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COMM 360: Environmental Communication
336 Hollenbeck; MWF 1:50-2:50

Professor: Dr. Sheryl Cunningham		Email: scunningham@wittenberg.edu
Office: 321 Hollenbeck				Office hours: M 10-11 a.m., W& F 4-5 p.m.
Phone: 327-7868				or by appointment

“What would constitute a compelling, ethical narrative about our future, one that would mobilize public concern about the intangible and long-term consequences of our fossil fuel economy and our consumption of the earth’s biological heritage and future? Are there stirrings of such rhetorics today? In what forums are they occurring, and what are they saying?”

	--Robert Cox, Environmental Communication and the Public Sphere

Course description:

According to Cox (2016) there have been several distinct periods in the environmental movement which have produced different kinds of rhetorical antagonisms within environmental communication. These antagonisms create questions around topics such as wilderness preservation, natural resources conservation, public health and ecological thinking, environmental justice and both local and global sustainability. In this course we will investigate these rhetorical antagonisms as well as other contemporary issues in environmental communication by paying close attention to the texts produced by various stakeholders.

Students will learn how to use theoretical concepts in their analyses of environmental communication in class discussions, written assignments, and presentations.

Required texts: 

Blum, E. D. (2008). Love Canal revisited: Race, class, and gender in environmental activism. Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas. 

Cox, R. (2016). Environmental communication and the public sphere (4th ed.). Los Angeles: Sage.

Broz, S. (2010). APA style for Communication majors. Springfield: Wittenberg University. (Moodle)

All other readings will be provided to you on Moodle.

Course objectives:  
· analyze and evaluate texts 
· summarize or explain main points of academic/theoretical articles
· identify and explain rhetorical strategies used in texts
· make and justify oral and written arguments based on logical structuring of evidence
· evaluate ethical positions of rhetors
· generate discussion about rhetoric and environmental issues
· identify and explain components of the water cycle 

Course expectations: Everyone is expected to come to class on time and be mentally and physically present while in class. Assignments and readings should be completed on time so that all can fully participate in discussions, activities, and presentations. I will also come to class prepared and ready to engage with the course materials. In this course you will also be expected to work collaboratively with your classmates on a group presentation at the end of the semester. 



Course requirements

Book club: For three class periods, small groups of students will lead the class in a discussion of Love Canal Revisited: Race, Class, and Gender in Environmental Activism. Groups will submit 10 typed discussion questions to Dr. Cunningham the class period before they lead book club. The group will need to decide beforehand how to divide up the questions—who will ask what? The questions should focus on the assigned reading for that day. The questions should not be comprehension questions, but rather questions that encourage critical reflection about the rhetorical strategies highlighted in the book and role of those strategies within the environmental justice movement. 

Quizzes: Students will have a total of 6 unannounced quizzes throughout the semester; your 5 highest scores will count toward your final grade. These quizzes will focus on course readings. Students will be allowed to look at the readings during the quiz and will have 15 minutes to complete the quiz. If you are late; you do not get extra time for the quiz. If you are absent you cannot make up the quiz unless we have made prior arrangements. The format for these quizzes will be short answer.

Framing analysis: Each student will write a 5-8 page framing analysis by comparing a series of news articles about the same or similar environmental issues or events. More specific information about the paper will be available on Moodle.  

Exams: We will have a midterm and a final exam in this class. 

Presentation: There is one formal group presentation in this course. For this project you will help to address an environmental communication problem on Wittenberg’s Campus or in the Springfield Community. More specific information about the project will be available on Moodle.

Participation: There are several ways to earn participation points in this class— check the “How am I doing?” sheet to see a full list.

Attendance: I assume that you will not skip class as I consider attendance a class requirement. In order to account for emergencies or other circumstances beyond your control you can have up to 3 absences without penalty.  Once you have missed 3 days, 5 points per day will be deducted from your final grade. Participation in Wittenberg activities (not including practice time) is excused, provided that you notify me of any such activities within the first 2 weeks of the semester, or if something comes up later in the semester, at least 48 hours in advance. 

Evaluation
        	
 Final grades will be assigned on the following basis: 

A+	97-100%	A	93-96%		A-	90-92%
B+	87-89%		B	83-86%		B-	80-82%
C+	77-79%		C	73-76%		C-	70-72%
D+	67-69%		D	63-66%		D-	60-62%
F	59% and below
                                      	
Course policies

Electronic Devices: No cell phones, no texting, or getting online during class. 

