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Due: Monday, Oct. 24, 2016.  Your research report should be one page, double-spaced, and include the two best references you used to answer the questions.

BACKGROUND:  Early this semester in your studies on the Law of the Sea (LOS) Treaty, you chose a country in the United Nations and were asked to consider the pros and cons of the LOS for your country.  Specifically, you were considering economic advantages and disadvantages to your country of extraction of ocean resources from International Waters as provided for in the LOS.  Each of you then cast a vote on what you thought your country’s position should be on the treaty and explained why you voted that way.  
Next, I asked you to study the “Sustainability of Ocean Resources” power point we went over in class (I posted that on Blackboard so you could consider the sustainability of geological resources, biological resources, chemical resources, and physical resources (e.g. waves, currents, OTEC, etc. to make electrical power off of ocean movement)).
Then, on the first exam, I asked you to choose one natural resource from the ocean that humans can use and discuss whether or not extraction of that resource from the ocean is sustainable.
Now, it’s time for you to research the resource you chose (or even a different one if you like)!

SUSTAINABILITY of OCEAN RESOURCES PROJECT, TO DO:  

1) Choose one natural resource that exists in the ocean, and explain why you are interested in pursuing that particular natural resource.
2) Find out through research that you do from published sources how much of your resource is produced in the world, and about what percent of it comes from the ocean.  Cite in “References Cited” list at the end of your report the sources where you got your information (in APA format).
3) Find out through research that you do from published sources whether or not the extraction of your ocean resource for human use is sustainable into the distant future or not.  This is necessarily speculative and it may be difficult to find definitive answers—so do your best to think deeply and critically about markets for your commodity, the rate at which humans are consuming resources, and whether or not it is reasonable to have those resources replenished by natural processes at a rate that replaces what humans take out.

SOME EXAMPLES OF OCEAN NATURAL RESOURCES (there are many more options as well):
	Oil and Gas					Salts (NaCl, MgSO4, KCl, etc.)
	Manganese Nodules				Hydrogen, Helium, Boron
	Base Metal Sulfides & Ferro-manganese Crusts at Spreading Centers
	Geothermal Heat 				Electricity from Thermal Vents
	Ocean Floor Human Habitats around Thermal Vents
	Zeolites and other Clay Minerals		Electricity from Waves
	Fisheries					Electricity from Tides
	Fish/Shellfish Farming-Mariculture		Electricity from Currents
	Coral Reef Products				Electricity from Ocn. Thermal Energy (OTEC)
	Sea Shells as Art and/or as Source of CaCO3	Electricity from biomass conversion
