A Guided Meditation

Instructions:  Think about each of the questions below, and replace the word "Response" with your answer (that is, double-click on the word "response" to select that text, then start typing your answer).  Please give as full an answer as you can, using complete sentences where appropriate.

Save the revised document using your last name and the number 1 as the name, and send a copy to your teacher as an email attachment.  For example, a student named O'Malley would save the file as OMalley1.doc or OMalley1.docx
What is your name?  Response
You should search on the web for reasonable answers to the next few questions.

What is the average cost of an undergraduate college education in the US?

Response

How much does it cost a college/university to educate an undergraduate student?

Response

What is the difference in average salary between a person with just a high school education and a person who is a college graduate in the US?

Response

What percentage of adults in the US are college graduates?

Response

What percentage of the people who begin a college education in the US eventually graduate from college?

Response

What percentage of adults in the world are college graduates?

Response

What is the percentage of adults in the world who have attended any college?

Response

------------------------------------------

Describe a person in your life (whom you know and who knows you) whom you admire and is a college graduate, if you know such a person.

Response

Name two or three people who have become "successful" (in whatever way you want to define that term) in the last 2-3 decades but who have not been college graduates.

Response

------------------------------------------

Note:  the word "term" is used in place of "semester" or "quarter" in the questions below.

What would you describe as your most important motivation to attend college?

Response

What personal employment/professional goal do you hope to achieve after you complete your college education?

Response

What personal economic goal do you hope to achieve after you complete your college education?

Response

How do you hope to grow personally as a result of your college education?

Response

What other goals do you have with respect to your college education?

Response

What motivated you to register for this geoscience course?

Response

------------------------------------------

On average, how much time will you spend each week employed at some sort of paying job while you are taking classes this term?

Response

What sorts of extra-curricular activities do you hope to participate in at college this term, aside from studying and classroom/lab work?

Response

------------------------------------------

What do you consider to be your most important motivator for work in a given course?

Response

What would you say is the next-most-important motivator for you in a given course?

Response

Think of a course you are taking this term that is part of the required curriculum in your major area of study for your undergraduate degree.  Which of the following statements best describes your attitude toward this course?

[1]  I just want to earn a passing grade.

[2]  I want to earn the highest grade I can, which I hope will be an A.

[3]  I want to gain a working familiarity with the material.

[4]  I want to master as much of the subject matter as I can.

Response

Do you have any further comments about your attitude toward majors' courses?

Response

Think of a course you are taking this term that fulfills some degree requirement but that is not part of the required curriculum in your major area of study.  Perhaps the course is part of a required core undergraduate curriculum.  Which of the following statements best describes your attitude toward this course?

[1]  I just want to earn a passing grade.

[2]  I want to earn the highest grade I can, which I hope will be an A.

[3]  I want to gain a working familiarity with the material.

[4]  I want to master as much of the subject matter as I can.

Response

Do you have any further comments about your attitude toward required non-majors' courses?

Response

Think of an elective course you are taking this term, or that you have taken in the past, that you signed-up for purely out of personal interest.  Which of the following statements best describes your attitude toward this course at the time you took it?

[1]  I just want to earn a passing grade.

[2]  I want to earn the highest grade I can, which I hope will be an A.

[3]  I want to gain a working familiarity with the material.

[4]  I want to master as much of the subject matter as I can.

Response

Do you have any further comments about your attitude toward elective courses?

Response

Complete the following three sentences in a manner that conveys your overall attitude toward work in the course described in the introductory clause.  (For example, If the book is one that interests me, I am very likely to read it.)
• If the course is one that I am really interested in, ___

Response

• If the course is something that I need to complete in order to achieve some goal, ___

Response

• If the course is one that I don't really care about, ___

Response

------------------------------------------

Describe one or more ways that the people of the United States support the cost of public and private college education.

Response

Why do you think college education is supported by the people of the United States?  What benefit does the United States derive from supporting higher education, if any?

Response

For the purpose of this exercise, we will refer to all of the people and institutions who provide funding in support of your education as "the community."  The community might include you, your parents or guardians, other members of your family, grant agencies, sources of scholarship funding, and the people of the United States through government subsidies to your college/university.

Estimate the amount of money the community is spending on your undergraduate education (tuition, housing, food, books, fees, transportation and so on) this term.
Response

If you were not pursuing an undergraduate education this term but were working full-time instead, about how much money do you think you would you earn from that job that you will not earn because you are taking classes instead?

Response

Adding the total amount you and your benefactors are spending on your education this term to your lost potential income, what is the total cost of your education this term?

Response

Estimate the total number of instructional hours you are scheduled to participate in this term.  (An instructional hour is an hour that your are scheduled to attend in the classroom, lab, studio, or other educational setting under the supervision/mentorship of a teacher.  It does not include personal study time or tutorial time outside of the regularly scheduled course curriculum.)

Response

Given the total cost of your education this term, and the total number of instructional hours you are supposed to spend in class (or lab or studio or...), what is the cost of each instructional hour this term?

Response

Using information that you developed in answering previous questions, complete the following sentence.

In pursuing higher education in college this term, I am taking advantage of an opportunity that _______ percent of the world population will not have access to.  This opportunity will cost the community approximately $ ______________ this term.

In pursuing higher education in college this term, I am taking advantage of an opportunity that __ percent of the world population will not have access to.  This opportunity will cost the community approximately $ __ this term.
------------------------------------------

Course-based education is dependent on more than just student attitude and effort.  The teacher has obligations as well.  List some of the more important obligations that a teacher has in a given course.  (List as many as you would like to share.)

Response

In your opinion, what are some of the characteristics of a really good teacher?  You might answer by making a list of possible endings for a sentence that begins "A really good teacher is one who ..."

Response

------------------------------------------

Imagine yourself on the day after your retirement, many years from now, looking back on your college education after your subsequent careers have unfolded.  What effect do you imagine that your college education will have had on your subsequent life?

Response

Plainly, you are the primary person who will be affected by your college education -- the primary stakeholder.  List some of the other stakeholders in the success of your college education, including those who have invested in you thus far as well as the likely future beneficiaries of your work.

Response

In light of your goals, the opportunities that are being made available to you, the investment that the community is making in you, and the stakeholders in your college education, try to articulate the sense of obligation you feel with respect to the extent or quality of your work this term.

Response

