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InTeGrate: Interdisciplinary Teaching of Geoscience for a Sustainable Future
NameofInstitution is participating in the NSF-sponsored InTeGrate project.  InTeGrate is a five-year NSF Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics Talent Expansion Program Centers (STEP Centers) award.  This community effort aims to dramatically increase geoscience literacy of all undergraduate students. For the purposes of this grant and to improve education in geoscience education at NameofInstitution, we are studying the impact of changes we’ve made to the curriculum based on the work of this project.  You are enrolled in a course which implements this new curriculum.

To see how our curriculum is influencing your learning, we’d like your permission to collect the assessments and surveys you complete for this curriculum in this course.   We would also like your permission to collect demographic information about you which are included in your course surveys. Your consent would not be seen by the instructor of the course until after he/she has submitted final grades for the course.  They will be used only by the assessment and evaluation teams to address the research questions. At a later time in the course you may be asked to participate in a follow on survey or interview to get your reflections on the curriculum.
Why are we asking you for permission?  Colleges and universities across the country are interested in new methods of improving the learning of their students and how they can best prepare their students for the demands they’ll face in the future. As part of this effort, we’d like to share the results of what we find with others who are interested in geosciences education. All data we collect will be grouped and reported anonymously. In addition, your choice of whether or not to participate will not affect the grade you receive in this course. 

Will you be truly anonymous?  Your name will never be linked to anything that is publicly reported. Under no circumstances will the authorship or results of any individual student be detectable if the research is published. In short, we guarantee that you will not be identified if your work is used for study.

Who is conducting this research?  This study is being led by a team directed by Cathryn Manduca at the Science Education Resource Center at Carleton College.  You may contact her directly :  Cathryn Manduca at Carleton College, 507-222-7096, cmanduca@carleton.edu.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding this study and would like to talk to someone other than the researcher(s), contact the Institutional Review Board for Research with Human Subjects at Carleton College, c/o Office of the Associate Dean of the College, Carleton College, One North College Street, Northfield MN 55057; telephone (507) 646-4301.
Why is your permission important? We want to offer NameofInstitution students the best possible education in geoscience education. Sharing NameofInstitution’s geoscience education results with other programs and agencies also helps us know how well we are meeting our goals and preparing you for your future. Your participation in this research will help us improve what we do at NameofInstitution. Please check only one:
_________
I agree to let my work be used in research under these conditions and state that I am 18 years of age, or older, as of today’s date.  I understand my consent will not be seen by the instructor until the instructor has submitted final grades to the registrar.  I also know that I may be asked to participate in an interview related to my perceptions of the curriculum.

_________
I consent to participate in some, but not all aspects of this study.  Please list which aspects you do NOT consent to participate.  These aspects are:________________________________________________________________________
_________
I am not 18 years of age or older so am not eligible to be a research participant.
_________

I would not like my work to be used in research.

________________________________________



___________________
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