Our Changing Climate Module Reflection Instructions

Susan Kaspari (Central Washington University) and Bruce Douglas (Indiana University)

One of the critical final steps necessary for an individual, especially one that is a scientist, who
has been engaged in the examination and exploration of new (to the individual) data that has
significant societal impacts is to stop and reflect what that experience means to the individual.

You are being asked to create a second document for this unit that contains your thoughts and
reflections upon completing the Our Changing Climate module. This document should include
your thoughts about what you knew and believed to be true with regards to Our Changing
Climate and one of its most profound impacts which is sea level change and how those thoughts
changed or remained the same at the conclusion of the module.

Another way of thinking about how you can approach this task is to reflect on what part or parts
of the different units matched your expectations or what you had learned in other courses or non-
academic settings. This would then be contrasted with what parts of the units did not match your
expectations and surprised you in what you did not know or realize that it needed to be included
in the overall discussion of the topic of climate change.

This would also be a good place to think about your new versus old perspective on the impact of
sea level change and your level of objectiveness in your Stakeholder Report. This would be
where you might examine whether any biases that you may have developed have crept into your
report.

A grading rubric is included as part of this document to provide you with the criteria for the
anticipated level of effort that you put into this reflection. Note that much of the evaluation is
going to be based more on the arguments and how the writing is structured and less on your
opinion about the various stakeholders and the assignment of right and wrong.
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