UPDATING DATA
UNIT 4: 
A Water Balance Approach for Assessment of the California Drought

· File: “snow-data”
· Page 1
· Station: GPS P346 (daily snow)
· PBO H2O Data Portal - http://cires1.colorado.edu/portal/index.php 
· Click “view data” link under Snow section
· Search P346 station in search bar
· Download “Snow depth / SWE data”
· Page 2
· [bookmark: _GoBack]SNOTEL PLP daily SWE (“snow water equivalent”)
· PLP is an abbreviation for station Pilot Peak, CA which is close to station P346
· On the data portal, Pilot Peak is listed as PLP, but this must be searched for.  It is not listed on the broad station list for annual or monthly data.
· Begin on the California Data Exchange website: http://cdec.water.ca.gov/snow/
·  Search “Pilot Peak” in the top right corner. Make sure “DWR” is selected under the search bar.
· Click the “pilot peak (dwr)” link
· The link will bring you to this location: http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/staMeta?station_id=PLP
· Select the link titled Snow Water Content (“SNOW WC”)
· Click the “Daily PLP data” link
· The data is not easily downloaded as an excel sheet.
· You must transfer data in sets of 30 daily values at a time.  Move through the data section by section using the “earlier” or “later/latest” links. 
· Copy and paste the dates and “SNOW WC (inches)” values into excel.  The data must be converted from inches to meters in the excel sheet.

· File: “ssj-annual-precipitation” 
· This file is currently updated with data from years 1895-2017.
· “Climate at a Glance” website:  https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/
· You must average the annual precipitation values between the Sacramento Drainage and San Joaquin Drainage:
· Select “Parameter: Precipitation”
· Select “Time Scale: Annual”
· Choose time range
· Select “State/Region: California”
· Select “Climate Division: Sacramento Drainage”
· Click “Plot”
· A Plot appears showing values in inches (on left) and millimeters (on right).  Download the data by clicking the green Excel icon above the data table.
· The data will download in text format.  This data must be copied/pasted into Excel and tab/space delimited.
· The precipitation values are in inches.  They must be converted to millimeters to remain constant with the previous data on the excel sheet.
· NOTE: repeat these steps for “Climate Division: San Joaquin Drainage”
