Using the Geo-Ventures Program as a Bridge between EPCC and UTEP:

EPCC faculty members Joshua Villalobos and Rob Rohrbaugh have run a geology field trip program for interested EPCC students called “Geo-Ventures” since fall 2103.  The program is open to EPCC students (all majors) and is widely advertised around campus (flyers, class announcements) and in social media (https://www.facebook.com/GeoVenturesElPaso/).  The program highlights El Paso geology through a variety of activities including hikes, campouts, caving, mountain biking and riding the local aerial tram.  The program specifically targets students taking introductory geology courses and allows them to experience geology without having to worry about taking notes, sketching outcrops, etc. that are often required on class field trips.  In other words, a stress-free way to enjoy geology, natural history and outdoor activities!  

Geo-Ventures was specifically targeted toward EPCC students, but in Fall 2015 several UTEP students attended an activity and Rob Rohrbaugh realized that the synergy between the UTEP and EPCC students could help serve as a bridge for students transferring to UTEP.  Thus in spring 2016 Geo-Ventures was first advertised to UTEP geology and environmental science students.  We decided to target only these majors to avoid having Geo-Ventures overrun by UTEP students.  Advertising at UTEP was done by flyers and email (to students and to the advisor of the UTEP Geology Club, a club that sponsors geology field trips for UTEP students).  

The following activities occurred this spring:

Wyler Aerial Tram ride/Directissimo hike (2/20/16): Total attendees =30; all EPCC students

Tom Mays Park & Tin Mine hike (3/9/16): Total attendees =20; 17 EPCC, 3 UTEP

Aden Crater/Kilbourne Hole road tour and hike (3/19/16): Total attendees = 12; 11 EPCC, 1 UTEP

Mckelligon Canyon hike (4/13/16): Total attendees = 21; all EPCC

Guadalupe Mtns-Carlsbad Caverns National Parks hike and campout (4/23-24/16): 30 total attendees; 20 EPCC, 4 UTEP

Cristo Rey hike on April 2nd was cancelled to due road construction closures

[bookmark: _GoBack]It is evident that a few UTEP students have been involved on most trips and that interactions between the two student groups is helping EPCC students learn more about UTEP’s geology program.  In the fall we hope to have a joint field trip sponsored by Geo-Ventures and the UTEP Geology Club.


