FREN 261-1.1/Environnement naturel des francophones
Automne 2015 /TTH 9h30-11h
Dr. Tim Wilkerson/ Hollenbeck 228/tél. 6357

Heures de permanence : LMV 9h-10h et 11h30-12h30

et par rendez-vous

les textes
Franck Courchamp.  L’Écologie pour les nuls.  Éditions First, 2009.

le programme
1ère semaine : Introduction, chapitres 1 & 2.
2ème semaine : Chapitres 3 & 4
3ème semaine : Chapitres 5 & 6.
4ème semaine : Chapitre 7
5ème semaine : Chapitres 8 & 9
6ème semaine : Chapitres 10 & 11
7ème semaine : Chapitres 12 & 13
8ème semaine : Chapitre 14
à propos du cours, des notes, etc.
Learning goals:  Many second-language classes attempt to cover all five of the so-called essential skills (reading, writing, speaking, listening, and culture), but, in this one, our focus will be primarily on reading, which does not mean the other skills will be left out.  You will read and prepare notes, sometimes in French, sometimes in English on the text in order to facilitate our discussions, which will be in French, for the most part.  What I hope you achieve in this course is to sharpen your reading skills, to build confidence in your ability to interpret French materials, and that you not only learn a lot about ecology you didn’t already know, but that you also manage to acquire some skills expressing yourselves on the topics covered in the text in French. 
This course is participating in an intercollegiate cooperative project on sustainability in collaboration with Carleton College called “InTeGrate: Interdisciplinary Teaching about Earth for a Sustainable Future.”  I will be integrating and adapting materials from the module “Exploring Geoscience Methods” which you can find at the following URL:
http://serc.carleton.edu/integrate/teaching_materials/geosci_methods/index.html
Being part of the InTeGrate project will definitely enhance your experience in this course, but it does mean that you will have to sign a consent form you’ll receive today allowing the leaders of the project to collect and use data I will collect to assess your acquisition of geoscience knowledge throughout the course.  We’ll talk more about this as we progress through the next 8 weeks.
After completing the course, you will not only have satisfied the university’s General Education requirement for Foreign Languages, but you will also be eligible to participate in the university’s Culture and Languages Across the Curriculum (CLAC) program, which offers you the opportunity to get 200-level credit in French (or any other language we teach) by pursuing research in a wide variety of courses in nearly every discipline available at Wittenberg.  This course means, in part, to prepare you for such an endeavor, as well as to continue on with our unusual sequence of courses for the French minor and major.  Check them out at this address:
http://www5.wittenberg.edu/academics/lang/french/courses.html
Attendance and participation:  You are expected to attend, to prepare for, and to participate vigorously in every class session.  Attendance is entirely your responsibility: if you choose not to come to class, unless you are participating in a university-sponsored event, i.e., as a member of an athletic team for example, or have a serious illness or family emergency confirmed by the Dean’s Office, you will not be able to submit assignments late or to make up whatever it is we do—and you will also forfeit 1/16 of your final grade.  Make sure your travel plans for breaks and holidays do not interfere with your ability to attend class, as you will not be excused or offered the opportunity to make up whatever you miss if this occurs.  If your absence can be excused, you must make arrangements before leaving campus in order to get credit for whatever you miss.  Unexcused absences are extremely costly in a course that meets only 16 times. This course will not, for example, satisfy the language requirement if you miss 5 classes, which, if you already have 100%, will leave you with a 69% final grade.  You need 70% minimum (C-) to satisfy the requirement.  40% of the final grade.
Assignments: Before each class, you will upload your reading notes to the course Moodle page.  You will be instructed whether to write the notes in French or English, but they must:  1) offer an adequate and accurate summary of the assigned reading; 2) they must include comments in French about the text (how you react to it) and 3) include a series of 5 questions in French you have for your class or your discussion group.  Please do bring your laptop, some other device that can access Moodle, or a hard copy (not very ecological, but will work) of your notes with you to class.  These notes are for you to help you participate in the small group and class discussions we’ll be having.  If you submit them early enough, I will have read and graded them before you get to class.  40% of the final grade
Other activities: InTeGrate assessments, etc.  20% of the final grade.
Academic honesty: The work you submit for this course must be entirely your own.  Any discovery of academic dishonesty will be reported to the university’s Honor Council.  See the Wittenberg Academic Bulletin and/or Student Handbook for more details about the consequences of cheating or plagiarism.
