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Poli 251S-01: International
Relations

Spring 2016 -- MWF 1.50-
2.50pm, HH 336

Welcome to Poli 251: International Relations! These moodle
pages will serve as the online syllabus for the course, so please
check them regularly for updates. Comments/suggestions
about this course page are always welcomed.

The course schedule and readings are shown below, on a week-by-
week basis. Any supplemental materials/handouts will be posted in
the appropriate week of the course, along with any assignments,
exam/assignment grades etc.

Class News & Announcements

General course news and announcements will be posted here.

Course Description

Description
Learning Outcomes
Accomodations
Academic Integrity

Course Requirements and Policies

Readings expectations
Class format
Moodle 
Exam and assignment policies

Your progress

http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/course/view.php?id=4647#
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/my/
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/my/
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/course/index.php?categoryid=43
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/course/view.php?id=4647
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/forum/view.php?id=64990
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/page/view.php?id=64991
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/page/view.php?id=64992
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/help.php?component=completion&identifier=completionicons&lang=en


11 January - 17 January

Introduction to Course

Introduction to the Study of International Relations
Readings:

Classroom environment

Evaluation & Grading

Grading scale
How is my grade calculated?

Required Books and Materials

Materials needed for this course.

Textbook Website -- Study Resources

Assignments

IR Theory Paper (5% of grade total)

PE Quiz Responses SEMESTER TOTAL (15%)

Midterm Exam (25%)

Analysis Paper (10%)

Final Take-home Exam (40%) -- instructions and submission form

Take-Home Final Exam Questions

Climate Change Module (5%)

Climate Change PE questions (1.5%)

Climate Change Short Essay Questions (1.5%)

SERC Pre-Module Survey (0.5%)

SERC Post-Module Survey (0.5%)

GLE MC Pre-test (0.5%)

GLE MC Post-test (0.5%)

http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/page/view.php?id=64994
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/page/view.php?id=64993
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/url/view.php?id=69359
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/assign/view.php?id=69947
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/assign/view.php?id=70228
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/assign/view.php?id=71116
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/assign/view.php?id=71117
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/assign/view.php?id=65034
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/resource/view.php?id=73764
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/assign/view.php?id=71118
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/assign/view.php?id=73576
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http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/assign/view.php?id=73777


Grieco, Ikenberry, Mastanduno [hereafter GIM], Ch. 1

18 January - 24 January

Monday: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day -- NO CLASS

The Development of the International System
Readings:

GIM, Ch. 2

25 January - 31 January

IR Theories
Readings:

GIM, Ch. 3

1 February - 7 February

SERC Survey Link

This course is part of the Sustainability Across the Curriculum Implementation
Program at Wittenberg. As such, a further learning outcome of the course will be to
understand the interaction between the challenge of climate change and policy-making within
the international community.

Please follow this link to complete a brief survey by the end of this week (1/15/16). As
discussed in class, any information collected as part of the InTeGrate project will remain
anonymous.

Week 1 Slides

Week 2 Slides

Week 3 Slides

http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/url/view.php?id=68192
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/resource/view.php?id=69091
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/resource/view.php?id=69092
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/resource/view.php?id=69786


Foreign Policy Analysis
F: NO CLASS!

Readings:
GIM, Ch. 4

8 February - 14 February

War

Readings:
GIM, Ch. 5

15 February - 21 February

Peace & International Law
Readings:

GIM, Ch. 6

22 February - 28 February

Monday: Exam 1

WMDs
Readings:

GIM, Ch. 7

Week 4 Slides

War5

http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/resource/view.php?id=70482
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/resource/view.php?id=70483


29 February - 6 March

International Political Economy I
M: In place of class, we'll be going to Prof. Ezra Vogel's Colloquium
in Shouvlin 105 (2pm-3.20pm)

 

Readings: 
GIM, Ch. 8

7 March - 13 March



Spring Break!

14 March - 20 March

IPE II
Readings:

GIM, Ch. 9

21 March - 27 March

International Development
F: No Class! (Good Friday)
Readings:

GIM, Ch. 10

28 March - 3 April

International Challenges
Readings:

GIM, Ch. 11

4 April - 10 April

Challenges: the Environment

Friday: NO CLASS (Attend Celebration of Learning
events instead!)



