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Landslide Analysis Unit 3: End of Unit Discussion Key
Bobak Karimi (Wilkes University) and Stephen Hughes (University of Puerto Rico – Mayaguez)
Here we provide a key for the discussion prompts at the end of Unit 3.
Discussion Key
1. What were some model limitations for your models? Why do these limitations exist?
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]Availability of data.
b. Computational capacity.
c. Extent – morphological features continue outside of the area of interest.
d. Limitations exist because of working in a limited space and because of hardware limitations.

2. What role could your models play for individuals, in society, or in politics?
a. Models could help individuals make decisions to live somewhere, or to purchase insurance.
b. Society benefits from models because it can inform city planners and hazard mitigation plans.
c. Politics can use the models to establish a fact-based approach to funding public works projects.

3. Why might someone disregard your groups' final selected model?
a. AUC might be too low.
b. May not agree with what they ‘believe’.
c. Based on a methodology they don’t understand.
d. Identifies problems that requires money/time.

4. How could you communicate the worth of your model?
a. Visually engaging the audience. Red is bad, green is good.
b. Consider that the audience doesn’t understand the methodology and present to them knowing this.

5. This unit concludes predictive modeling (first introduced in Unit 2). How simple do you think predictive modeling is now? Does this differ from your response in Unit 2?
a. Subjective to the student.

6. What aspects of the modeling process do you think make it vulnerable when the results challenge social, political, or economic status quo?
a. The data limitations, and classification schemes used.

7. How has your opinion of modeling, its results, and its uses in guiding policy changed? Do you find yourself more, or less, critical? Explain.
a. Subjective to the student. Hopefully they find themselves more critical, but also more understanding.
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