Teaching Log – ESCI 1301 (Introduction to Envir. Science)
Class contains 123 students:  79 female, 44 male, 102 Hispanic and 9 black
This class was taught by Dr. Elizabeth Walsh.  I had asked her if she would be willing to teach a unit of the Climate of Change module and she agreed.  However, when I sent her a reminder and information about my use of the modules she asked if I would teach a unit when she had to be out of town.  This was not what I had hoped for, but it still gave me an opportunity to test the module unit in another class and compare how students did on an exam based on one visit to their class.  The class met for an hour and 20 minutes in a lecture room that is not well designed for group activities.  I taught the unit on predicting patterns in the equatorial Pacific.

February 26, 2015 – I began class with a very short powerpoint that explained how the data were collected that they were going to use in the activity.  We also went over the main patterns for El Niño and normal periods and how that affects people all over the world.  Formal groups had not been assigned, so the students just worked with who they were sitting next to.  Some people came in 2/3 of the way through and probably did not learn much.  One teaching assistant and one other staff member were there to help me answer questions.  The students were very engaged and interested.  They seemed to enjoy working on the activity and asked many questions.  I had them refer to material in their books to help them answer some of the questions about ocean circulation.  I think that to many of them it was a new way of learning and they liked it.  The activities were scanned prior to grading and will be analyzed at a later date.   

I prepared a set of questions related to the activity for Dr. Walsh to use on the next in-class exam.  She was able to share the answers with me for a subset of the students.  These results are scanned and will be compared to previous classes that I have taught.