Late work is not accepted in some cases and only accepted in others with a penalty. If you turn in work late, there is a 5 point penalty for each day it is late. Please note: assignments more than one week (7 days) late will not be accepted. If you are having a hard time with something, talk to me before the assignment is due. Participation, quizzes, and presentations cannot be made up / turned in late.

Email: I check email regularly and will usually respond to emails within 24 hours. Keep in mind—please don’t expect most of our discussions to take place over email.  (A general rule: if it takes you more than 3-5 sentences to ask me a question, or more than 3-5 sentences for me to respond I will ask you to talk to me in person.) I will not check course email on weekends until Sunday evenings.

Academic dishonesty: I will report any and all instances of academic dishonesty to the Wittenberg Honor Council. According to Wittenberg University Policy (see Student Handbook) academic dishonesty is defined as any treatment or representation of work as if one were fully responsible for it, when it is in fact the work of another person or work in which one has given or received unacknowledged and/or unauthorized assistance from others. Academic dishonesty is a serious violation that is counter to the purpose and aims of Wittenberg University. A substantiated case of academic dishonesty may result in permanent dismissal from the University, suspension for a designated period of time; or lesser sanction as deemed appropriate, including a grade of XF for the course. I will follow the procedures outlined on this webpage: http://www4.wittenberg.edu/academics/academicintegrity/stufaq.html

All papers must be completed in accordance with APA style. There is an APA style guide available to you on Moodle. 

Exams will start promptly at the beginning of the class period. Please note that once the exam has begun, students will not be permitted to leave the classroom unless they have turned in the exam. Failure to come to class to take the exam will result in a zero unless I have been notified in advance of the exam and alternative arrangements have been made with me.

Other helpful information

Wittenberg University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for eligible students with disabilities.  If you are eligible for course accommodations due to a disability, please provide me with your self-identification letter from the Office of Academic Services (206 Recitation Hall), so that we may discuss your learning needs.  Early identification at the start of the term is required to ensure timely provision of services.  If you need to contact the Office of Academic Services, please contact Roberta Perry at 937-327-7891 or rperry@wittenberg.edu. 

Students are encouraged to take advantage of the Writing Center in 112 Hollenbeck Hall. Call the Center at 327-6154 or make an appointment online: http://wittenberg.mywconline.com/. Please note, though, that Writing Center tutors cannot necessarily help you with course content. If you are having trouble understanding course concepts please see me.

In this course we have a formal presentation at the end. I strongly advise groups to make an appointment with the OCC—Oral Communication Center—in order to deliver the best presentation possible.  You can make an appointment online:  http://wittenberg.mywconline.com/.

















COMM 363: Environmental Communication Fall 15 Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Assignment

	M Aug 24
	Introduction to course and each other 
	

	W Aug 26
	What is Environmental Communication (EC)?
	Cox Introduction and Ch. 1

	F Aug 28
	What does “Environment” mean?
	Cox Ch. 2

	M Aug 31
	Rhetorical Approach to EC
	Cox Ch. 3


	W Sept 2
	Preservation and Conservation
	Oravec, C. John Muir, Yosemite, and the sublime response: A study in the rhetoric of preservationism.

	F Sept 4
	The visual environment
	Cox Ch. 4


	M Sept 7
	No class—holiday 
	

	W Sept 9
	What work does radical environmental rhetoric do?
	Cooper, M. Environmental rhetoric in the age of hegemonic politics: Earth First! and The Nature Conservancy.

	F Sept 11
	Representing activism in popular culture
	Stewart, J. and Clark, T.  Lessons from South Park: A comic corrective to environmental puritanism.

	M Sept 14
	Ecology and public health
	Carson. R. “A Fable for Tomorrow”  and Ch.12 of Silent Spring 

	W Sept 16
	Narrative power
	Killingsworth, M. J. and  Palmer, J.S. “The apocalyptic narrative from Silent Spring to Global Warming”

	F Sept 18
	Melodrama as rhetorical tool
	Schwarze, S. Environmental melodrama.


