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Physical Geology
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Summer 2010
Course Syllabus

Thomas Nelson Community College

Instructor

Lynsey E. LeMay
TNCC Online Learning Orientation

http://learn.vccs.edu/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp?tab_tab_group_id=_3_1&url=%2Fwebapps%2Fblackboard%2Fexecute%2FcourseMain%3Fcourse_id%3D_56733_1

1. Meet the Professor
	Name:  
	Lynsey E. LeMay

	Office Location: 
	Hastings Hall, Room 427 (Hampton Campus)

	Office Hours Online 
This requires a confirmed appointment by phone or email: 
	Tuesday 8-9 pm online
Also available Monday 12-1, and by appt. for in person

	Office Phone: 
	757-537-2465 (cell)

	Office Email: 
	lemayl@tncc.edu

	Course Chat Room
	http://live.tncc.edu/lemayl

	Contact Policy 
(email, voice mail):


	Emails: Students can expect a response to an email inquiry within 48 hours, although most will be answered within 24 hours.

Phone: I check my phone messages often and will return calls as soon as the message is received, no more than 24 hours, even on weekends.  Please refrain from calling later than 10pm.  


2. Professor’s Introduction  

Lynsey LeMay

I am currently employed as an adjunct geology faculty at Thomas Nelson Community College.  I teach both the Physical Geology and Historical Geology lecture and corresponding laboratories.  I received my Master of Science degree in Marine Science/Geological Oceanography at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science and my Bachelor of Science in Geology from the College of William and Mary.

Away from school, I am a mom to my wonderful 2-year old daughter Nora.  I love to go camping and hiking (as any good geologist would!), and I love to bake.  My husband and I are also both old car enthusiasts and enjoy going to car shows when we can.  
3. Course Pre-requisites
The prerequisites for this course are ENG 05 and MTH 03, if required by each individual student’s placement examinations.  Class exercises will require basic arithmetic and students must be able to clearly express their thoughts and ideas in written format. Students should also be familiar and comfortable with basic computer operation, including using the Internet and Blackboard.  Registration of this course includes mandatory registration of the physical geology laboratory.
4. Entry Level Skills/Knowledge
Participants need to be aware of the technology expectations in a distance courses.

4.1 Prerequisite Skills: 

· Participants in online classes must be proficient users of the World Wide Web and are responsible for adhering to all the following criteria. If you are unable to fulfill these requirements, another class delivery method is more appropriate for you. 

· You must be able to check the class Web site and your e-mail daily or every other day for most online classes.

· You must have sufficient Internet access to do all the class activities, and you are responsible for finding alternative resources when necessary. 

· You must use an approved version of a Browser to perform all class Web activities. 

· You must have strong Internet research skills.
· You must be able to perform the following Web browser functions:

· Locate and follow hyperlinks and navigate "back" and "forward" 

· Add and access favorites/bookmarks so you can revisit important websites 

· Edit your Web browser preferences 

· Adjust font size for reading web pages 

· Adjust color preferences for reading and printing web pages 

· Configure mail settings in browser to activate "mailto" hyperlinks (optional)

· Save files to disk as Plain Text and as HTML 

· Use the "Go" or “History” function to access recently visited pages 

· Reload (refresh) the screen 

· Print Web pages--adjust page setup and print options so that the URL (web address) and access date are printed on the page (it is a good idea to print all important pages or at least the top levels of important sites to provide a record of your access)

· Use your browser Help files for additional assistance. 

4.2 Research Skills:  
Participants should possess computer skills to do online research using a variety of search engines; be familiar with your college’s library website and available methods of obtaining articles and documents via Thomas Nelson’s library resource site.  

4.3 Writing and Communication Skills:  
Participants should possess a firm command of written communication skills, including the mechanics of writing and grammar, the ability to organize thoughts, and the ability to demonstrate those skills in all written work. 

Observation of "Netiquette": All your online communications need to be composed with fairness, honesty and tact.  Spelling and grammar are very important in an online course.  What you put into an online course reflects on your level of professionalism.  Several netiquette guidelines are listed below:

Sentence Capitalization: 

Typing in all caps is considered screaming. 
Example: SUNDAY WILL BE A LONG DAY! 

Various studies have concluded all caps take longer, and are more difficult to read. 

Recipient may think you are overly excited. 
Leaving the subject field blank:

Always fill in the subject with a concise statement describing the email. 

