Digging for Fossils Teacher Instructions
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· 8 oz. paper cups 

· the short kind is better than the tall 
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One small plastic dinosaur 

· I got a bag full at a crafts store in the kids section

· Assorted seashells approximately 5-6 per student

· You can either just pick these up on the beach, or again, I got a bag full at a craft store


· A small pick for digging

· A small artist’s brush


· A small plastic petrie dish to keep their fossils in

· Large pieces of paper to catch the mess

· You can purchase boxes of newsprint anywhere they sell moving materials

· Plaster of Paris

Instructions:
1. Be sure that each student has only one dinosaur and the same number of shells. 

2. Pour mixed plaster of paris to fill approximately 1/3 of the cup. Put the dinosaur into the plaster along with some shells

3. As you fill the rest of the cup randomly place the shells at different depths 

4. Let dry

5. Don’t let these sit too long in humid locations because the plaster will get moldy

In class each student should receive one:

1. “outcrop”



4. Petrie dish

2.  brush




5. Piece of paper

3.  pick