	M Sept 21
	News and the environment
	Cox Ch. 5


	W Sept 23
	News framing and environmental issues 
	Read framing analysis assignment 

	F Sept 25
	No class—Dr. C out of town

	

	M Sept 28
	Culture Jamming and The Yes Men 
	Hecht, S. Anti-coal satire punks Peabody Energy
http://www.coalcares.org/index.html
http://www.peabodyenergy.com/

	W Sept 30
	View film: The Last Mountain

	

	F Oct 2
	Finish and discuss The Last Mountain
	

	M Oct 5
	Peer Review

	Draft of framing analysis due


	W Oct 7
	Communicating Science

	Cox Ch. 6


	F Oct 9
	Guest Speakers
	Speaker questions due


	M Oct 12
	Risk Communication 
	Cox Ch. 7


	W Oct 14
	Midterm Exam 
	


	F Oct 16
	Thinking through water resources
	Water footprint activity due (Moodle)

	M Oct 19
	No class— Fall break
	


	W Oct 21
	Environmental Justice

	Cox Ch. 10
Final of framing analysis due

	F Oct 23
	The stories we tell
	Pezzullo, P. Performing Critical Interruptions: Rhetorical invention and narratives of the EJ movement.

	M Oct 26
	Introduction to Love Canal

	Chapter 1 of Love Canal Revisited
Group 1:Chapter 2 discussion questions due

	W Oct 28
	Book Club
	Chapter 2 of Love Canal Revisited
Group 2:  Chapter 3 discussion questions due
Book club response due (in-class mini essay)

	F Oct 30
	Book Club 
	Chapter 3 of Love Canal Revisited
Group 3: Chapter 4 discussion questions due
Book club response due (in-class mini essay)

	M Nov 2
	Book Club 
	Chapter 4 of Love Canal Revisited 
Book club response due (in-class mini essay)

	W Oct 4
	Environmental Justice: Summing up
	Chapter 5 of Love Canal Revisited

	F Nov 6
	Advocating for the environment
	Cox Ch. 8

	M Nov 9
	Guest Speaker
	Speaker questions due


	W Nov 11
	Introduction to final project

	Read project assignment

	F Nov 13
	View film: An Inconvenient Truth
	

	M Nov 16
	Finish and discuss An Inconvenient Truth 
	

	W Nov 18
	Reading documentary
	[bookmark: citation]Rostek, T and Frentz, T. S. “Myth and Multiple Readings in Environmental Rhetoric: The Case of An Inconvenient Truth.”

	F Nov 20
	View film: The Future of Food

	

	M Nov 23
	Finish and discuss The Future of Food
	Monsanto website: http://www.monsanto.com/

	W Nov 25
	No Class — Holiday

	

	F Nov 27
	No Class — Holiday

	

	M Nov 30
	Corporate communication in risk industries
	Domenec, F. Monsanto's and Chevron's home pages in the US and the UK: Corporate discourse as a reflection of social trends?

	W Dec 2
	Going green? 
	Cox Ch. 11


	F Dec 4
	Group meetings with Dr. Cunningham
	Presentation outline due

	M Dec 7
	No class—presentation preparation
	Work on group projects 


	W Dec 9
	Presentations

	Groups 1 & 2 present

	F Dec 11
	Presentations

	Groups 3 & 4 present


Final Exam: Tuesday, December 15 from 9am-11am. 


COMM 363			How am I doing in this class?

In order to estimate your grade at any time during the semester, simply add the points you have earned on each assignment and divide that number by the total number of points possible thus far. 

Assignment						Pts earned	        Pts Possible    

Quizzes							         _____		75
Quiz #1   = ___ / 15	
Quiz #2   = ___ / 15	
Quiz #3   = ___ / 15	
Quiz #4   = ___ / 15	
Quiz #5   = ___ / 15	
Quiz #6   = ___/ 15

Framing Analysis 				                       _____		50	
					
Examinations						         _____		200
	Midterm = ___ / 100	 
Final = ___/ 100

Presentation						         _____		100
			   
Participation						         _____		100
	
	Guest Speaker Questions 1 = ___/5
Guest Speaker Questions 2 = ___/5
Framing analysis draft = ___/5
Framing analysis peer review = ___/5
	Water Footprint assignment = ___/5
Book Club Questions =___/10
	Book Club Response 1 = ___ /10
Book Club Response 2 = ___/10
Book Club Response 3 = ___/10
Group conference with outline = ___ /15
Other in-class participation = ___ /20	

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Course Grade: 				Total Points Earned     _____  /  Total Possible 525

