Phone Interview – Joshua Villalobos (professor at EPCC) - Dec. 4, 2015, 10 AM

What classes did you use InTeGrate materials in?
Only for on-line courses focusing on Geologic Hazards (GEOL 1302) (1 section) and Earth Sciences I (GEOL 1301) (1 on-line section – did not use in his face to face section).  The courses will be taught again in spring 2016.  This was the first time he ever taught on-line and the first time he’d taught GEOL 1302 in its new format that emphasizes hazards. For GEOL 1301 on-line did the Ogallala aquifer unit.

How many students were in the classes?
25 students (completely full) for both on-line classes

What units of InTeGrate did you use?
Climate of Change (primary), Living on the Edge, Mineral Resources for GEOL 1302
Ogallala aquifer unit from Envir. Justice and Freshwater for GEOL 1301

Did you use them “as is” or modify them?
Used the modules “as is”.

What specific challenges did you face in modifying the materials?
He was unsure about if all the website content was not copyrighted and could be copied and pasted directly into one of his class wesbsites.  He felt there needed to be an “up front” statement on the website about copyright restrictions.  He did not want to have copyrighted material on his website that the College would get in trouble for having posted.

What was the students’ reaction to the material?
He felt it was hard to tell on-line about students’ reactions.  Some of the answers students gave him to regular questions were impressive.  He did not give questions that were reflective in nature
.  
Did you test pre- or post- to the activity?  If so, what were the results?
Not this semester. Material students were tested on came strictly from textbook (canned questions).

Would you use these materials again?  Would you consider using other materials?
The material is already embedded into course so he will use again.  He may add more InTeGrate material in the future to both GEOL 1301 and GEOL 1302.  He had focused a fair amount of his GEOL 1302 course on El Paso hazards, only to realize 2/3 of the way through the class that a number of the on-line students were not from the El Paso area.  He felt that maybe adding InTeGrate materials that don’t have such a narrow focus might be more suitable for the course in the future. He felt he might add more InTeGrate materials on plate tectonics to his 1301 class.  He felt InTeGrate materials were perfect for GEOL 1302 since it deals with societal issues, whereas many other on-line materials are available for a basic Earth Science course.

If you have used these materials before what changes, if any, did you make?
Although he had used the materials before he pretty much used material without adaptation.  



Focus Group Interview – 1 PM – December 4, 2015
With graduate teaching assistants: Anna Mwangi, Sarah Olivas, Felix Ziwu, Juan Ochoa, Matthew Harder and Elizabeth Henness (all at UTEP)

What classes did you use InTeGrate materials in?
Used in GEOL 1103 (Introduction to Physical Geology Laboratory)

How many students were in the classes?
11 sections with a total of 192 students

What units of InTeGrate did you use?
Unit 1 of the Human’s Dependence on Mineral Resources and Unit 1 of the Climate of Change module.

Did you use them “as is” or modify them?
Materials were used “as is”.  Several of the teaching assistants did allow for more expanded discussions at the end of the climate change/gallery walk activity.

What was the undergraduate students’ reaction to the material?
The students enjoyed both units, but it depended on the make-up of the class sections.  Some sections appeared to enjoy the climate of change activity more.  They liked debating and discussing the issues in detail.  Other sections were more quiet and uncomfortable about discussions.  For these students, the economics portion of the mineral unit was of more interest to them.  Some students who were less quantitative had difficulty reading graphs and understand what was meant by terms like “trend” in the minerals unit.  Some students confused “countries” and “continents” when answering questions related to the minerals unit.  Some students had difficulty seeing the relevance of how civilizations coped with past climate change to the present problems we are facing.  Many appreciated seeing how geology related to their lives (e.g. mineral economics), so that the class became more relevant for them.

Did you test pre- or post- to the activity?  If so, what were the results?
Several teaching assistants did administer the built-in assessment following the minerals module.  Sarah Olivas is compiling these results. 

