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Student,
The University of Akron is teaming with Carleton College in Minnesota to study undergraduate students’ understanding of geosciences concepts. 

For the purposes of this grant and to improve education in geoscience, we are studying student understanding of key aspects of the Earth Science, Atmospheric Science, Climate, and Ocean literacies.  You are enrolled in a course which focuses on these concepts.  As such, we will be collecting demographic data about you and the responses to assessment questions that you complete for this course.   Your responses will be used only by the project team to address the research questions.   
Colleges and universities across the country are interested in new methods of improving the learning of their students and how they can best prepare their students for the demands they’ll face in the future. As part of this effort, we’d like to share the results of what we find with others who are interested in geoscience education. All data we collect will be grouped and reported anonymously. In addition, your choice of whether or not to participate will not affect the grade you receive in this course. 

Your name will never be linked to anything that is publicly reported. Under no circumstances will the authorship or results of any individual student be detectable if the research is published. In short, we guarantee that you will not be identified if your work is used for study.

We want to offer students the best possible education in geoscience education. Sharing our results with other programs and agencies also helps us know how well we are meeting our goals and preparing you for your future. 

A decision to participate will not affect one's course grade.   Please notify Dr. David Steer in person, via email (steer@uakron.edu) or by telephone (330-972-2099) if you do not wish to have your response data included in the study. 
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