Do not use all caps or put in phrases such as Help or Hi. 

Failure to follow netiquette guidelines when filling in the subject line of an email may result in your correspondence being discarded as spam.
Colored text and background colors:

Use colors sparingly in your emails – whether it is text or fill colors 

Certain colors can make emails difficult to read.
Return receipt request:

Allow you to track when the recipient opens your email – you should use this email feature sparingly. 

Can be very annoying to the recipient of the email.

Grammar and spelling check:

Proofread emails for errors 

Capitalize your sentences and use appropriate punctuation 

Refrain from using multiple !!!!!!! or ????????

These netiquette guidelines will help to ensure you are courteous and use proper manners while corresponding with your friends, family and business associates. 

4.4 Computer Literacy:

Participants in online classes must be proficient with the basic functions of a word processor as listed below. If you are unable to fulfill these requirements, another class delivery method is more appropriate for you.

For word processing, the following software and skills are essential:

Approved Word processing software (note that Microsoft Works is not compatible with MS Word) or the ability to turn in assignments with a file extension of .doc, docx, .rtf, or .pdf

Edit: copy, cut, paste, find, replace 

Manage files using the directory system of the operating system (this encompasses creating new files and folders, as well as being able to navigate through your operating system and word processor to perform open, close, save, and save as functions).

4.4.1 Software:

	Operating System (OS)
	See table below


	Browser
	See table below
Download signed ActiveX controls - “enabled”

Download unsigned Active X controls - “disabled”

Run ActiveX controls and plug-ins - “enabled”


Allow Cookies - “enabled”

Allow per-session Cookies - “enabled”

Active scripting - “enabled”

JavaScript & Cookies must be enabled 
Scripting of Java applets - “enabled”
Disable pop-up blockers (or add http://learn.vccs.edu to trusted sites)

	Audio/Visual Media Players
	Windows Media Player 9 or higher  (http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windowsmedia/player/11/default.aspx)

Flash 9 or higher (http://www.adobe.com/shockwave/download/download.cgi?P1_Prod_Version=ShockwaveFlash)

Latest version of Java (http://www.java.com/en/download/)

Clear your Java Cache (http://community.tncc.edu/faculty/klingberg/TNCC/workshops/How%20to%20Clear%20the%20JAVA%20Cache.pdf)

	Instructional Software
	The following software is required for this course:
Adobe Acrobat Reader  http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
GoogleEarth (http://earth.google.com)

	Computer Compatibly Test
	Check to see if your computer has the required plug ins:
http://tncc.edu/browsertest 
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4.4.2 Hardware:  
	CPU - Central Processing Unit 
	CPU - Pentium III or equivalent, 233 or higher MHz speed

	Random Access Memory (RAM)
	128 Mbytes 

	Sound  
	Sound Card - Sound Blaster compatible audio card
Microphone (Headset microphone recommended) 

	Graphics
	Graphics/Media standards found in Windows 98 and above.  
Minimum Screen Resolution - 800 x 600 pixels
AVI  Audio Video Interleaved
GIF  Graphics Interchange Format
JPEG  Joint Photographic Experts Group
WAV  Windows audio format

	Hard Drive
	Hard Drive - 1 Gigabyte free storage area

	External Storage
	Memory Key or equivalent external storage device 

	Compact Disc, Read-Only-Memory (CD-ROM)
	CD or DVD-ROM

	Modem 
	Broadband Internet connection (DSL or cable)  
56K modem in not recommended

	Monitor
	800 by 600 screen size (minimum)

	Headset
	Headset with microphone for audio capabilities


5. Course Description
Welcome to Physical Geology – a study of the Earth.  You will learn about the structure and materials of the Earth, processes that operate on the surface of the Earth as well as in Earth’s interior, the methods geologists use to interpret geologic history, and the importance and relevance of geology in understanding societal issues.  Specific topics include formation of minerals and rocks, weathering and erosion, earthquake hazards, volcanoes, crustal deformation, stream and river processes, and glacial processes.  
6. Course Goals and Objectives:

6.1 Goals

-Students will successfully complete the Introduction to Physical Geology course, achieving a passing grade.

- By doing so, students will obtain credit for a required course for an associates degree as determined by their course of study.