Readings:
GIM, Ch. 12

11 April - 17 April

Case Study: Climate Change and International
Negotiation
M/W: Global Warming -- Physics

Go to this page: https://www.e-education.psu.edu/earth104/node/524
BEFORE MONDAY'S CLASS: Watch the video clips and read the materials in this module.
Using the navigation menu on the right of the page (or the links on the right at the bottom of
each section), read/watch the following sections (some are quite short, others longer):

Module 4: Global Warming -- Physics
Goals and Objectives
Roadmap (skip)
The Unavoidable Warmness of Burning

Turning the Temperature
Potholes
Greenhouse Gases

Adding More Greenhouse Gases increases Temperature
Amplifiers 

We'll have a review at the start of class (Poll Everywhere), and then have in-class exercises
and discussions based on this material. 

BEFORE WEDNESDAY'S CLASS: Using the same link above, pick up where you left off, and
read/watch the following sections:

The Warming from the So-Far Unavoidable Burning
History of Carbon Dioxide
Natural and Anthropogenic Warming

Models Using Natural and Anthropogenic Forcings
Once again, We'll have a review at the start of class (Poll Everywhere), and then have in-class
exercises and discussions based on this material. 

F: Global Warming -- History
Go to this page: https://www.e-education.psu.edu/earth104/node/525
BEFORE FRIDAY'S CLASS: Watch the video clips and read the materials in this module. Using
the navigation menu on the right of the page (or the links on the right at the bottom of each
section), read/watch the following sections (some are quite short, others longer):

Module 5: Global Warming -- History

Extra Credit: Celebration of Learning

https://www.e-education.psu.edu/earth104/node/524
https://www.e-education.psu.edu/earth104/node/525
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/assign/view.php?id=65025


Goals and Objectives
Roadmap (skip)
Who Did Start the Fire?

Heading Heated History
The Great Dying
The Paleocene-Eocene Thermal Maximum (PETM)
The Ice Ages

The Vostok Ice Core
The Big Picture 2
More than Just Temperature

18 April - 24 April

Case Study: Climate Change and International
Negotiation
M: Global Warming -- History (cont'd)

Once again, go to this page: https://www.e-education.psu.edu/earth104/node/525
BEFORE MONDAY'S CLASS: Using the same link above, pick up where you left off from Friday,
and read/watch the following sections: 

The Projection Project
Warming to the Future
Warming around the Globe
Precipitating a Change
Sea-level Rise
More Flods and Droughts
Agricultural Impacts
Impacts on People
Lots of Other Issues
More Big Picture

We'll have a review at the start of class (Poll Everywhere), and then have in-class exercises and
discussions based on this material. 

W/F: Policy Options and International Negotiations
Go to this page: https://www.e-education.psu.edu/earth104/node/697
BEFORE WEDNESDAY'S CLASS: Watch the video clips and read the materials in this module.
Using the navigation menu on the right of the page (or the links on the right at the bottom of each
section), read/watch the following sections (some are quite short, others longer):

Module 11: Policy Options
Goals and Objectives

https://www.e-education.psu.edu/earth104/node/525
https://www.e-education.psu.edu/earth104/node/697


Roadmap (skip)
Policy Options and Regulations
Tax and What?

Outlaw Dumping of Carbon Dioxide
A Highly Relevant Detour
Tax Swap
Impact on Coal Miners

Harmonious Taxes
Policy Pile-On

Calming Commerce
Providing for the Common Defense
Working on a Solution
Pulling a Few Things Together

The Present Policy Position
We'll have a review at the start of class Wednesday (Poll Everywhere), and then have in-class
exercises and discussions based on this material. We'll also discuss the international policy
dimension more in class.

25 April - 1 May

M: Post Case-Study Assessment 

IR Futures
Readings: 

GIM, Ch. 13

2 May - 8 May

Course Conclusions & Wrap-up

Take Home Final Exam: Due Saturday May 7, 3pm

SERC Survey Link II

Please complete the follow-up survey at the link above by the end of this week (April 30) to
receive credit.

http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/url/view.php?id=73573


FEEDBACK
Student Questionnaire

DR. JAMES P. ALLAN
Office:
214 Hollenbeck Hall
Office Hours:
View my current availability and/or make an 
appointment by clicking the icon below.

