Assessment Questions for activity: Is Warming Natural or Anthropogenic?
Question 1: What is the largest impact of human activity on Earth’s land surface cover, and what are the primary effects of this activity on global climate? List two challenges humanity will face in the coming decades that are a direct result of this activity.

Question 2: Global average temperature has warmed at least 1.2°F since 1900. How can we go about determining whether to attribute this warming to natural forcing or to human activity? 

Question 3: The plots below depict the difference between predicted late 21st century and late 20th century temperature (deg C) and precipitation (in cm/yr) if the IPCC’s ‘A2’ future scenario comes to pass. (Model output from NCAR’s Community Earth System Model: http://www.cesm.ucar.edu/experiments/ )
Late 21st Century – Late 20th Century:
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In each plot, identify one change that looks significant. State the locations and magnitudes of the changes you’ve identified in each plot. Then explain why each change has occurred, based on what you know about the climate system, including how the atmosphere and oceans circulate heat, or how feedbacks work.

