impact after the event? (e.g. listserv, participate in ongoing activities/organizations, follow-up on pledge) 


Part 3. Semester Timeline for Activities

· Months 1-2, Identify issue, establish venue
· Months 2-3, Research issue, consult with local experts, explore expansive opportunities with partners
· Months 3, Plan event informed by research, partners, and student interest
· Month 4, Gather final resources & host event and any plan post-event follow-up 
· Reflect on what worked & what didn’t, take notes for future events
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