-As this course is transferable, credit to apply towards a bachelor’s degree is obtainable.
6.2 Objectives

-The student will develop an understanding of Earth processes, both internally and at the Earth’s surface.  This includes processes associated with mineral and rock formation, volcanoes, plate tectonics, earthquakes, crustal deformation, rivers and streams, glaciers, deserts, and groundwater.

-The student will be able to identify basic rock forming minerals and common igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks.

-The student will learn about the geologic record and the geologic time scale, and be able to apply relative and absolute dating techniques.

- The student will be able to do basic calculations associated with length, area, volume, density, velocity, discharge, recurrence interval and gradient.

-The student will develop topographic map and geologic map skills.

-The student will demonstrate a proficiency in geology topics through quizzes, discussion boards, and research projects.
6.3 Textbook
The following textbooks will be required for this course.  If you do not have a copy of the text please contact your instructor immediately. 
	Textbook 
	 Earth: Essentials of Geology, 3rd Edition
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	Author
	 Stephen Marshak
	

	ISBN
	ISBN-10:  0393932389

ISBN-13:  978-0-393-93238-6
	

	Textbook 
	Laboratory Manual in Physical Geology
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	ED
	Richard M. Busch
	

	ISBN
	ISBN-10: 0136007716

ISBN-13:  9780136007715
	


7. Course Approch
7.1 Instructional Approach

Communication, student-to-student and student-to-instructor, is critical in an online course. Since we cannot have “class discussions” in the traditional sense, we will use various features built into Blackboard’s Communication system in lieu of face-to-face interaction.
In general, you can expect the following types of assignments (subject to modification):

· Weekly readings in your lecture and lab textbook, and any additional resources posted on Blackboard

· Weekly quizzes based on readings

· Weekly to every-other week posts and replies to the Discussion Board

· Weekly to every-other week Geo-Tour assignments from your lecture book

· A group project

· Exams

· Any other assignment as posted
7.1.1 E-mail: 

Each student MUST have an active VCCS e-mail account. This will be the e-mail address that is used for any communication between you and your instructor.  E-mail may be sent from student-to-student, or student-to-instructor using the e-mail feature in Blackboard’s Communication area. 

7.1.2 Discussion Board (threaded discussion forum):  

This is also located in Blackboard’s Communication area.  Each threaded discussion is called a forum.  Only the instructor can create forums, but students may reply to any forum posted.  There will also be a “Help” forum for students to post and reply to questions (this keeps our e-mail to a minimum).

7.1.3 Chat (real-time collaboration):

Collaboration is a synchronous (real-time) tool, located in Blackboard’s Communication area. In addition, we will be using Acrobat Connect Professional (Breeze Meeting User Guide for Meeting Participants) for weekly web conferencing. The instructor’s Acrobat Connect Professional web conferencing room will be sent to you (via announcement and email) prior to the virtual classroom session.  
7.2 Student responsibilities: 

Participants enrolled in this course should continually monitor their learning, evaluating their own efforts, and actively seek help when needed in a timely manner.  To successfully complete the Introduction to Physical Geology course, you will need to assume an active role in the learning process; ask questions, complete assignments, participate in discussion and group chat sessions, and complete all assignments.

7.3 Instructor Responsibilities:

It is my responsibility to help students grow and learn.  This means that I will try to provide clear instructions for all projects, answer questions about the assignments, identify additional resources as necessary, provide review questions and study guides for assessments, and provide rubrics and other criteria for evaluation of projects.  This is never a “static” course - referenced readings, software versions and hardware specifications can change quickly.  In this environment, the instructor is always evaluating, revising and clarifying questions and problems.

7.4 Course Feedback:

Participants who e-mail me Monday – Thursday will ordinarily receive a response within 48 hours.  Students who e-mail me Friday – Sunday may expect a response by 5 pm on Monday.  All projects that are completed and received by the due date will be graded and returned to the student in 7 to 10 days. 
Participants are expected to retain an electronic copy of all work submitted.  If transmission of the work fails, participants are expected to “resend” the document under directions of the instructor.  Projects will be submitted in Blackboard either through a discussion thread or via the assignment features.  Participants are expected to verify their own Blackboard responses by returning to the appropriate place in Blackboard after the work has been posted.  
8. Grading Criteria
You must complete ALL assignments and complete the minimum number of discussion board posts to successfully pass the class. Grades in this course will be based on discussion board posts, quizzes, real-world research projects, a final exam, and a group project.  To receive full credit, all assignments must be turned in by midnight on the assigned due date. Please note that I will not distinguish between lecture and lab assignments, like would be done in traditional face-to-face classes.  All assignments for the week will be posted at the beginning of the week, including materials in the lab textbook.