Would you use these materials again?  Would you consider using other materials?
Everyone felt they would use the materials again.  They were considering using the Environmental Justice/Freshwater units in the spring semester.  They felt that the outlines provided for the materials were very helpful so that they could see the objectives up front and get some ideas about how they could teach the materials.  

What specific challenges did you face?
Some undergraduates work faster than others and it made it difficult to keep everyone moving around the room in a gallery walk.  One teaching assistant posted the gallery walk questions ahead of class and some students had already answered them and wanted to just hand in the answers and leave.  He realized that wasn’t a good idea and would not do that again.  Some undergraduates had very limited viewpoints and ideas.  For example, they had no idea that there were so many poor people living in India.  The one graph in the minerals activity has very small symbols and labels and is very hard to read.  Something should be done to make it more readable.

Other Comments:
Since other labs the teaching assistants taught were “hands on” inquiry based labs, they felt the InTeGrate materials fit nicely into the overall teaching style for the course.  They felt that the workshops held by the implementation at the beginning of the semester and part way through the semester were helpful.  They would appreciate having another workshop at the beginning of the spring semester to introduce new material that they might cover in the spring.


In Person Interview – Lin Ma (assist. professor at UTEP) – Dec. 4, 2015, 3 PM

What classes did you use InTeGrate materials in?
Blue Planet (lower division, introductory course)

How many students were in the classes?
32 students 

What units of InTeGrate did you use?
Used 2 units of the Climate of Change module:  unit 1 – gallery walk related to how civilizations adapted to climate change (used first day of class) and unit 2 – mapping climate variations in the equatorial Pacific (last week of class).

Did you use them “as is” or modify them?
He modified unit 2 into a gallery walk since he did not want to print colored figures for every person in the class.  The students walked around the classroom to view the various color figures which were posted on the walls.

What specific challenges did you face in modifying the materials?
He felt that the way he divided the class into groups did not work well.  He took the first row as one group, next rows as another group, etc. and found that the groups formed of students from the front of the class moved through the assignment much more quickly than the groups from students in the back of the class.  He also felt that both units were a little difficult to complete in a 50 minute class.  

What was the students’ reaction to the material?
He tried the first unit on the first day of class and they liked the material.  On unit 2 many students made the connection between what they saw and El Niño (without even being told that what they were observing was an El Niño cycle).  The students also were very interested in the introductory powerpoints that explained how the data were collected.

Did you test pre- or post- to the activity?  If so, what were the results?
He gave a quiz after unit 1 and found that most students grasped the material without having an introductory reading (since it was the first week of class).  He will be putting several multiple choice questions on the final (same questions he gave last year) to see if the students have retained the material from unit 1.  He also will add a map from unit 2 to see if they can remember how to read it.

Would you use these materials again?  Would you consider using other materials?
Yes, this is the second time he has used the materials and he’s added unit 2 this time around.  He plans to use another climate change unit the next time he teaches the course.

If you have used these materials before what changes, if any, did you make?
Did not change unit 1 from the first time he taught it. 
Phone Interview – Brenda Barnes (adjunct professor at EPCC) – Dec. 7, 2015, 1 PM

What classes did you use InTeGrate materials in?
On-line class in Environmental Geology, 1305 (lower division, but majors normally take it)

How many students were in the classes?
 4 students

What units of InTeGrate did you use?
Climate of Change module (unit 1 – predicting climate change)
Enivr. Justice and freshwater module (units on groundwater availability and hazardous waste at Love Canal)

Did you use them “as is” or modify them?
She modified them for an on-line class format.  For the gallery walk she had them read the about how various civilizations responded to climate change, the she asked them questions based on the gallery walk and reading comprehension quiz to get a combination of in-depth and content based assessments.
For the groundwater availability unit she assigned the background reading and power point as pre-class homework.   Then she had them do the water well search assignment and also had the students find water wells in the El Paso area.  
For the Love Canal unit she had them watch all 3 videos of interviews related to Love Canal.  Then she had them look over the unit’s power points and put together a timeline about what happened at the site.  She finally assigned them the quiz questions and Google Earth activity.  (One student had some difficulty with accessing Google Earth kmz material and another student did not even submit the exercise).

