Measuring Water Resources:  Unit 5—Example Assessment Rubric for Report
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	Exemplary (4)
	Good (3)
	Basic (2)
	Poor (1)
	Nonperformance (0)

	Content (28pts)
	
	
	
	
	

	Executive Summary
	Concise but highly understandable overview of the entire report including: problem statement, methodology, overview of findings, and recommendations.
	One element is missing from an exemplary summary
	Two elements are missing from an exemplary summary
	More than two elements are missing 
	No summary or one that does not effectively overview the report.

	Introduction
	Concise introduction to the problem and the significance of the analysis. Findings are not included 
	Problem or significance is not clearly explained. Findings are included.
	Either the problem statement or significance is missing
	Both problem statement and significance are missing
	No introduction included.

	Methodology (Study/area)
	The study areas is described by using a figure and basic information related to the reach, including its location, length, slope and the USGS gaging station number are included
	Figure and table include, but at least one piece of information related to study area is missing
	Figure and table include, but study area is lacking multiple pieces of information
	Figure or table is missing, including other key information
	No information on study area is provided.

	Methodology (Flood Frequency analysis)
	The procedure for implementing the flood frequency analysis is clearly described including the method used for performing the analysis, a plot of annual maximum series, and the mean and standard deviation of the annual streamflow data.
	Plot, mean and standard deviation are provided, but description is inadequate
	Some key details related to the methodology are missing or the plot is incorrect or incomplete in terms legend, axes titles, etc.
	Descriptive information is missing, plot is missing or sloppy
	Methodology sub-section is missing

	Methodology (Hydraulic modeling)
	The procedure for hydraulic modeling is clearly described including the average values of Mannings’n for the main channel and banks, number of cross-sections and whether the model is run in steady or unsteady state. Boundary conditions are also listed.
 
	All modeling details are provided, but the methodology is not clearly described.
	One or two key details, such as the boundary condition or average Manning’s n values, related to hydraulic modeling are missing.
	Several details related to hydraulic modeling are missing.
	Hydraulic modeling sub-section is missing.

	Results
	Includes information on the design flows from the flood frequency analysis in tabular form and the results from hydraulic simulations in the form of inundation maps for the three design flows. The inundation area corresponding to each design flow is presented in tabular form. 

	All numbers and plots are provided, but they are not discussed
	Only presentation of plots, tables and numbers without detailed discussion.
	Table or plot is missing with little or no discussion of results
	Results section is missing.

	Recommendations
	Includes clear recommendations for the city to reduce the flow to the stream by taking innovative measures in new land development projects, including additional measures for water storage and harvesting at the community level.  

	Only bullet points are listed.
	Recommendations are not clear/specific
	No efforts are made in writing recommendations.
	Recommendations are missing






	
	Exemplary (4)
	Good (3)
	Basic (2)
	Poor (1)
	Nonperformance (0)

	Format 
(12 pts)
	
	
	
	
	

	Organization of Report
	The report follows the provided template with all sections presented in sequential manner. All sections are numbered and follow proper spacing and fonts
	Report follows the template, sections or sub-sections are not numbered
	The report follows the specified format, but has inconsistency in terms of spacing, fonts, and other formatting issues.
	One more sections are missing
	Format is not followed

	Tables and figures
	All tables and figures have titles and numbers. All figures and tables are properly placed and cited in the text. Figure legends are clear and readable
	Figures and tables are present, but are not numbered. 
	Figures are not readable, legends/axes titles are missing
	Some tables and figures are missing. Presentation is not professional.
	No figure or table is present in the report

	Grammar and Spelling
	Well-crafted sentences and paragraphs.  Excellent grammar and no spelling errors.
	Complete sentences, minimum number of grammatical errors and spelling mistakes.
	At least two or more typos or grammatical errors in each paragraph
	Incomplete sentences, numerous misspellings, and poor grammar.
	Too many typos/grammatical mistakes. Little or no effort in proof-reading the report before submission.