Each assignment will have a set point value and the maximum points that can be attained in the course are 1500.  The final grade breakdown is as follows:
A – 1350-1500 points

B – 1200-1349 points

C – 1050-1199 points

D – 900-1049 points

F – Less than 900 points

9. Course Policies
9.1 Students with Special Needs

If you feel that you may need additional accommodations, you must do both of the following:
· Contact the Disabled Student Services (http://www.tncc.edu/student_development/disabilities.php), or Richard Hurst, Counselor (757)825-2833, hurstr@tncc.edu, or Claude Jordan, Assistive Technology Specialist, (757)825-3510, jordanc@tncc.edu
· Contact the instructor prior to the second week of the course.

 9.2 Academic Honesty

It is the philosophy of the Distance Learning department that all participants should adhere to the student code of conduct found in the Student Handbook (.pdf).
Scholastic Dishonesty:

Officials of Thomas Nelson Community College certify successful completion of work for degrees, diplomas, and certificates when satisfied that the absolute integrity of the student has been maintained in the completion of such work. It is imperative that students maintain a high degree of individual honor in their scholastic endeavors. Scholastic dishonesty will not be condoned under any circumstances. 
In the event a student is suspected of violating the college's policy on scholastic dishonesty, the faculty member directly involved will investigate the matter. If the faculty member believes the student has violated the policy, the faculty member will inform his or her division chair and the student of the evidence and the intended action. The action may involve a grade reduction for the work in question, the assignment of a failing grade for the course, and/ or a recommendation for possible dismissal from the college. If a student disputes the faculty member's decision regarding the above action, the student may use the Student Grievance Procedure. 
Generally, scholastic dishonesty is interpreted as cheating on an examination or quiz, which includes giving or receiving information, copying, using unauthorized materials in tests, collaboration during examinations, substituting for another person or allowing substitutions during examination; plagiarism, submission of work other than one's own; and collusion with another person or persons in submitting work for credit unless such collaboration is approved in advance by the instructor. 
Plagiarism: 

Webster's Third International Dictionary defines plagiarism as follows: 

“Plagiarism--to steal and pass off, as one's own the ideas or words of another; to use without crediting the source; to present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source; to commit literary theft.” 
Thomas Nelson Community College has found the following Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University's amplified definition to be useful:
Language: 

Plagiarizing the words of another consists of copying single words without acknowledging your indebtedness to the author. A student's dictation and phraseology should always be his or her own except where he or she clearly indicates otherwise. Obviously it is not dishonest to copy an author's words in quotation marks and give credit to the source by footnoting or by acknowledging the source in the text of your paper. If you paraphrase a writer's words, you must acknowledge your indebtedness.
Ideas and Thoughts: 

Students should give credit to the source of any opinion, idea or conclusion that is not their own. For example, the statement "Emily Bronte, unlike her contemporaries, was not concerned with the social injustices of her time" is a conclusion derived from an extensive knowledge of nineteenth-century fiction. If you really have such knowledge, you can honestly draw such a conclusion, but if you have stolen the thought from a critic or other authority, you are plagiarizing. Another example, "Because Gray found new ways to be boring, people thought that he was a genius," is merely a plagiarism of Samuel Johnson's "He (Gray) was dull in a new way, and that made people think him great. 
Plagiarism at Thomas Nelson Community College will constitute a dismissible offense, and the use of syndicated research papers, essays, etc., constitutes a violation of this rule.
Plagiarism at any of the VCCS institutions will constitute a dismissible offense, and the use of syndicated research papers, essays, etc., constitutes a violation of this rule.

9.3 Late Work Policy  
Projects and discussions are due on specific dates (this is NOT a correspondence course to be completed when convenient). Late work will NOT be accepted unless there are extenuating circumstances and it will be up to the instructor to determine whether or not to accept the assignment.  Should you run into an instance where your work will be late (again, only in dire emergencies) you should contact the instructor as soon as possible to determine if the work will be accepted.

9.4 Course Disclaimer

Every attempt is made to provide a syllabus that is complete and that provides an accurate overview of the course. However, circumstances and events may make it necessary for the instructor to modify the syllabus during the course. This may depend, in part, on the progress, needs, and experiences of the participants. 
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