What specific challenges did you face in modifying the materials?
 Not being able to do “hands on” type activities or “discussions”.  She plans to include discussion board chats about the materials the next time she teaches the course on-line.

What was the students’ reaction to the material?
At first the students thought it was complicated because of all the steps they needed to do on their own, but she felt overall that they learned the material based on the assessment questions  

Did you test pre- or post- to the activity?  If so, what were the results?
They did the assessments taken from the InTeGrate units.  She felt they did well on them.

Would you use these materials again?  Would you consider using other materials?
Yes.   Want edto use the blog/discussion options the next time she taught on-line courses.

If you have used these materials before what changes, if any, did you make?
She will be sending some examples of what she did.  

Phone Interview – Russell Smith (professor at EPCC) – Dec. 7, 2015, 3 PM

What classes did you use InTeGrate materials in?
GEOL 1302 (Geological Hazards)

How many students were in the classes?
27 students

What units of InTeGrate did you use?
Living on the Edge (unit 1 predicting earthquakes)
Climate Change (units 1, 2 and 3)

Did you use them “as is” or modify them?
Used the Living on the Edge (unit 1) pretty much as it as (gallery walk) – very happy with results.
Included some extra material in other units.

What specific challenges did you face in modifying the materials?
It took a lot of time to get up to speed with the materials.  He felt it was hard to find certain things in the units.  For example, for unit of Living on the Edge he went off on his own searching for the right kind of semi-log paper for the activity only to find later that it was at the site – just not in an obvious place.
He accidentally posted the answer key for the unit 1 of Climate of Change reading comprehension quiz.
For unit 2 of climate of change there are 3 different sets of data in the activity and it was a little difficult sorting through them after printing them out.  But he did like the fact there were graphs and maps for the students to work through.
Unit 3 is still a work in progress.  He felt he needed more background material on ENSO and its impacts.  He went on-line and found some more recent, relevant presentations (e.g., a newscast from California) that helped, but his students still struggled with interpreting some of the materials.
He felt that when he teaches it the second or third time it should go better.  He was up front with the students about the fact the materials were new and that they were going to “learn together”.

What was the students’ reaction to the material?
They enjoyed the gallery walk.  The liked moving around and engaging each other in discussion.  They also liked reading the maps for unit 2 of climate of change.

Did you test pre- or post- to the activity?  If so, what were the results?
He did more one-on-one quizzing of groups by walking around the room.  He felt by having them work through activities on their own and ask questions that they became more engaged in the process. 

Would you use these materials again?  Would you consider using other materials?
He is excited about using the materials because it gets the students more directly involved. He likes how he can relate it to current events (e.g., California drought, earthquake hazards).  He especially liked the fact that the students needed to interpret graphs, charts, and maps and do calculations in activities.  He felt the instructor workshops helped build instructor confidence and would like to have more of them.

If you have used these materials before what changes, if any, did you make?
N/A  




In person Interview – Adriana Perez (lecturer at UTEP and adjunct professor at EPCC) – Dec. 7, 2015, 10 AM

What classes did you use InTeGrate materials in?
 Historical Geology (GEOL 1314) on-line, 2 sections

How many students were in the classes?
 50 students

What units of InTeGrate did you use?
 Climate of change (units 1-4), omitted unit 5 because difficult to do with an online class

Did you use them “as is” or modify them?
Copied material into Moodle Softchalk module with links to the InTeGrate website and embedded assessments.  She wanted to put everything in one place so that it minimized the number of places students had to go to get information.

She mentioned that in past semesters in face-to-face classes she used color figures, but placed them in plastic sleeves so that they could be ‘recycled’ for use in more than one class.

What specific challenges did you face in modifying the materials?
Moodle was more difficult for the students to use than when it had been taught online using Blackboard during previous semesters.  She received more questions about reading maps, for example, than in previous semesters.  The discussion board function was more difficult to use as well, which meant she also did not use it as much as in previous semesters.  

What was the students’ reaction to the material?
They seemed to like them and find them interesting.