How to Contact Me:
Email: jallan@wittenberg.edu
Ph: 937-327-6101 (weekdays/daytime only; I prefer email to voicemail)

SMS/Google Hangouts: 614-859-6102 (be sure to include your name in message!)

Follow @james_p_allan

Follow @james_p_allan

PEOPLE
Participants

ACTIVITIES
Assignments
Forums
Resources

LATEST NEWS

*MONDAY*

http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/feedback/view.php?id=1018&courseid=4647
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=follow_link&screen_name=james_p_allan&tw_p=followbutton
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=follow_link&screen_name=james_p_allan&tw_p=followbutton
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/user/index.php?contextid=113012
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/assign/index.php?id=4647
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/forum/index.php?id=4647
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/course/resources.php?id=4647
https://jamesallan.youcanbook.me/
mailto:jallan@wittenberg.edu
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=13690


29 Apr, 17:11 James Allan

29 Apr, 14:31 James Allan
END OF SEMESTER INFO

Older topics ...

NAVIGATION

ILP INTEGRATION
Back to Portal

UPCOMING EVENTS
Weekday Chapel
Tomorrow, 11:10 AM 
» 11:30 AM

Classes End
Wednesday, 4 May, 8:00 AM 
» 5:00 PM

Reading Day
Thursday, 5 May, 8:00 AM 
» 5:00 PM

Weekday Chapel
Thursday, 5 May, 11:10 AM 
» 11:30 AM

Final Exams
Friday, 6 May, 8:00 AM 
» Saturday, 7 May, 5:00 PM

Final Take-home Exam (40%) -- instructions and submission form
Saturday, 7 May, 3:05 PM

Sunday Morning Coffee & Donuts
Sunday, 8 May, 10:30 AM 
» 10:59 AM

Sunday Morning Worship Service
Sunday, 8 May, 11:00 AM 
» 12:00 PM

Catholic Mass

https://my.wittenberg.edu/
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=13684
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/forum/view.php?f=4869
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http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/calendar/view.php?course=4647&view=day&time=1462289400
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/calendar/view.php?view=day&course=4647&time=1462363200#event_10888
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/calendar/view.php?course=4647&view=day&time=1462395600
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/calendar/view.php?view=day&course=4647&time=1462449600#event_10889
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/calendar/view.php?course=4647&view=day&time=1462482000
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/calendar/view.php?view=day&course=4647&time=1462461000#event_10890
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/calendar/view.php?course=4647&view=day&time=1462462200
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/calendar/view.php?view=day&course=4647&time=1462536000#event_10891
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/calendar/view.php?course=4647&view=day&time=1462654800
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/calendar/view.php?course=4647&view=day&time=1462536000
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/mod/assign/view.php?id=65034
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/calendar/view.php?course=4647&view=day&time=1462647900
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/calendar/view.php?view=day&course=4647&time=1462717800#event_10940
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/calendar/view.php?course=4647&view=day&time=1462719540
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/calendar/view.php?view=day&course=4647&time=1462719600#event_10941
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/calendar/view.php?course=4647&view=day&time=1462723200
http://moodle.wittenberg.edu/calendar/view.php?view=day&course=4647&time=1462755600#event_10942


◀ May 2016 ▶

Sunday, 8 May, 9:00 PM 
» 10:00 PM

Final Exams
Monday, 9 May, 8:00 AM 
» Wednesday, 11 May, 5:00 PM

Go to calendar...
New event...

ADMINISTRATION

Course administration

Switch role to...

My profile settings

RECENT ACTIVITY
Activity since Monday, 2 May 2016, 1:57 PM

Full report of recent activity...

COURSE UPDATES:

Updated Assignment
Analysis Paper (10%)

CALENDAR

Sun

(Sunday)

Mon

(Monday)

Tue

(Tuesday)

Wed

(Wednesday)

Thu

(Thursday)

Fri

(Friday)

Sat

(Saturday)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31     

EVENTS KEY

Hide global events

Grades

Return to my normal role
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Hide course events
Hide group events
Hide user events

You are logged in as James Allan: Student (Return to my normal role)
Home
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