Did you test pre- or post- to the activity?  If so, what were the results?
She used the embedded assessments.  She felt that the students did not perform as well as in previous semesters.

Would you use these materials again?  Would you consider using other materials?
She has used them for about 2 years and will continue to use them.  She is also interested in using InTeGrate materials for on-line Physical Geology labs

Other suggestions:
It would be helpful to have more LMS ready materials for instructors to use in on-line courses.


In Person Interview – Joel Gilbert (adjunct professor at EPCC, undergraduate advisor at UTEP) – Dec. 10, 2015, 4 PM

What classes did you use InTeGrate materials in?
GEOL 1303 (Physical Geology) at EPCC

How many students were in the classes?
9 students

What units of InTeGrate did you use?
Human’s Dependence on Mineral Resources (unit 2 – battery exercises)

Did you use them “as is” or modify them?
As is

What specific challenges did you face in modifying the materials?
Materials were not modified

What was the students’ reaction to the material?
He assigned the class the battery homework leading up to the class.  Unfortunately, he had a very disruptive student in the class that felt they should not be using any materials outside the book.  The student caused such a scene that the student was asked to leave the classroom.  Between the disruption that day and the particular student’s agitation to only have materials from the book, Joel felt he could not continue with the InTeGrate materials.  The other 8 students enjoyed the homework and had been looking forward to that day’s activity.

Did you test pre- or post- to the activity?  If so, what were the results?
Not done.

Would you use these materials again?  Would you consider using other materials?
Joel would definitely consider using the materials again if he teaches again.  The entire semester’s continued actions with the problem student has made him reluctant to continue to teach a night class at EPCC

If you have used these materials before what changes, if any, did you make?
N/A  



In Person Interview – Patrick Rea (teaching assistant at UTEP) – Dec. 10, 2015

Patrick served as a teaching assistant for Dr. Doser’s Introduction to Environmental Science (ESCI 1301) class.  He assisted with group activities in class and also held review sessions before all exams in the class. 

What activities did it seem the students liked? 
Activities that gave a good perspective on how much resources are used (i.e. water, land, etc. for the food) 

Which ones did they struggle with or get confused about?
The students struggled with: math, ENSO, and ecosystem services (Note: math includes Human’s Dependence on Mineral Resources and Freshwater (Love Canal) units; ENSO was in the Climate of Change units 2 and 3; ecosystem services was not an InTeGrate unit)

Were there particular things that seemed the most effective to do when they were confused?
Effective techniques for struggling students and methodology for explaining topics: analogies and using basic math to explain concepts then expanding it onto larger numbers.

Did they have any complaints that should be brought to my attention?
I know this came up a decent bit with the ENSO work, but there were a few other times where the color printer showed things clearly, but when put in black and white, it was difficult to understand


Victor Avila (teaching assistant at UTEP) Input Via Email – Dec. 12, 2015

Victor served as a teaching assistant for Dr. Doser’s Introduction to Environmental Science (ESCI 1301) class.  He assisted with group activities in class and also held review sessions before all exams in the class. 

Comments on class:
I liked how you posted the answers after we completed the activities so the students were available to study from it. I mentioned this throughout the semester but very few went back to recheck their answers. Some did catch on that the questions from activities were on the exams, so that they did look over them.

Overall the activities are great.  All of the students were able to work on them, although a few of them are a little bit hard, but with a few directions, we were able to work through it. 

A few struggled to adapt to work in teams, and also the students with poor English language proficiency were the ones that struggled more.  I do not understand why some students did not come to the study sessions.  I encouraged the students to come and even offered to help them on different days at different times, but they still did not come.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I saw students very distracted at the end of the semester, maybe due to finals and the holidays, and in the last chapters I saw students engage in less of the material cover in class. It seemed like some had not read the material on climate change when they came to the review session.  I guess a lot missed the important material on reading maps (climate of change unit #2) because they didn’t come to class the week of Thanksgiving.  I know they need to know a lot of background material before talking about climate change, but maybe having it earlier in the semester would be better.


